

F CHRlSlF 







BOYT 






CORNELL 

UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARY 




ITHACA, NEW YORK 



BT302 .HSe"'" """"""' ^'"""^ 



'^*'' iHiHiiiiMfMiiyi»i?n«t''® "♦« °' Christ b 



olin 




3 1924 029 319 039 




CHRIST AND THE LITTLE CHILDREN 



A CHILD'S STORY OF THE 
LIFE OF CHRIST 



BY 



HELEN BROWN HOYT 



WITH ONE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-SEVEN II.IUSTRATIONS 




W. A. WILDE COMPANY 

BOSTON AND CHICAGO 



I OS I 

Copyright, iqo2, 

BY W. A. WILDE Company. 

AU rights reserved. 



A Child's Story of the Life of Christ. 



CONTENTS 



The Birth of the Christ 
The Boyhood of the Christ . 
The ihxisTKY of the Christ . 

The Opening of the Ministry. 

The Beginning of the Work in Galilee 

The Great Physician 

The New Kingdom and its Laws 

The Second Preaching Tour . 

Two Wonderful Days 

The Last Ministry in Galilee 

The Christ in Retirement 

Autumn Visits to Jerusalem and Perea 

Wonderful Teachings 

The Last Journey to Jerusalem 
The Last Week of the Christ's Earthly Life 
The Death and Burial of the Christ 
The Resurrection and Ascension of the Chris 

The Resurrection 

The Ascended Christ 



PAGE 

9 

18 

24 

24 

35 

45 

59 

68 

79 

90 

104 

119 

144 

158 

171 

215 

220 

220 

230 



PREFACE 

The story of the life of Christ has been ■written time and 
time again, yet it is one that is ever fresh and attractive. 
Little children love to hear it if it is told in language which 
their minds are able to grasp, and the aim of this book has 
been to tell the storj' so simply that the youngest child can 
enjoy it because he can understand it. 

The account I'ecorded in the four gospels has been closely 
followed, and the order of events is that accepted by the greatest 
thinkers and writers. ^lany of the laws and customs of the 
times have been introduced to make the text more clear ; and, 
that the lessons taught may be more attractive and lietter 
remembered, the book is abundantly illustrated. 

The writer does not claim originality, but, knowing that all 
children love to read or hear a good story, she has tried to tell 
this old, old stor}^ in a way that will make them love it and 
absorb into their OAvn beings the elements of true living wdiich 
only the life and teachings of the Christ can give. 



A CHILD'S STORY OF THE LIFE OF CHEIST 



INTRODUCTION 

Far away over the sea, on the continent of Asia, is the land 
of Palestine, which is also called the Hulj- Land. If you look 
for it on the map you will find that it is a very sjnall country. 
Yet, though it is so small, such great things have happened 
there that all the world knows of Palestine. This story will tell 
you why it is called the Holy Land, and why so many people 
love it. 

Very many years ago there lived in Palestine a man by the 
name of Jacob, who was the son of Isaac, and the grandson of 
Abraham. He had twelve sons, each of whom was the head of a 
large family called a tribe. The twelve tribes together made a 
nation which was known either as the Jews, or as the Children 
of Israel. Israel was another name given to Jacob after he was 
a man. 

The Jews were better than any other people living at that 
time, just because they worshipped God. There were a good 
many people then, as there are now, who did not know about the 
true God in heaven. They made images, or idols, of wood or 
stone, which they called gods. They prayed to these idols, asking 
them to take care of them. They even thanked these gods 
for giving them life and health, and so many beautiful tilings. 
They were heathen, for that is what we call those who pray to 
idols. 

1 



2 INTRODUCTION 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were not heathen ; they knew 
and loved the true God, and taught their children to do the 
same. But the Jews were not always good. They did wicked 
things over and over again, but after they had done wrong they 
were sorry for it, and asked God to forgive them. Then they 
started over again, and tried to do better. 

When Jacob was an old man, he and his children and grand- 
children went to live in Egypt, and lived there happily a good 
many years. But the time came when the Childi'en of Israel 
were not happy ; for the kings who were then on the throne w^ere 
not kind to them. They made slaves of them, and the Jews had 
to work so hard and so long that they almost forgot their God. 

But at last a child was born who had a different life from the 
rest of his people. He was named Moses, and was brought up 
by the king's daughter, in the king's palace. He was very wise 
and learned. He thought a great deal about his people. He 
could see how badly they were treated, and how unhappy they 
were, and his greatest wish was to set them free and take them 
back to Palestine. The time came when God allowed him to do 
this. 

It was hard to get so many people started, and harder yet to 
make them do as God would have them. They found fault with 
everything if things did not please them : with Moses, and even 
with God. There were many years of very hard work for Moses 
and their other leaders before they were at last settled in their 
own country, in homes of their own. 

For a great many years God Avas really their king. He gave 
them laws through Moses, and all their leaders were chosen l^y 
God. They all talked with God, and learned from him Avhat to 
do for the people. But the time came when they wanted to be 
like the other nations around them and have a king whom they 
could see, and who could go before their army when it went to war. 
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The first king was not a good ruler ; but after he died a young 
man named David came to the tlirone, and David was a good 
Icing. He tried to do as well as he could himself, and tried to 
teach the people to obey the laws of their God. 

David belonged to the tribe of Judah, and was born in Beth- 
lehem. He was only a shepherd boy when he was chosen to be 
king, and for that i-eason he is often called the Shepherd King. 
Although he left his country home and went to Jerusalem to live 
when he was quite a young man, he never forgot the lessons he 
learned in the fields of Bethlehem. He wrote ))eautiful songs that 
show that while he stayed with the sheep, hour after hour, his 
thoughts were about God and his goodness. It was thousands of 
years ago that David lived, yet ever since that time people have 
read and sung these songs, and we can read them now in that 
part of the Bible called the Psalms. One of them begins, " The 
Lord is my shepherd." Perhaps you know it. 

After David died, his son Solomon became king. He was very 
rich, and knew so much that he has been called the wisest man 
that ever lived. He built for the people a beautiful temple where 
they could meet to worship God. When this temple was built 
the people promised to always love and obey the God who had 
been so good to them and to their fathers. If they had remem- 
bered this promise, and kept it, they would have been a strong 
nation even now ; but very soon they began to break God's laws. 
Some of them even began to pray to idols. 

After King Solomon died things grew^ worse and worse, until 
at last the Jews were conquered by other nations, their cities de- 
stroyed, and the people carried away to other countries. After a 
time some were allowed to go back to Palestine to live, but there 
has never been a real Jewish nation since that time, and that was 
a great many years ago. 

But the Jews kept up their courage ; for their prophets had 
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told them that they should have a king who should rule the 
whole world, and who should reign for ever and ever. Prophets 
are men who tell what is going to happen long before it does 
come ; they foretell things. We have men whom we call 
weather-prophets. By studying the sky, the clouds, and the 
winds, they can tell what sort of weather we are likely to have. 
But these Jewish prophets talked with God, and he told them 
what to foretell, so they never made any mistakes. 

These prophets did not all live at one time ; nor did they all 
tell the same things about the king. One said he was to be born 
in Betllleliem, and was to belong to David's family. Another 
said when he should be born ; and others told something else 
about his life. Still another said that before he came God would 
send a great prophet, who would teach the people how to get 
ready for the Christ, their king. 

At the time of our story there had been no projihet for four 
hundred years; but the Jews, remembering and belie\ing what 
the prophets had promised so long ago, were looking for their king. 
For, if the prophets had spoken truly, it was almost time for him 
to come. They had forgotten that some of the prophets had said 
that the king was to be poor, and a man of sorrows. They ex- 
pected him to come in great po\ver, and make them a strong free 
nation ay;ain. 

Although many Jews were now living in Palestine, they were 
under the rule of the Ptoman Emperor. The Emperor bad so 
large a country that he could not look after it all himself; but 
divided it into what were called provinces and appointed rulers 
to take charge of them for him. The Jews did not like to obey 
the Roman Emperor, they did not like the rulers who ^veve sent 
to them, and they did so long for their own strong king. 

Herod, one of the Roman rulers, who was called a king, was 
very nmch disliked, and he began to be afraid that he would lose 
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his throne. So to please the Jews he Ijiiilt them a temple, even 
more beautiful than the one which Solomon had built for them. 
That one had been destroyed when the Jews were driven out of 
their country, and the one which had been Iniilt when they had 
returned was now so old that it was falling to pieces. 

The temple was not much like our churches, nor was the ser- 
vice like ours. There was one building of two rooms. In the 
smaller of these only the High Priest went, and only once a year. 
In the other any priest could go. 

Around this building were four large open spaces called 
courts, separated from each other by walls. The one next the 
building was for the priests alone ; the next for the Jewish men ; 
the third for the Jewish women, and the fourth for all who w^ere 
not Jews. No one could go farther than the court in which he 
belonged. When we speak of people going into the temple, we 
mean they went into one of these courts. 

The priests were the ministers, who did all the work of the 
temple, and took charge of the services. In those days the peo- 
ple did more than pray to God to forgive their sins. In the tem- 
ple was an altar, or sort of table covered with brass. On this 
altar a fire was kept burning day and night. Twice every day a 
lamb which had just been killed was burned on this altar, and 
while it was burning the people prayed to God, asking him to 
forgive their sins, and to destroy the memory of them as the fire 
.was destroying the lamb. This was called offering a sacrifice. 

Another thing the pi'iests did was to offer incense. Incense 
Avas made of sweet spices, and was very fragrant. While it was 
burning the people in the courts outside were praying that their 
prayers might rise to God as sweet and pure and well pleasing as 
the incense. 

One day, just about the time that our story begins, the work 
of burning the incense fell to the lot of a priest named Zacharias, 
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who had a wife Elizabeth, but who had no children. Both were 
very sorry for this, and often when they prayed, they asked God 
to give thein a little son. 

On this day, as Zacharias alone in the temple was burning 
the incense, and praying to God, he looked up and saw an angel of 
the Lord standing at the right side of the altar. When Zacharias 
saw him he was afraid. But the angel said : " Do not be afraid, 
Zacharias, for your prayer is heard ; God will give you and Eliza- 
beth a baby boy, and you must call his name John. He will 
bring you joy and gladness, and many other people will rejoice 
that he is born. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, 
and will turn many from their wicked ways, and teach them to 
love God. This child is the one whom the prophets said would 
come to make the world ready for the Christ." 

Zacharias could not believe what he heard, and asked, " How 
shall I know that what you say is true ? " The angel answered, 
" God sent me to tell you about it, and because you have not 
believed my word you will not be able to speak again until the 
d;iy wdien it comes tnie." 

The people outside in the courts waited for Zacharias to come 
back, and wondered why he stayed so long in the temple. When 
he did come out he could not speak to them. They Js;new that 
something had happened, for he made signs to them, but did not 
speak. When his week of service was over he went to his home 
in the hill country of Judea, and there, wdien the time came, the 
baby boy was born. 

Little Jewish children were not named until they were eight 
days old. When it was time for this baby to be named, the 
friends called him Zacharias, after his father. His mother said, 
" No, he is to be called John." The friends thought it was 
strange to call him that, for no one in the family ever had that 
name ; and, too, it was the custom to call the first boy by his 
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father's name. They made signs to Zacharias, asking how he 
would have him called. Zacharias asked for a writing talilet and 
wrote, " His name is John." 

The friends wondered still more when the father also chose 
that name, but they soon had still greater reason for surprise. 
Zacharias, who had not spoken for so long, began to talk again. 
Would you like to know what he said first ? He thanked God 
for what had happened, and then told the friends who were with 
them that the Christ, the promised king, was coming very soon, 
and that this child of his was the prophet who would teach the 
people about their king. This story was told all through the hill 
country of Judea, and the people asked, " What kind of a child 
will he be ?" 
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THE BIRTH OF THE CHRIST 

In Galilee, in the northern part of the Holy Land, is the 
little town of Nazareth. In this town lived a beautiful young- 
woman, loving and gentle and pure. She was named Mary, and 
was the cousin of Elizabeth. 

A little while before John was born, as Mary was sitting 
alone one spring day, the angel who was sent to Zacharias came 
to her and said, "God is very kind to you, Mary, for he has 
chosen you to be the mother of the Christ-child. You must call 
his name Jesus (which means Saviour), for he will save the 
people from their sins. He shall be great, and be called the 
Son of God, and shall rule the world for ever and ever." 

Mary believed what the angel told her, and gently answered, 
" Let it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

In the early part of the winter the Emperor of Rome, Caisar 
Augustus, commanded that all the people should be enrolled, 
Avhich means that they should have their names written down on 
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a roll of paper. Every Jew of the same tribe must have his 
name written on the same roll. The Jews were very much 

scattered, and to do this 
each had to go to the city 
or town wliere the fathers 
of his tribe had lived, be- 
cause the tribal roll was 
there. 

Mary and her hus- 
band were both of the 
tribe of Judah, and Beth- 
lehem was the city of 
that tribe. You remem- 
ber, do you not, that 
David was of the tribe of 
Judah, and lived in Beth- 
lehem when he was a 
shepherd boy ? Because 
the Jews were so fond of 
David they called Bethle- 
hem the City of David. 

Bethlehem was eighty 
miles away from Naza- 
reth, and the roads be- 
tween the two places were 
very rough and stony, up hill and down hill. It was a hard 
journey to take. Mary and Joseph could not travel very fast, 
and when they reached the city the houses were all full, for 
strangers from every part of the coiuitry had come to Bethlehem 
on the same errand as theirs. They were very tired when their 
journey was over, but they found no one there ready to welcome 
them. There was no room for them anywhere, except in a stable. 
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There they found a resting-place, and there that night God 
gave to Mary the baby he had promised her, the baby that was 
the long-expected King of the Jews. 

The poor people in that country often wrapped a long band 
around their little babies 
to clothe them, and this 
sort of dress was called 
swaddling clothes. Mary 

wrapped her baby in ... 

swaddling clothes, and ''''.{ 

since there was no other "" -^ -■-''>■ 

crib for him she laid him 
in a manger. 

In the l^eautiful val- 
ley just outside the city, 
where David had taken 
care of his father's 
sheep so many years 
before, some shepherds 
were watchins; their 
flocks that night. They 
watched them day and 
night, for it was not 
safe to leave them alone. 
Robbers and wild beasts 
were about, .and the sheep might come to harm if left without 
care. 

The shepherds knew that it was time for the Christ to come, 
and this night they were probably thinking of him and talking 
one to another, when all at once a bright light shone around 
them, and the angel of the Lord came before them. They were 
very much afraid, but the angel said : " Fear not, for, behold, I 
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bring you good tidings of great joy that shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign to you: 
you will find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger." 

And suddenly there were with this angel a great many more 
who sang, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will to men." 

When the ang;els had sj^one awav from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one 
another, " Now let us 
go to Bethlehem right 
away, and see this baby, 
of whom the angels 
have been tellins: us." 

The}' started at once 
and soon came to the 
city, for it was not 
more than a mile away. 
And there they found 
Joseph and Hilary and 
the l)aby. 

The shepherds were 
very happy. They had 
so lonsjed to have the 
Christ come : now he 
had come, and they 
were looking at him. 
Do j-ou not think th.it 
Mary was happy, too, 
when she learned from the shepherds how they knew of her 
baby's birth ? She did not talk much about it, but the thuuo-ht 
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was a comfort to her for the rest of her life. The shepherds 

went out and talked with every one whom they met about the 

wonderful child, and what the angels had said of him ; and 

thanked God for what they 

had seen and heard, as 

they went back to their 

sheep. 

When the child was 
eight days old Mary named 
him Jesus, as the angel 
had told her. When he 
was forty days old he was 
taken to the temple at Je- 
rusalem. This was done 
in order to obey a Jewish 
law that said that a mother 
must take her child to the 
temple and offer sacrifices 
for him. If she could af- 
ford it she must take a 
lamb and a turtle dove for 
the sacrifice ; if she were 
poor she could take two 
turtle doves or two young 

pigeons. As Joseph and Mary were poor, they took two turtle 
doves. 

There was an old man in Jerusalem, named Simeon, who 
loved God, and who had so longed to see the Christ that God 
had promised him that he should not die until he had seen the 
child. Simeon was in the temple when Joseph and Mary brought 
in the child Jesus. He looked at the baby, and knew at once 
that this was the Christ he had so longed to see. 




Presentation in the Temple 
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He took Jesus in his arras, and thanked God that he had 
been allowed to see his Christ. " Lord, now I am willing and 
glad to go," he said, '-for I have seen thy Christ; the Saviour 
who has come to make the world Ijrighter and better." Then 
he said, as he a-ave the child back to his mother: "This child is 
born to be a great help to many people, but others will not 
believe him. They will speak against him, and will ]:)ring much 
sorrow to him, and his troul)le will cause you sorrow too." 

While these things were happening in Palestine, there were 
in another country in tlie East some wise men who saw a bright 
new star in the sky. These men studied the stars so much that 
they knew those that generally shone as they did old friends, 
and they knew that they had not seen this before. It seemed to 
tell them that some great thing had happened. They knew that 
the Jews were expecting a king, and they decided tliat this star 
was sent to tell them that he was l)orn ; and they thought they 
should go to honor him. 

So, although they lived a long way from Palestine, they took 
splendid gifts in their hands and went to find the king. They 
followed the star until they came to Jerusalem, where Herod 
the kino' lived. They were sure that a kinjj; would be found in a 
king's house, so they went to Herod's palace and asked him: 
"Where is he that is born Kinii; of the Jews? For we have seen 
his star in the East, and have come to worship him." 

Herod could not answer them. If he had ever heard of the 
Ijirth of Jesus, it had not interested him enough to make him 
remember it. But he called together the learned Jews, and asked 
them where they expected the Christ to be born. Tliey told him 
that tiie prophets had said that he should be born in the little 
town of Bethlehem. 

After Plerod had found out all he could about the child, he 
called the wise men and asked them how lontj it had been since 
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they first saw the star. He wanted to know how old the child 
was. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying to them, " Go 
and look carefully for the child, and when you have found him 
bring me back word where he is, that I may go and worship 
him also." 

The wise men then left Herod and went to Bethlehem, follow- 
ing the star until thej- came 
to the house where Jesus 
was. And when they had 
come into the house they 
saw the child with Hilary 
his mother, and they fell 
down and worshipped him. 
And when they had opened 
their treasures they gave 
him their gifts : gold, 
frankincense, and mjTrli. 
Franlvincense and myrrh 
are costly perfumes. 

This is the first time 
that any child ever had a 
Christmas present. And 
when Christmas comes 
round year after year l>ring- 
ing with it gifts from those 
who love us, we will re- 
member this story, will we 
not? And we will think 

with love of the little child whose birth we celebrate on Christ- 
mas Dav. 

After giving Jesus their presents, the wise men started home 
again. But they did not go back to tell Herod where they had 
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found the child, for God had told them in a dream that Herod 
did not mean wliat he said, that he did not want to worship 
Jesns, hut to Ivill liini. So thej went lionie another way. 

When Ilei'od had lieard the wtrangers a.sking him wliere they 
could find the King of the Jew.s he had heen greatly interested, 
and a good deal \vorried. He was afraid that lie would have more 
tr(.)ahle than ever with the Jews if they had a king of their own. 
So he, tijo, wanted to find the child. He had expected the vise 
men to tell him when they went back t(j Jerusalem just where 
he could be fomid, and there would be no more trouble after that. 

But the wise men did not come back to tell him. He waited 
and waited, till at last he found that they had gone to their 
homes without seeing him again. Herod was very angry when 
he lieard this. "I nuist find the cliilil." he said; '"it will not do 
to let him li\'e to jje king." One of his plans had failed, Ijut he 
thought of another. 

He did not know how old the child king was. Init he was 
sure that he ci_)uld not lie more than two years old. S(j. as he 
did n(jt know where to find him, he sent his soldiers tn kill evciy 
boy in Bethlehem that was tw'(j years old, or 3'ounger. (The 
word " child " in our Bibles really means ho/fs ; Herod did not 
need to kill girls in order to he sure oi killing Jesus.) The 
soldiers did as they were told, and there were many sad homes 
in Bethlehem that day. This sounds even more cruel than it 
really was, for Bethlehem was a very small town, and there A\ere 
probably not more than twenty or thirty bovs there. 

But even this plan of Herod's failed to harm the child Jesus. 
For on the night after the wise men had started for their homes, 
an angel of the Lord said to Joseph in a dream, " Take the child 
and his mother and flee into Kgypt, and stay there until I bring 
you word; for Herod will look for the young child to destroy 
him." 
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So Joseph took the child and his mother that very night, 
and left Bethlehem to do as the angel had told him. In 
Egypt they -were safe, for 
Heiod had no power there, 
and cuuld not touch tliein, 
even if he had l)een able to 
find out that thev had mme 
there. Prubably he ne\'er 
knew that he had not killed 
the l)ov kinsJ' when he sent 
his soldiers to the city where 
he had been Ijorn. 

The}' lived in Egypt till 
the wicked kin^- Herod died. 
We do not know what they 
did there, oi' where they 
stayed, although many sto- 
ries are told about them. 
They pi'obably lived very 
quietly. 

After the death of Herod 
Joseph clreamed again, and 
again the angel came to him, 
savins;, "Rise, take the child 
and his mother, and go back 
to your own land ; for they are dead who sought to kill the child." 
Joseph obeyed this dream as he had the other. 

But they did not go to ^'thlehem to live ; for they heard that, 
although the king Herod was dead, yet his son Archelaus, who was 
ruler there now, was a very wicked man. They went to Nazareth, 
the early home of Joseph and Mary. There Jesus lived all the 
years of his childhood, and all but three years of his whole life. 
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We do nut know much about hira wlien he was a boy. The 
Bible says that he was " filled with wisdom," and that he was '• in 
favor with God and man." We know by this that lie was a good 
boy, and was loved by every one who knew him. 

The people in Nazareth were not thought to be very good, 
and sometimes, when Jesus was older, he was looked down 
upon because he had once lived in Nazareth. But if the people 

were not good the country 
was beautiful. Jesus proba- 
bly went to school -with 
the other Jewish boys, and 
studied Jewish history and 
law, from the books of the 
Bible. We can also think 
of him as playing and work- 
ing in his father's carpen- 
ter's shop, and with his 
mother in the house. 

He learned, too. from 
other teachers than Ijooks, 
The mountahis and lakes, 
the birds and flowers, the 
storms, the sunshine, and 
indeed evervthing he saw 
or heard, had lessons for 
him which he was happy in 
, , , „. . ^ learning:. 

Infancy of Chnst p 

This was how he became 
filled with wisdom ; because he saw something to learn in every- 
thing about him, and was wilUng to try to learn the lesson. 
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The Bible tells of a journey Jesus took when he was twelve 
years old. Every year in the spring there was a great feast in 
Jerusalem, 
called the Feast 
of the Pass- 
over ; and Jews 
from all parts 
of the country 
went to it. The 
women and old 
men commonly 
rode on mules or 
donkeys ; some- 
times on horses 
or camels. The 
young men, with 
long sticks in 
their hands, 
walked beside 

them and led the animals. Children were not generally taken 
till they were twelve years old ; those who did go ran a part 
of the way, but when they were tired they were given a ride. 

Ever so many people ti-avelled together, and had such a good 
time on the way ! They talked and laughed and sang together, 
stopped at the springs to get water when they were thirsty, and, 
as they walked along, picked the fruit and berries they found by 
the roadside. "When they were tired they stopped to rest ; for 
many of them had a long way to go. 

Thousands of strangers were in Jerusalem when the feast 
began. Every house was full, and tents were put up for those 
who could not find room anywhere else. 

When Jesus was twelve years old his parents took him, for 
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the lirst time, to this feast. It lasted seven days, and then the 
lung pi'ocessiun started home again. Jesu.s \vhs so niiicli inter- 
ested in what he was seeing and hearing tliat when the others 
left tlie city he stajed behind. His parents did not know this ; 
they supposed that of course he was with some of their friends in 
tlie coin})any, and did not look lor him until evening. Then he 
was nowhere to be found, and ikj one remembered seeing him all 
day. Think how trijuljled his parents must ha^'e felt ! Tlie jjoy 
who had never been away fi'om them w^as lost, and so far away 

from home, too ! They 
must go back to Jeru- 
salem to find him. 

It took them an- 
other day to get to the 
■\ city, so it was the third 
da\ before the}' saw 
their Ijoy again. Tlien 
where do you think 
they found him ? In 
the temple, hearing the 
old. graj'-haired men 
talk, and askino- them 
cpiestions so wise that 
they were astonished to 
find a lioy of twelve 
years who knew so 
much. 

Do you think his 

parents were glad to 

see him ? His mother 

hurried to him and said : " My son, why did you leave us? Your 

father and I have been looking for you, and have been very sad." 
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Jesus answered her : '• Why did yuu look for me ? Did you 
nut know that I must be about my Fatlier's business?" Jesus 
did not mean Joseph when he said '' my Father," he meant God. 
He was a \'oung Ijoy, but he was very thoughtful, and he knew 
that there was work for him to do in the world ; and that his 
work was to teach people how his Father wants them to live. 
He would have liked to have begun his work even no\v, but it 
was not yet time for him to do so. He went back to Nazareth 
with his parents, and was the same loving, oljedient boy that he 
had always been. 

Until a Jewish bo\' was twelve years old he was called a little 
boy ; but after that he was a young man, and was expected to 
study and work as the young men did. Every one must learn 
some trade, or some kind of work l;)y which he could earn his 
living. Joseph was a carpenter, and he taught Jesus to do car- 
pentry work : to make houses, tables, yokes for oxen, or anything 
that is made of wood. 

So, busy with his studies and his work, Jesus lived at Naza- 
retli till he was thirty years old. We will leave him there for a 
while, and see what has become of the son of Zacharias. 

John, too, grew to be a thoughtful, manly hoj ; for his father 
told him what his work was to be, and taught him what he 
needed to know, to be ready for it. As he grew older he knew 
that he could not do good work unless he thought, studied, and 
prayed much about it. To do this he left his home and his 
friends, and went, to live all alone in the wilderness. 

He could find enough to eat there : locusts, and the honey 
which tl>e bees left in the rocks and the hollow trees. Locusts 
are something like our grasshoppers, and even now, in that coun- 
try, people eat a great many of them. There were caves in the 
sides of the hills, where John could find shelter from the cold 
and storms, and from any wild beasts that might be about. His 
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clotliing was made of the coarse hair which grows on a cainel, 
ami was fastened around his waist with a k'ather belt. 

There in the woods he lived alone for many years with noth- 
ing to take his mind from his work. At last the time came for 

him to preach. 

There is a river in Pal- 
estine called the Jordan, 
and it was to the hanks 
of the Jordan that John 
came from the wilderness 
and began to preach. He 
was so much in earnest, 
and spoke so well, that 
people liked to listen to 
him ; and before long gi'eat 
crowds from all around 
came everyday to hear him. 
They all thought he 
nnist be the C'lnisl ; lint 
John said : " No, 1 am not 
the Christ. 1 am the 
pro[)liet from the wilder- 
ness whose work it is to 
pre]iare the way fiu- the 
Christ, and tell people about 
him. 

" He is to ho so much 
greater than I am that I am not goml enough even to be his .ser- 
vant. Your Saviour is coming very soon, but he will not save 

You must not say to your- 
tlie children of Abraham.' 
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God 



wil 



love us Decause we are 



You nnist be good joui'selves if you want to be loved and saved.'' 
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Over and over again John said to the people, " Repent, and 
be baptized, every one of you." To repent is to be so sorry 
for something we have 
■done that we will ask 
God's forgiveness and 
tr}' very hard nevei' to 
do it again. After they 
repented he baptised 
them. You know how 
pure and clean water 
makes things that are 
washed in it. So water 
IS used in baptism as a 
sign that the one who 
is bajDtized wants his 
heart made pure and 
clean. 

John baptized so 
many people that he 
is called John the Bap- 
tist, Ijut he told them 
.all that the baptism did 
not make them good ; 

it only showed others that they meant to try to be better men 
and women. " When the Christ comes," he said, " he Avill give 
3'ou a new heart, and that is what you need to be really good." 

We should all pray just as David did so long ago : " Create 
in me a clean heart, God ; and renew a right spirit within 
me." This is not a very long prayer, but it means a great deal ; 
for when we have been given new, clean hearts we will never 
again do wrong without being very, very sorry, and praying to 
loe forgiven. 
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One (lay John was pvcvu^lihig as usual, when a. stranger came 



tu him and asked to he haptized. 



John h)oked at him for a. 
, minute, and then said: 
" I need to he lia])tized 
hy yon. AVliy do you 
come to nie '.'" For in 
that one look soniethinti' 
in the stranger's face 
told John that it \\'a.s 
Jesus, the Christ, who 
had asked to he hap- 
tized. Although they 
Avere cousins, their 
homes were so far apart 
that they had never 
seen each other. 

Jolin knew that the 
Sa\iour did not need to 
repent., for he had never 
done anything that was 
wrong. He did not want 
to lia])tize him, but Jesus 
It is right tliat you sliould. even if 
you do not know the rea.son why." Then they hoth went into the 
Jordan, and Jesus was haptized. 

When he came up out of the water souu'thing in the form of 
a dove rested on his liea.d, ami a A'oice from heaven said, '■ Idus 
is my ])eloved Son, in whom I aan well pleased." It was Ood'.^ 
voice. 
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Jesus did not wait to talk to the people then ; he went oft" by 
himself into the wilderness, where he could be alone with God. 
He wanted to think about the new life he had just begun. He 
had no houie now, for he had given up his home and everj-thing 
that was dear to him in Nazareth, to spend the rest of his life in 
doing good to others, and in teaching them how to be happy. 

Forty days and forty nights he spent in this wilderness, think- 
ing much of what others needed, but so little about what lie hhn-- 
self needed that in all that time he had eaten nothinu;. Now he 
felt hungr}-. Round about him were some smooth stones shaped 
much like the loaves of bread they used in that country. They 
wei'e something like our crackers. 

Has not the wicked spirit Satan sometimes whispered in your 
ear, askiuQ- you to do somethino- which vou knew was nut riu'ht ? 
Well, that wicked spirit came to Jesus now when he was so 
hungry, and said : '• If you are the Son of God, you can do any- 
thing j-ou want to. Just turn these stones into bread." Jesus 
was able to do this, for in a few days he did something just as 
wonderful ; but he had Ijeen asking God for power to help other 
people, not to help hiniself. He did not turn the stones into 
bread, but answered Satan with a Bible verse which means that 
although we need to feed our bodies we also nred to trust and 
obey God, who has promised to take care of us. 

Satan whispered to him again and said : ■' If }'ou are the Son 
of God, Avhy do you not tlu'ow j-ourself down from the high roof 
of the temple at Jerusalem ? God will send his angels to take 
care of you, for he has promised to do so. They will hold yon 
up in their hands so that j'ou will not get hiu't. And when the 
people see angels taking care of you, and not allowing you to fall, 
they will believe at once that you are the Christ, and they will 
\vorship you." Again Jesus answered with a Bible verse. What 
he said means that although it is true that God has promised to 
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lielp US when we are in trouble, it is wicked to do things that 
are dangerous just to see if he will help us. 

Satan now took Jesus where he could see a long way off, and 
as he thought of all the cities lying beyond the hills, filled with 
people and riches, Satan said: "All these you can have, if you 

will obey me. The people 
will be glad to have you 
for their king if you will 
not find fault with their 
wicked ways. Never mind 
if they are wicked. Try 
to please them and me in- 
stead of trying to please 
God." 

Bat Jesus answered him: 
'• Go away from me, Satan, 
I will have nothing to do 
with you. It is written, 
' Thou shalt love the Lord, 
thy God, and him only slialt 
thou serve.' " The wicked 
spirit found that here was 
a man whom he could not 
tempt to do wrong, and he 
went away for that day. 
Many other times the evil 
spirit tried to make Jesus do what was wrong, for the Bible says 
that he was tempted in every way just as we are, but never 
sinned. That is why our Saviour can help us conquer sin, if we 
ask him ; because he knows just how hard it is for us to do 
riglit, and just what we need to conquer Satan, After Satan had 
gone angels canu' and comforted Jesus. 
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Shortly after this Jesus went back to the Jordan, where John 
Avas still preaching to a great many people. As John looked np 
and saw Jesns coming toward them, 
he said to his hearers, " Behold the 
Land) of God, which taketh away 
the sins of the Avorld." What did 
John mean ? Just this. Before 
lung. Jesus, a |)ure. gentle man 
who had never done a wromi' thino;, 
would be put to death like the 
landj in the temple service, for the 
sins of other jieople. After this 
happened people need not otter 
sacrifices any more ; for tlieir sins 
would be forgiven if they asked 
God to do it for Jesus' sake. 

The next day Jesus passed that 
wav again. John the Baptist was 
there talking to two of his friends, 
John and Andrew, and seeing Je- 
sus comino; he said asjain,'- Behold 
the Lamb of God." This time the 
two men followed Jesus, who, 
turning round and seeing them 
clo.se behind him, asked, '' What 

are vou looking for ? " Tliey ans-wered, '' Rabbi " (which means 
master or teacher), '• where do you live ? " He said, '■ Come and 
see."' They went with him to the place where he was staying, 
and spent the rest of the day there. Andrew was so much pleased 
with his new friend that he found his brother Simon, afterward 
called Peter, and brought him to Christ. 

The next day Jesus started on a journey to Galilee, and his 
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three new friends went with him. On the way they met a man 
named Philip, who lived in the same town as Andrew and Peter. 
Jesus invited Philip to go with them, and he was very glad to do 
so. Before he went he found his friend Nathanael, and asked 
him to join them. 

Nathanael did not wish to go when he heard that Jesus was 
from Nazareth. You remember that the people of Nazareth were 
not thought to be good, so Nathanael did not think a man from 
that place could be the Christ. But Philip asked him to go and 
see Jesus before he decided, and Nathanael went with him. Af- 
ter talking for a little while he said, " Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God ; you are the King of Israel." He was as much pleased with 
the new friend as the others were, and was glad to join the little 
company on their way to Galilee. There were six in the company 
now, — Jesus, and the five men, John, Andrew and Peter, Philip 
and Nathanael, who were dear friends of Jesus the rest of their 
lives. They are called his disciples, or learners, because they lis- 
tened to his teachings and learned from him. 

On the third day that they were together there was a wedding 
in Cana of Galilee, and Jesus and his disciples were invited to the 
feast. When they came to the house, they found Mary, the mother 
of Jesus, there. The feast lasted several days, and before it was 
over the wine gave out. What should they do ? It would not 
do to be without any, yet they did not know where to get more. 
Mary told Jesus that they had no wine, and although he seemed 
very unwilling to do anything about it, she was so sure that he 
would help them that she said to the servants, " Do whatever he 
tells you." 

There were six water-pots, or large stone jars, outside the door, 
filled with water. For it is so hot and dusty in that country that 
the people need to bathe often, and jars for that use are kept out- 
side the doors of most houses. The tops of the jars are filled 
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This was the chief guest, who had the 



with fresh, green leaves, and these leaves keep the water clean and 
cool. Jesiis told the servants to empty all the water from the jars, 
and then to fill them again with clear water. This they did, till- 
ing them to the brim. 

Then Jesus said, " Draw some out now, and take it to the gov- 
ernor of the feast." 
direction of much of the 
fea.st. The servants did 
as he told them. The 
governor took a taste of 
what tiiey brought him, 
and said : " How is this ? 
At most feasts they 
serve their best Avine at 
the beginning, and keep 
the poorest till the last ; 
but here at the end of 
the feast they are serv- 
ing their best wine." 
And it was so, for Jesus 
had changed the water 
in the six jars to the 
richest of wine. 

You remember that 
although he was very 
hungry in the wilder- 
ness a few days before 

this he would not turn the stones into bread for his own use. 
Now it was different ; other people were in trouble, not he him- 
self. By using this power which God had given him, he could 
not only do a kindness to these people, but he could also show 
them that he was different from the other teachers they had 
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known ; that he was the Son of God. And so he did what no one 
else could possibly ha-ve done; it was a miracle. It was the lirst 
time .lesus had done anything of tlie kind, so far as we know; 
but we shall hear of a good many miracles after this, and we 
shall Hnd that e\ery time that he used this wcjnderfid })ower, 
diu'ing all his life, it \\a<s for this \-i'r3' same reason ; to do a 
kindness to some one. He never used it to m;lke himself more 
comfortable ; and, least of all, to make any one else inicomfort- 
able. 

No one was more interested in what he had done than his five 
new friends. They had known their Master oidy a few days, l)ut 
iu that time they liad learned to love him ; and n(.)W the}' were 
sure that they had made no mistake in ]jelie\'ing him to be the 
Christ, for no one could do sucli tlungs as this unless G(jd yave 
him the power. 

After the feast was over Jesus and his disciples went to Capei'- 
nauu),a busy city on the shore; of a lake which is known by three 
names; the Sea of Galilee, the Sea of Tiljerias, and Lake Gen- 
nesaret. It was a Ijcautiful lake thirteen miles long and six miles 
wide; and on it wei'C thousands of boats of every I'linil. There 
were the war-ships of the Uonuius, which were very tiny in cnm- 
parison with those of our time. There were the little rough boats 
of the hsliermen, and numy ga}' ])lea,snre boats. 

Tbe country ar(jund the lake Avas l)eautifnl also. Mountains 
and hills slo[)ed down to the shore, and on these mountain-sides 
anything that was phuited would grow ; for the soil was very rich. 
vScattered a.bout were fields of wheat, groves of ])alms, olives, figs, 
and oranges. Where nothing else was planted, wild fiowers 
sprang up in great plenty. There are a great many kinds of 
wild flowers in Palestine, many of them very beautiful, willi 
rich, gay colors. A field of thest' flowers is said to be a won- 
derful sight that no one ever forgets who has seen it once. 
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All along the shores of the lake cities and large towns had 
been built ; and Capernanni was one of the busiest of these cities. 
Roman soldiers were always there on guard, and strangers were 




Site of Capernaum. Sea of Galilee 

coming and going all the time, for Capernaum was a central place, 
through which people passed in going from one country to another, 
and from every direction people came here to trade. 

It was a place where Jesus could meet and talk witli people 
of many nations. Later in his life he spent much time in Caper- 
naum ; for, besides the work which he couUl hnd to do right in 
the city, it was easy to mal^e short trips into the country around. 
But now Jesus stayed in the city only a few days, for it was time 
to a:o to the Passover Feast at Jerusalem. 

You remeinl)er how delighted he was when his parents took 
him for the first time to the Passover, when he was twelve j^ears 
old, and how he loved to stay in the temple? But this time 
when he entered the temple courts, he was not at all pleased. 
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Instead of the quietness and respect which belong to the house 
of God, there was the greatest confusion. Money was being 
changed, doves and sheep and oxen were being sold, even inside 
the temple wall. Such a noise as there was ! And all the while 
the temple service Avas going on ! 

Jesus saw some small cords which had probably been used to 
tie the animals. Out of these cords he made a whip, and drove 

from the temple the sheep 
and oxen, and the men who 
had chara;e of them. He 
upset the tables of the 
money-changers, and their 
money rolled about on the 
floor. Then he said to 
those who sold the doves : 
"Take these things away 
from here, and do not make 
my Father's house a place 
of business." His voice 
was stern, and no one dared 
to disobe}- him ; so the 
temple court was soon 
cleared . 

You may wonder why 
they ever tliou^ht of doing 
such things as buying and 
selling animals in the tem- 
ple. The reason was that 
many of the people who 
came to worship lived a long way from Jerusalem, and could not 
easily bring with them the animals for their sacrifices; it was 
better tliat they slionld buy them in Jerusalem and near the 
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temple. Then, too, money had to be changed ; for nothing but 
Jewish money would be tal^en at the temple, and people from 
different parts of the workl had to bring the kinds of money that 
were used where they lived. 

If these things were true, wliat was tliere wrong about it ? 
Why was Jesus displeased ? It was not because the things were 
done, but because they were done in the wrong place ; for the 
temple was built to worship God in, not for a place of business. 
There was plenty of room outside of the temple, and if they had 
cared about God's house, and keeping it sacred, as God had told 
them, they would not have wanted to do their selling there. 
The priests should not have allowed such things to be done ; but 
probably they got a share of the money that was taken, and so 
they were willing. 

These priests were astonished and angry at what was done. 
They might lose some money if the buying and selling in the 
temple was stopped. They bad another reason, too : they were 
the rulers of the people, and they did not like to have this 
stranger come and take the control they thought belonged to 
them. So they asked Jesus to give them a sign that he bad the 
right to do such things. He answered them in a w^ay that no one 
understood then ; but years afterward the disciples remembered 
the answer he gave, and then they knew what he had meant. 

Jesus stayed in Jerusalem through the Passover week. The 
Bible savs that many people believed that he was the Christ 
when they saw" the miracles that he did, but it does not tell us 
what these miracles were. One of these men was a very promi- 
nent man among the Jews, named Nicodemus. This man wanted 
to learn more from this wonderful teacher, but he was afraid to 
have his friends know that he did so. So he waited till one 
night after dark. Then, when no one could see what he was 
doinf, he came to the place wdiere Jesus was staying. 
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Jesus was always -willing to teacli tliosi' who wanted to learn 
from liini, and now he was glad to tell Nicodemus about the new- 
life that every one 
must live who wants to 
please (Jod and make 
the best of himself. He 
said that because men 
did not know the best 
way to live, Ciod sent 
his Son into the world 
to teach them ; and 
whoe\-er l)elie\-es on 
him and obeys his 
teachings ha> this life 
that soes on forever 
and ever. He told him 
that the coming of the 
Son of God. like the 
sunshine, brought light 
into the world, showing 
people what was good 
and what was bad. But 
as jieople who have 
been doing wrong do not like to have the light show what they 
have been doing, but want to hide away in the dark, so these 
|)eoplt' \\ould like their own wicked ways and thoughts l^etter 
thair those he had come to bring. 

After tlie PassoN-ci- was oNcr. Jesus and his disciples left 
Jerusalem and travelled through .ludea. until they came to the 
place where John the Baptist was still lU'caching and baptizing. 
.Icsns, too, began to preach. At lirst only a few people lisliMied 
to him ; soon more and more became interested in hearini!- him 
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talk. Before lonsr the crowds wlio liail been so fond of liearint]i; 
John, left him to follow this new Rabhi, or teacher, lie did not 
baptize any of them, but his disciples baptized more than John 
did. The friends of John did not like to have the crowds leave 
their master to follow this new teacher ; the}' went to John, lind- 
ing fault with Jesus and with the people. But John said : " It 
is just as it should Ijc. I am not the Christ. JMy \vork is ahuost 
done, but his will be o-reater and o-reater. You must take him 
for your master, and believe what he tells you. He is the Son 
of (lod." 

Some of the Jewish teachers, too. were envious liecause he 
was winning so many friends. Tliej' did not like John very well, 
but they liked Jesus even less. This was because the people who 
had trusted them and come to them to lie taught were leaving 
them to listen to these two men. Jesus knew that they did not 
feel kindly toward him, and he thought it best for him to leave 
Judea for a while and to go into Galilee. 

THE liEGIXXlXU OF THE WOHK IX GALILEE 

The shortest road between Judea and Galilee lay through the 
province of Samaria. Few Jews ever took that way, for there 
had l)een a quarrel between the Jews and Samaritans hundreds 
of years before this time, and they had never become friends 
again. They hated each other so much that the Jews were 
unwilling to have anything to do with them, and Avould much 
rather take a longer journey than to go through their counti-y. 
And the few Jews who did go there were not always treated ^ery 
well l)y the Samaritans. 

After they decided to go to Galilee Jesus and the live disciples 
who were still with him left Judea early in the morning ; for the 
davs were so hot that they wanted to travel as far as they could 
before the sun was high. They took the shortest way, the one 
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through Samaria. At nouritiine they came to a well, and Jesus, 
wlio was hungry, thirsty, and tired, sat down by the well to rest, 
A\ hile liis disciples went into the city to buy food. The well was 
one -which Jacob had built when he lived there hundreds of years 
before, and it was still in use. It was wide and deep, and held 
water enough for all the people and their flocks. 

As Jesus sat there, weary and alone, a woman of Samaria 
came to this well to get some water. Jesus spoke to her and 

asked, '• Will you give 
me a drink ? " It was 
a little favor to ask, 
was it not ? Yet the 
woman was so sur- 
prised to have a Jew 
speak to her that she 
said : " How does it 
happen that you, who 
are a Jew, are asking 
a drink from me, a 
woman of Samaria '.' " 
This gave Jesus 
the chance he wanted, 
and he told her aljout 
the Living Water, 
which was the spirit 
of love and kindness 
which he had himself, 
and Avhich he would 
give to all who would 
ask him for it. The wonum asked him to give her some of this 
water ; but she did not know what he meant by it. She thought 
that if she could have some of it she would never need to go to 
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the well again. Jesus did not explain to her what he meant ; he 
began to talk to her about the wicked life she was leading ; for 
she was not a good woman. She was very much surprised that 
he should know all about her when he had never seen her before, 
and she was sure he was a prophet. So she asked him one of 
tlie questions about which Jews and Samaritans had often quar- 
relled, whether people ought to worship in Jerusalem or in a tem- 
ple tliey had built in Samaria. But Jesus told her that neither 
was necessary ; that if people prayed to God in their hearts they 
would be heard wherever they were. She was not satisfied, and 
said tliat when the Christ came he would tell them what was 
right. Jesus said, '• I, who am speaking to you, am he." 

The woman was so anxious to tell her friends that the Christ 
had come that she forgot her water and went right into the city. 
On tlie way she met some of her friends, and said to them : " Come 
and see a man who told iiae all things that ever I did. Is not 
this the Christ ? " 

The disciples had come back while Jesus was talking to tlie 
woman, and had been very much surprised ; but they said noth- 
ino' al;)out it. They had learned that their Master had some good 
reason for everything he did, although they could not understand 
it. After she had gone they begged him to eat of the food they 
had brought him. But he was no longer hungry. The chance 
to help somebody to be better was more to him than food, or 
anvthing else. It was this that made him so lovable. 

Very soon the Samaritans came to see him, and were so 
pleased with him that they asked him to stay with them, instead 
of going to Galilee. He was always glad to stay where he could 
do o-ood, so he went with them and stayed there two days. In 
that time many of the people believed from listening themselves 
to his teaching that he was the Christ, the Saviour of tlie world. 

At the end of these two days Jesus and his disciples started 
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again on their juiirney. They were together, liowever, only a 
short time. The disciples went back to their homes, and Jesns. 
travelled alone throuirh the towns of Galilee. 

While Jesus had been doing these things John the Baptist had 
been getting into trouble. John was a preacher who spoke to 
anj' one whom he saw doing wrong, whoever he was, and wherever 
he was. One day he told King Herod that he was leading a sin- 
ful life, and that both 
he and his wife were 
wdcked people. This 
was true, but they did 
not like to hear John 
sav' it. They were so 
angry that the}' would 
have killed John if 
tliev had dared. But 
the Baptist had so 
many friends that 
thought he was a great 
prophet that Herod 
was afraid to do this. 
So instead of killing 
him he took him and 
put him in prison. 

Jesus, you remem- 
ber, was travelling in 
Galilee. The people 
there were glad to 
have him with them once more. Many of them had seen wha-t 
he had done at the feast at Jerusalem, and others had heard so 
much aJiout this preacher wlio talked so well and did so many 
mii'a(des that tliev wanted in know him. 
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In the course of his journey he came to Cana where he had 
matle the water into wine. While there, one clay at noon, a 
noljlenian came to him ^ 
in great haste. He had 
come twenty miles, from 
Capernaum, on purpose 
to see Jesus and ask 
him a u'reat favor. He 
had a son at home who 
was very, very ill ; it 
seemed as if he must 
die. But the father 
had known of the mir- 
acles of Jesus, and be- 
lieved that he could 
make his child well. 

So when he heard 
that Jesus was in Cana 
he went to him as 
quickly as he coidd, and 
begged him to go to 
Capernaum and heal 
the boy. Jesus said to him, '■ Unless you see wonders you will 
not believe." But the father only thought of his sick boy, and 
said, •• Sir, come down before my child dies." The Saviour 
looked at the father who seemed to trust him so, and said, "Go 
home, your son will live." Did the man believe that Jesus had 
the power to cure a sick boy twenty miles away, without any 
medicine ? Yes, he believed, and went home, sure that he would 
find him well. 

When he was almost home he met his servants coming to tell 
him that his boy was well. He asked them when he began to get 
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better, and they told him it was at one o'clock, just the time when 
Jesus had said, " Your son will live." So the nobleman and all 
his family believed that Jesus was the Christ, and became his 
friends. 

Though the Jews had only one temple they had in every town 
places where they met to worship when they did not want to offer 
sacrifices. These were called synagogues. They had only one 
room. The men sat on one side of the room and the women on 
the other behind a screen. There was a raised seat for the 
preacher and ten "chief seats" Avhere the leading Jews sat. 

The service was much like ours. There were prayers and 
hymns, and a passage was read from the Scripture, or that part 
of our Bible which we call the Old Testament. The most of what 
our New Testament tells had not jet happened. Any one oould 
read this lesson, and could explain it afterward, if he had permis- 
sion from the ruler of the synagogue, who was the man who had 
the charge of the service. It was the custom for the reader to 
stand while he read the lesson, and to sit down in front of the 
people when he began to talk. The hymns they sang were not 
like ours, and they had no hymn books. What they usually sang 
were the Psalms, which we can read in our own Bibles. One 
man, standing in front of the others, led the singing, sometimes 
singing alone, wliile the people joined in the chorus. 

Soon after healing the nobleman's son Jesus spent a Sabbath 
day at his old home, Nazareth. As his custom always was, he 
went to the synagogue, to read the lesson and talk to the people. 
They handed him the book from which the lesson was to be read, 
and he found one of the places where the prophet Isaiah tells 
about the Christ that was to come, and what he was to do to help 
the people. You can find just Avhat Jesus read to them that day 
if you look in your Bibles at the first two verses of the sixty-first 
chapter of Isaiah. 
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After reading a few words he handed the book to the man 
who took care of it, and began to talk to the people. He told 
them that these words that he had just read were even then com- 
ing true ; that he was doing just the things that Isaiah said the 
Christ would do. 

For a little while they were glad to listen to him, for he spoke 
very gently and lovingly. But soon they began to ask one 
anothei': '• Is this not 
the son of Joseph the 
carpenter? We know 
his father and mother, 
and we know him. 
He is no better than 
we are. What does 
he mean by saying 
that he is the Christ? 
How can he do all 
these things?" They 
wanted him to do some 
miracle to prove that 
he was the Christ. 

When the}' saw he 
would do no miracle, 
but only wanted to 
talk to them, they 
grew more and more 
angry, till at last they 
were too angry to 

listen any longer. They rose, took hold of him, and led him out 
of the room to a high hill, meaning to throw him down and kill 
him. But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went 
away, very sad. 
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Jesus went from Nazareth tu Capernaum, and there the people 
maile him ver}' welcome. As soon as tliey heard of his being in 
the eitj they crowded around him to hear him talk. One morn- 
ing as the peo})le were pressing close aljout him he stood by the 

Sea of Galilee. There 
were two fishing-boats 
on the shore of the lal^e 
belono-ins: to his four 
disciples. The fisher- 
men were not in their 
boats but were near 
by washing their nets. 
Jesus stepped into one 
of the boats, which be- 
lon2;ed to Peter and 
Andrew, and asked 
Peter to i>ush out a 
little from the land. 
He could tails; more 
easily if the people 
were not so close about 
him. Peter did as he 
was asked. Then Jesus 
sat down and taught 
tbe people. 

Peter, '• No,v push 
out into deep water and let down your net for a haid of fishes." 
Peter had seen enough of his Master to trust him, and obeyed at 
once. But when they came to the deep water he said, " blaster, 
we liave been out all niii'ht, and liaA'e cauo-ht nothino;. Yet, be- 
cause you have asked me to do so I will let down the net." And 
lie let it down. When he began to pull it in it seemed heavy. 
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He looked ; the net was so full of fishes that it had broken. He 
and Andrew could not pull it in, and called to their friends in the 
other boat to come and help them. John and James came at 
once, and together the four men pulled in so many fislies that 
botli boats were full, and began to sink. How surprised they 
were ! 

Peter, who had obeyed his Master because he loved him, Ijut 
who had not believed that they would catch any fish, fell down at 
his Lord's knees and 
said, '-Depart from me, 
for I am a sinful man, 
O Loixl." He said this, 
not Ijecause he wanted 
Jesus to leave liim, but 
because he did not feel 
good enough to Ije the 
friend of tbis wonderful 
Christ. 

Jesus knew what he 
meant, and after they 
had taken their Ijoats 
to land he asked Peter 
and the other disciples 
too, if they would not 
like to yo with him and 
become fishers of men. 
How C(juld they be 
that ? By helping to 
save men as their blas- 
ter was doing; by throwing a net of love around tbcm, wliich 
would draw them away from wicked places and wicked ciuu- 
panions ; then by teaching them to love God and keep his com- 
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mandments. When Jesus asked if they would do this, they 
gladly left their boats and nets and followed him. They stayed 
with him all the time he was on earth, travelling through the 
cities and villages with him, hearing him teach the people, and 
learning many things from him in their long quiet talks. After 

he left them they still 
tried to teach the people 
what they had learned 
from him. 

On the Sabbath day 
they went together to 
the synagogue at Ca- 
pernaum and Jesus 
taught the lesson. 
Most of the people of 
this city loved to listen 
to him ; for he knew 
how to explain what he 
had read and made the 
service very interest- 
ing. 

This (lay an insane 
man was in the syna- 
gogue. The Jews be- 
lieved that if a person 
was insane it w'as be- 
cause a wicked spirit got into him which was str(.)nger than he 
was and so made him do these strange things. The}' thought 
that if the evil spirit could be driven out the man would Ije like 
other people. 

The ])eople were quietly listening to what Jesus was saying 
when all at once this insane man called out : " Let us alone. What 
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have we to do with you, Jesus of Nazareth ? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are; the Holy one of God." 

Every one else was very much frightened ; but Jesus looked 
at the man and said to the evil spirit, " Be quiet, and come out 
of him." The man fell to the floor where he tossed about for a 
few minutes. When he stood again he was like other people. 
The evil spirit had gone forever. He was insane no more. 

E\'ery person in the synagogue was filled with wonder, and 
one began asking another : " "What does this mean ? Where does 
this man get his power ? For he commands even the unclean 
spirits and they obey him." And in all the country round about 
in Galilee people talked of what had happened here. 

After the service was over Jesus and his four friends went to 
Peter's house, for they Avere all to take dumer there. Peter's 
wife's mother lived with him, and Avhen Jesus reached the house 
lie found her very sick with a fever. He went right into the 
room where she lay. Her skin was dry and hot, and she was in 
great pain. The Saviour stood over her, took her hand in his, 
and lifted her up. At once the fever left her, and she was Avell ; 
so well that she was able to get up and wait on the visitors. 

THE GREAT PHY.SKTAN 

The Jewish Sabbath ended at sunset on the day we call Sat- 
urday, and hardly had the sun gone down tliis Sahbath afternoon 
when men and women came in crowds to Peter's door. They 
had heard of what Jesus had done that day, and every one had 
broua-lit with him some sick friend whom he wanted the Saviour 
to help. All sorts of people came ; men and women, old and 
young, those who had been sick a little while, and tho.se who had 
been sick so long that they never expected to he any better. 
There were also many with evil spirits, like the one who had 
cried out in the synagogue that morning. 
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Jesus was tired. Do you think he felt like seeing all these 
needy people and doing something for every one of them ? He 
did not think of himself. He thought of their pain, and, lading 
his hands on all the sick ones, he cured them and drove out all 
the evil spirits. 

E;u'ly the next morning, long before sunrise, he slipped quietly 
awciy from the house and walked out into the country where he 

could be alone with God 
and pray. For Jesus, the 
Son of God, felt that he 
needed to ask liis Father 
for help and strength to 
do his work. But he was 
not alone Iouq-. Peter and 

O 

the other disciples came to 
him, and said, " The people 
have come again this morn- 
ing for help and are look- 
ina; for von." Jesus an- 
swered : " We must not stay 
here any longer, for people 
in other places need us. 
Let us go to the next towns 
that I may preach there 
also." 

By this time many of 
the men and women who 
had followed the disciples 
joined them and begged 
Jesus not to leave Capornaum. But he could not do as the}' 
wished- He said, " 1 uuist go and preach the Kingdom of God 
to other cities, a-lso, for that is my work." 
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So lie left Capernaum and went tlirough other towns of 
Galilee, healing the sick and teacliing in the synagogues. 

While passing through one of these cities a man who was a 
leper saw him and kneeled down before him. Now leprosy is 
a very dreadful disease or 
sickness that people in hot 
countries sometimes have ; 
and one who takes the dis- 
ease almost never gets free 
from it. He is called a 
leper, and is not allowed 
to touch anybody, for a 
t(juch might give the dis- 
ease to the one who did not 
have it. He must leave 
his home and live with 
other lepers, and if he sees 
any one coming near him 
he must call out so that 
they will keep aAvay. The 
Jews always called out 
" Unclean ! Unclean ! " 

But this leper did not 
ci-y "Unclean." He went 
as near Jesus as he dared, 
fell down before him and said, "Lord, if you are willing you can 
make me well." The Saviour felt sorry for the poor man; he 
put oiTt his hand and touched him and said, " I am willing; you 
shall be well." As soon as he spoke the leprosy left the man ; 
he was well. 

Jesus said, " Tell no man how you were cured, but go and 
show yourself to the priest." 
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The leper must do that to obey the law of the country, which 
was somewhat like this : If a man wliu thought he had leprosy 
found that it was a mistake and he did not have the disease, or 
if one who was a leper had been cured of his trouble, he must 
first go to the priest and prove that he was free from the disease. 
Then he must go through a form of cleansing, and the priest must 
offer sacrifices for him. After all this had been done he was 
called clean and allowed to live with his family again. The 
lepers went to the priests to be sure that they did not have the 
disease, because the priests were the ones who were taught to 
know the disease whenever they saw it ; and they were the ones 
who had a right to decide. There were no good doctors, except 
among the priests, so the people always went to them for such 
things as this, just as we go to some doctor. 

Jesus told this man to oljey the law l;)y showing himself to the 
priest, and being cleansed, but not to say anything about how he 
was cured. But the man was so happy and grateful that he 
could not l^eep still ; he went out and told every one he met that 
the Lord Jesus had cured him, and he was well. 

The news spread fast. People from far and near came to see 
the preacher who made more wonderful cures than any doctor 
they had ever known. Jesus needed rest, and for a few days he 
kept away from the crowded cities and spent the time in the 
wilderness. 

But in a very few days he was ready for work again, and went 
to his friends in Capernaum. It did not take long for people to 
find out that he was there again, and crowds came to hear him 
from that city, and from all the towns in Galilee and Judea. 

Scribes and Pharisees were often among his hearers. The 
scriljcs were lawyers ; they spent much time in studying the Jew- 
ish hiw, and taught the people what they must do to obey it. 
They were the men wlio made the copies of the Scriptures. You 
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know they did not know then how to print with machines as we 
do now. Every book liad to be written by hand with a pen, 
and it took a long time. The books did not look like om^s, but 
were on long rolls of paper, with a stick fastened to each end, so 
the}' could be rolled up smoothly. When any one wanted to read 
from a book he must unwind the roll until he came to the place 
he wanted. 

The Pharisees were another very important class among the 
Jews. Jesus called them hypocrites, for they pretended to be one 
thing when they were something else. They made long prayers 
at the corners of the streets where people could hear them ; and 
gave money and food to the poor when they would be seen doing 
it. They were very strict about some things, but their hearts 
were bad, and when no one was watching them they could not be 
trusted. They were dishonest and sly and very unloving. These 
Pharisees did not like Jesus because he had told them they were 
not honest men. They wanted to find something to say against 
him . 

One day in Capernaum a number of these people had come to 
the house where Jesus was preaching. The houses of Palestine 
are not like ours. Many of them are only one storj^ high, and 
are covered with a flat roof that can be reached from the outside 
by stairs. This roof is ciuite useful ; for after the sun goes down 
in the hot summer days families sit on the roof, and even sleep 
there. A railing around the edge makes it safe. It is very easy 
to carry the l)eds up there, for the bed of that country is only a 
thin mattress or heavy mat which is spread on the floor when 
needed, but rolled up and put one side when not in use. In the 
centre of the house there is often a large room called the court, 
and the part of the roof over this court is made in such a way 
that it can easily be taken off. It was in the court of such a 
house that Jesus was preaching. 
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The crowd liad filled tlio house, and the doorway was ])locked 
"with those who could get no farther. Four men came bringing 

with them a man who 
was sick with the ])alsy. 
Palsy, or paralysis. i» 
a disease which take* 
the life from some part 
of the body. If one 
has ]Kilsy in his arm, he 
cannot use that arm to 
help himself : if it is in 
his tlii'oat, he cannot 
swallow ; if it is in the 
leg, he cannot "walk, or 
even moNc tlu^ lej^. 
This man had tln' pahsy^ 
and because he could 
not walk his friends 
were bringing him dii ;v 
bed t(i see llie Saxioiir. 
They tl'ieil Id get ill 
thrnugll the iloor. but- 
the crowd would not- 
make way. AVluit should they do? They must set' Jesus! 
Their friend nuist Ije healed. There was another way to get to 
him ))esides going through the door, and that tliev now tried. 
The stairs which led to the roof were usually on the outside of 
the houses in that ctjuntry. They -would have no trouble in go- 
ing there, for all the ])eoi)le wei'e crowding the door. So they 
took the sick man up to the housetop, and, imcovering the iMof,- 
they let him down, still lying on his bed, to the court at Jesus'' 
feet. 
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Tlie Savioiu' knew what trouble they had taken to come to 
him, and it pleased him to have them show such trust that they 
were willing to do so much hard work. He stopped his lesson and 
said to the man who was sick with the palsy, '' Son, be of gtjod 
clieer, your sins are forgiven." 

You remember there were many scribes and Pharisees there 
who were trying to find something to say against Jesus, so that 
they could prove that he was a bad man, ^vh() was making the 
people believe what was wrong. Now they thought they had 
found something. They said to one another. " This man pretends 
to be God ; for no one can forgive sins Ijut God." The}' accused 
him of one of the very greatest sins that any man could commit. 
Pretending to be God. or to have the power that belongs only to 
God, or trying to make people think that God is not so great and 
good as He really is, was called " blasphem}'." The Jewish law 
commanded that any man who spoke blasphemy, or " blas- 
phemed," should be put to death. What Jesus said would have 
been blasphemy if any one else had said it. But Jesus was the 
Son of God, and to him God liad given power which had never 
been given to any one before. 

Jesus knew wluit they were saying, and he answered them. 
"Why do you think evil of me?" he said; "which woi'ds are 
easier to say, 'your sins are forgiven,' or ' arise and walk' ? But 
I will show you that I did not say mere words, but that I, the Son 
of man, ha^'e the power to forgive sins." Then he turned to the 
sick man and said, " Arise, take up your bed, and go to your 
house." And immediatelv that man who was not able to get to 
Jesus without being carried by his friends rose, rolled up his bed, 
took it under his arm, and walked away. His heart Avas full of 
love and thankfulness to God. The crowd, filled with wonder, 
left the house soon afterward, saying, " We have seen strange 
things to-day." 
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After the people had all gone, Jesus went out to take a walk. 
While walking he came to the place where Matthew, a publican 

or tax-collector, was sit- 
ting at his work. Jesus 
stopped and spoke to 
him, saying, "Will you 
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Matthew 
probaljly' knew Jesus, 
and was glad to be 
chosen a disciple of 
the great ]\Iaster. He 
arose at once, left his 
work, and followed the 
Christ. 

The publicans were 
the men who gathered 
the money which the 
Jews had to pay to the 
Roman Emperor. Some 
of them were Romans 
and some Avere Jews. 
Probably many of them 
were dishonest men, 
who tried to collect more money than they should, especially 
from the poor. The scribes and Pharisees thought no puldican 
was honest, and never tried to make one of them a better man. 
They l(joked down on them all as wicked men, who should not 
be allowed to associate with any one who was good. 

They hated to pay the taxes, and hated the publicans who 
collected them, whether they were Jew or Roman. But they 
hated the Jews who did this work the most, because they 
thought they should have more love for their country than to 
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help the Romans get money from them. But Jesus did not 
thmk as the Pharisees did, and chose Matthew, who was some- 
times called Levi, to be one of his disciples. 

Matthew very soon made a feast and invited his publican 
friends to come to his house and meet the Master and the new 
companions he had chosen. It was the custom then to allow 
anybody who wished to go into a house where there was a 
feast, and look on while the real guests were eating. So the 
scribes and Pharisees followed Jesus to Matthew's house. When 
they saw Jesus at the table eating with these publicans, they said 
to the disciples, "How is it that your Master is willing to eat 
and drink with these wicked people?" Now Jesus heard what 
they said, and he himself answered them in these words : 
"They that are well need not a physician [or doctor], but they 
that are sick. I came, not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." 

Tlie Pharisees knew what he meant by this answer. He 
called them the well and the righteous because they thought 
they were good enough, and did not need help to be better. He 
who had come to make people's souls well and happy could do 
nothing for them because they would not take what he offered 
to give them. That is why he did not work with them. But 
the publicans, who knew that they were wicked j^eople and were 
willing to be made better, were the sick; and Jesus, the great 
Physician, went among them because he could do them good. 

And now it was time again for one of the Jewish feasts at 
Jerusalem, and Jesus went to the feast. Many of the cities in 
those times were surrounded with strong walls, and in the walls 
were gates through which the people went in and out of the 
town. Jerusalem was one of these walled cities, and had five 
gates. Near one of them, known as the Sheep Gate, was a pool 
of water, called Bethesda, which means House of Mercy. Water 
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was never very plentiful in Jerusalem, and all the wells and pools 
were nnich prized by the people. But they were especially fond 
of Betliesda, for tlie water there was supposed to cure disease. 

Some one had built around the pool hve stone porches, with 
steps leading down into tlie water. Here, sheltered from the 
weather, the sick people could wait until they could step into 
the pool. They could not do this whenever they wanted to. At 
certain times only there was a buljbling motion of the watei-, 
which they believed was made by an angel going into the pool. 
Then, as they thought, whoever stepped into the water lirst was 
cured of any disease he had. Of course every sick person wanted 
to be the first, and as no one could tell when the moving of the 

water would lie. the 
porches were usually 
hlled with the people 
who were waiting for 
the tiuie to ci.nne. 

It was on the Sah- 
bath day that Jesus, 
walkiuo- )jv this iiool 
of Betliesda. saw in 
oue of the porches a 
very feeble man. A\"ho 
had Ijeen sick thirty- 
eight j'ears. His friends 
had brought him to the 
pool and left him there 
alone. The Saviour 
saw him lying there, 
and knowing how long 
he had been sick he 

The Infirm Man at Bethesda fclt pjty for him. 
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''Would you like to be made well?" he asked. The poor man 
did not know that the one who spoke to him was better able to 
cure him than the waters of Bethesdn, and answered, " Sir, I 
have no one to put me into the pool at the right time, and while 
I am trying to get there myself, some one steps in before me." 
Jesus said to him as he did to the jialsied man at Capernaum, 
-' Rise, take np your bed and walk." 

Strange enough the man did not say : " I cannot do it. I have 
not walked for thirty-eight years." He felt as if he could walk 
now. He rose at once and walked awaj', carrying his bed with 
him. The Bible does not say that he even stopped to thank the 
one who had done so much for him, who was soon lost to his 
siglit in the crowd about the pool. 

The man had not gone very far when he was stopped by some 
of the Pharisees, who thought it was wrong to carry anything 
in the hands on the Sabbath day. They thought it was wrong 
to cure the sick, or move them in bed, or even to do any of the 
little things that make sick people more comfortable. When 
these very strict Jews saw this man with the bed under his arm 
they said, '• Do you not know that it is the Saljbath day, and that 
it is against the law to carry your bed ? " The man excused him- 
self l)v saying, " He that nurde me well told me to take up my 
bed and walk." It seems as if every one would have been glad 
that the man was able to do that, but the Jews were not. They 
:isked, angrily, " Who was it that told you to take up your bed ? " 
The man could not tell them, for he himself did not know. 

A little while after this they met again in the temple, and 
Jesus talked with the man about the kind of life ho was living. 
If he had been a really good man he [irohably would not have had 
this trouble, so the Christ said to him, " You are well now, but it' 
you keep on doing wicked things something worse may happen 
to you. Go, and sin no more." The man left the temple, saw 
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the Jews again and told them that it was Jesus who had cured 
liim. Then they crowded about the Saviour, and Ijegan to abuse 
him, because he had done these things on the Sabbatli day. 

Who do you think spent the day in the way best pleasing to 
Cxod ? The Christ, with a heart full of love, doing what he cuuld 
to help some one who was in trouble, or the Jews whose hearts 
were so full of hatred to him because he had done what they 
called wrong that they wanted to kill him ? 

Jesus was not afraid of them. He told them that he was only 
doing his Father's work. It made them still more angry to have 
him call God his Father. He tried to prove to them that he was 
the Son of God ; that he could not do such things as they had 
seen him do if his Father did not give him the power. He said 
that if they would- trust him they would see still greater works, 
and asked them if they did not remember that John the Baptist had 
called him the Christ. More than that, his Father at his baptism 
had said, " This is my beloved Son." " You study the Scripture.s," 
he said, " because you think they will save you ; and the}' tell of 
me. Why do you not come to me and learn what I can teach 
you ? I know why you do not come. It is because your hearts 
are not full of the love of God. How can you believe ? " After 
he had said all he wanted to, he left them. 

They did not dare to touch him then, but they did not forgive 
him, and they made up their minds that they would watch him, 
and see if they could nut find something for which they could 
punish him. It seems very strange that they would not listen 
to him, and believe what he taught. Probably if they had been 
better men they would have been willing to listen, and would have 
learned to love the man who was always doing so much for others. 
But they liked to be the rulers of the people, and they were afraid 
that if Jesus were allowed to teach, the people would leave them, 
and they would lose their power. They were jealous. 
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One Sabbath not long after this, Jesus and his disciples were 
walking through a field of grain in Galilee. The disciples were 
hungry, and as they 
walked along they 
picked some of the grain 
and ate it. It was per- 
fectly right for them to 
pick this grain, for the 
Jewish law said that 
any one coiild pick the 
ears with his hands 
if he wanted to eat 
them, but that no one 
must cut the grain with 
the sickle and take it 
home unless it was his. 

"Wherever Jesus 
went now some of the 
Pharisees followed to 
see what he Avas about. 
So when these men saw 
the friends of Jesus eat- 
ing the grain they said to him, " Your disciples are doing what 
is not right on the Sabbath." 

If the law gave the people the right to pick the grain in this 
way, why was there any reason why the Pharisees should blame 
them? You remember that these Jews were very strict a])uut 
some things, although in other ways they were very bad. One 
of the things they were very strict about was the keeping of the 
Sabbath. Their law said that they must not work on the Sab- 
bath, and they said that rubbing off the grain with the hands was 
work. So they did not allow it to be done on the Sabbath. They 
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could not blame Jesus for breaking the law, because he had not 
picked any of the grain. But they blamed him for allowing his 
disciples to do so. 

Jesus said to them : '• The priests in the temple do more work 
than this when they offer the sacrifices and burn the incense. 
Do they break the law ? If you had any love in your hearts 
you would not try to find fault with those who have done no 
wrong." 

The disciples went with their Master to the sjmagogue, and 
the Pharisees followed. There was a man there who had a with- 
ered hand, one which had dried up and was of no use to him. 
Jesus saw this man, and the Pharisees saw him, too. They won- 
dered if he would dare to do anvthino; for him on the Sabbath 
day. The Saviour knew that they were watching him, Ijut that 
did not make any difference. He felt displeased with them 
bi'cause they were so hard-hearted, and asked them this cjuestion : 
'■ Which is rio'ht, to do a;ood on the Sabbath, or to do evil? to 
savi- life, or to destroy it? If any of yoii men have one sheep and 
it should fall into a deep hole on the Saljbath day, will 30a not 
take hold of it and lift it out? And how much better is a man 
than a sheep ! " There was no answer. Then Jesus said to the 
man, " Stretch out your hand." He could not possibly have done 
so a moment before, but now he stretched it out, and it was like 
the other. How angry this made the Pharisees ! They left the 
synagogue at once and planned how they coidd stop the work of 
this teacher. 
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THE NEW KIN(;D0JI AND ITS LAWS 



But though 



thii Pharisees were so unkind to him, Jesus had 
a great many friends in those dnys. The crowds that gathered 
around him grew larger and larger every day. The work was 
too nnich for him, and he felt that he must have help. He must 
train some of his friends 
to go about as he had [ 
been doing, and teach | 
the people. He went 
out into a mountain, 
and there he stayed all 
night, praying to God 
for strength to do his 
work, and planning the 
best way to do it. 

When it was morn- 
ing he went down among 
his disciples, and chose 
twelve of them for this 
kind of work. He called 
them "Apostles." They 
were : John, James, 
Simon Peter, Andrew, 
Philip, Nathanael, and 

^r , |^ J.1 Choosing the Twelve Apostles 

Matthew, another 

James, another Simon, Thomas, Thaddaeus, and Judas. 

While Jesus had been choosing these apostles men and women 
had been gathering to hear his morning lesson. It was hard to 
talk to so many when they were pressing so close to him. So he 
went a little way up the side of the mountain, where he could be 
just a little higher than they were, and be easily seen and heard 
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by all. The apostles stayed very near him, anxious now to 
hear every word their Master said ; for were they not going out 
to teach the same lessons that he did ? 

In clear tones Jesus taught them all, the apostles and the 
crowds, the most wonderful lesson the world has ever heard. It 
is called the "Sermon on the Mount"; and ever since it was 
given every one who has loved the Saviour has loved to read 
that sermon over and over again. 

First he gave them the rules for being happy. These are 

called the "•Beatitudes," 
and every rule begins with 
the word " Blessed," wliich 
means happ}'. 

" Blessed are the poor 
in spirit ; for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven." The 
poor in spirit are tho>e 
■\vlio are gentle, who are 
williui!; to be controlled, 
who do iwt get angry with 
one an(.)ther ; who know 
they are not as good as 
the}' ought to l)e. and are 
always trying to l)e better. 
•' Blessed are they that 
mourn ; for they shall be 
condVu'ted." To nn)urn is 
to be in sorrow liecause of 
some loss or some tronlile. 
The Beatitudes ^^ '^^'^'^ "ot sceui as if be- 

ing in trou))]e could make- 
one liappy, does it? Yet it does; for then the heart becomes 
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tender, and feels the need of (iod. If we never had any trouljle 
ourselves we should not know how to feel sorry for otiiers ; we 
should grow sellish and hard-hearted. 

" Blessed are the meek ; for they shall inherit the earth." 
Those who are meek are patient when things d(j not g(j just right; 
they think more of the needs of others than they do of their own 
comfort, and they do not try to get the best of places and the 
most attention for themselves. 

'• lilessed ai'e they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness ; for they shall he hlleil." Were you ever so hungiy that it 
seemed as if you could not wait another minute for something to 
eat? And were }'ou e\'er very thirst}' ? Jesus said that ])eoi)le 
who want to be happy must long to be good, just as they long for 
food, when they are hungry, and for water, when they are thii'sty ; 
if tlu.'y d(_i thai, they will be sui'c not to do wrong. 

" lilessed are the merciful ; for they shall obtain mercy." To 
be merciful is to show kindness to everybody and ex'erything that 
is living. It is those wluj love everybody who are hjved by every- 
body, and only Ihose -who do little deeds of kindness whenever 
they have a chance that can expect to ])e treated kindly tliemselves. 

'•Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall see God." 
Only by driving (jut the bad thoughts that couie to us, and iilling" 
our minds with good, sweet thoughts, ('an we keep our hearts pure; 
if we do not think wrong, we will not do wrong. 

•• ]>lessed are the peacemakers; for they shall ))e called the 
chililren of God." Now peacemakers do not tell tales or do any- 
thing else to make trouble between others. They try to stop a 
quarrel, wdien they know of it, and if any one speaks harshly 
to them, they give the scjft answer wdiich tiu'us away anger. 
And all those who do this, who try to make this world better 
by keeping those aroimd them sweet-tempered, are God's own 
children. 
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" Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake ; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when 

men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and shall 
say all niaimei' of evil 
against you falselj', for 
my sake. Rejoice and 
be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in 
heaven ; for so perse- 
cuted they the pnjphets 
which were before you." 
Jesus knew that be- 
fore a irreat while his 
disciples would be ill- 
treated just because they 
were his friends, and 
tried to obe}' his teach- 
ings, and these t^vo Beat- 
itudes were given ti> 
encourage theui when 
that time came; to teach 
them that when one is 
in the right he need not feel afraid to have ])eople say or do 
whatever they will. God will lielp liim bear wdiate\'er comes. 

Jesus called his disciples the salt of the earth and the light of 
the w(n']d. Do you know how useful salt is in saving food and 
making it taste good ? Your mother would not think that she 
could get along without salt. Neither could the world get along 
without followers of the Christ, who live by their Master's rules. 
I>iit if salt should lose its taste it would be good for nothing 
at all, l)ut would be thrown away. In just the same way if tlie 
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' that I have come to destroy the 



followers of the Christ forget to live like him, they cannot do 
any good. 

He said that he would give them light ; that means he would 
make them understand his teachings. Then they must let their 
light shine ; must do good works and let people know that they 
did so because they had been with Jesus and learned of him. A 
light is of no good if it is all covered up, and not allowed to shine 
out. So the light Jesus gave them would do the world no good 
if they did not let it shine. 

'' Do not think," said he, 
laws you already have. 
You must obey these laws 
even better than yo\i have 
done, and I will teach you 
how to do it. The law 
says, ' Thou shalt not kill ' ; 
but, in God's sight, angry 
words and hatred are just 
as wicked. 

" The law says, ' An eye 
for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth ' ; if any one does 
harm, he must be paid back 
in the same way. But I 
say : ' Resist not evil. If 
any one strikes you on the 
right cheek, turn to him 
the other also.' Do not 
pay any one back who 
does you harm, but bear it patiently, and try to do him good. 

" The law says, ' Thou shalt love thy neighbor [or friend] and 
hate thine enemy ' ; but I say unto you, ' Love your enemies, do 
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good to them that liate you, and pray for those that ill-treat 
you. You must do these things to be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven ; for he is good to all whether they love him 

or not. You do not 
earn praise if you ai'e 
kind only to those who 
lo\'e you and are kind 
to 30U." 

fie taught them how 
to be generous, saying, 
" When you give mone\' 
or anything else to poor 
people, it must not lie 
in the synao-oiJue or on 
the street corners, where 
people vill see you and 
praise you for what you 
have done. Y^ou nui.st 
do it in secret and let 
no one know anything 
about it." 

He also taught them 
how to pray : '• \Vlien 
3'ou pra}" you must go 
to some place where you will l)e alone with God. Then yon nmst 
n(jt say over a great many words which do not mean anything to 
you, l>ut must speak to Clod as 3-ou would to your father, whom 
you lo\'e." 

It was in this sermon that Jesus taught the praj-er which we 
aJ] Ivuow and call the Lord's Prayer — Our Father wdiich art in 
Ilea,\en. 

Me s])oke to them about spending so nuich time in getting 
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money and in laying up treaKures on earth wlieie there are moths 
and rust to spoil, and thieves tu steaL He lohl them to trust 
their lieavenly Father to take eare of them as he did of the l)irds 
and the flowers. He said, " Look at the Ijirds Hying ahout in the 
air ; they do not sow nor reap, nor gather the grain into barns 
for the winter. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
nut nnich Ijutter tlian they are? And why be so troubled aliout 
yoiu' eloihes? Think of the lilies in the field, Ikjw they grow. 
They do not work ; 
they do not make their 
clothes, and yet Solo- 
niun with all his glory 
and all his riches was 
not elothed so beauti- 
fully as the}'. 

•• If God takes such 
care of the grass and 
flowers in the field, 
Avliich to-day are grow- 
ing and to-morrow will 
be put into the fire, will 
he not be even more 
willing to take care of 
you, and give you food 
and clothes ; even you, 
who ha\'e so little faith ? 
So do not be so anxious 
about your food and 
your clothes, for only 

tliose who do not know our Father need be anxious about them. 
Your heavenl}' Father knows just what you need, and if you love 
him and think more about doing what he wants you to do than 
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about wliat you are going to get for it, you will be given all that 
you need." 

Jesus did not mean that they were not to do any work ; that 
the men ought not to earn money and buy food and clothes for 
themselves and their children. Even the birds must fl}' around 
and hunt for their food, although God feeds them. So people 
will always have to work for the money to buy these things, but 
they must not be anxious and worry about it. And how foolish 
it is to spend all our time and thought on getting money which 
will only buy the things we want while we live on this earth ! 
Bat if we love God, and try to do those things that make our 
minds and our hearts better, we shall have something in heaven 
belonging to us. And this treasure cannot be spoiled by moths 
or by rust. If we are really God's children, he will give us all 
that we need, if we do the best we can. 

Jesus told his disciples not to judge other ]3eople ; to be sure 
that they themselves did everything just right iDefore the}' found 
fault with what others did, or blamed them for what seemed 
wrong. For if you are always judging those around you, people 
will begin to judge you. They will say that you have no busi- 
ness finding fault with them when you do just as bad, or perhaps 
worse, things yourself. First be sure you are doing right, then 
you can help others to be better. 

Another thing he said was, that if they asked they would 
receive good gifts from their Father in heaven. ''For," said he, 
" if your children ask you for bread will you give them a stone, 
which maj look like bread, but which they cannot eat ? And if 
they ask for a fish to eat, will you give them something that will 
make them sick? And do you not think that if you are willing 
to give good things to your children when they ask, your Father 
in heaven will be willing to give you what you need, if you 
ask him ? " 
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Jesus gave tliein a rule to learn that is worth so' much that it 
is called the Golden Rule, " Whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them." 

Another thing he said to them was, " Enter in at tlie narrow 
door ; for the door that leads to destruction is very wide, and the 
road is very broad, and 
it is easy to find it." 
But the way that leads 
to heaven is narrow, 
and there is only one 
door and one way to 
find it : by coming to 
Christ and doing what 
he wishes. It is not so 
easy at first, perhaps, 
to get into this path ; 
but it is a happier way, 
because we have our 
Father with us all the 
time. 

He showed them 
how to choose their 
friends, how they could 
tell wlien people were 
good. "Every tree is 
known by its fruits," said lie. " A good tree cannot bear liad 
fruit, neither can a poor tree bear good fruit. You do not pick 
figs from a thorn bush, nor grapes from a bramble bush. So it 
is with people ; a good man out of the goodness of his heart does 
that which is good, and a wicked man out of the badness of his 
heart does that which is wicked." So we can know by watching 
people whether tliey are trying to be good or not. 




Christ and the Children 



ON A C'11II>I)'S STORY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 

It was a long sermon tluit Jesus preached that day, and this 
is only a very little })art of it. Some day yon will want to read 
it all. If every one lea.i'iied these lessons and obeyed them, what 
a liiil'liy world we should have! Jesus himself said: "Whoso- 
ever iiiNus these sajings of mine and obeys them, is like a wise 
man wlm built liis house upon a- roek. The rain fell, and the 
fli Kills came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, but it 
did lint bb.iw over, for it was built upon a ro:'k. And e\'er} one 
tint JKNirs these sayings of mine and ol)eyeth them iKjt is like a 
f(M)lish mm wli(_) Ijiiilt liis house upon the sand. Idie rain fell, 
and the lidiids came, and the winds l;)lew and beat u])on that house, 
and it fell And great was the fall of it." 

THE SECOND l'l!E.\CIII\G TOUR 

The lessi_}n for the day was over, and Jesus ca.me down fi(jm 
the UKiiintain-side to go into Capernaum ; for he made his home 
there now. As they entered the city they were met by some of 
the J(.'wish rulers, with a, mess;ige for -lesus. Tlici'e was a Kunian 
ca})tain. called a centnrion, who had a muchd(i\ed servant. This 
servant had beim taken with the palsy, and was verv ill. Tlie 
centurion had beard of Jesus, and, believing that he cdiild heal 
any si(d<ness, had sent word by these men, begging the Saviour to 
Come anil heal the ser\ant. 

Tlie Jews were glad to do something to help the centurion. 
because, altbiiugb he was a Roman, he had been very kind to 
them, and bad built tbein a synagogue. They urged Jesus to go. 
The Sa\ionr said, '-I will go and heal him," and he started at 
once. 

When be was not far fi-imi the house he was met Ijv other 
Irienils nf the linmaii captain, with another message; for as he 
thoimht mnre about it, it seemed that he had asked too great a 
fa\'i)r nf .Jesus. And so he had sent this word; "Lord, trouble 
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not yourself to come, fur I am not worthy to liave you come into 
my house. Speak the word where you are, and my servant will 
be well. For you can conunand disease to go, and be obeyed, just 
as 1 tell my soldiers to go or come, and am obeyed." 

Jesus was surprised to have this Roman trust liim so fully. 
He turned about and said to those who were with him, '' 1 have 




Centurion's Servant 

not seen such faith as this among the Jews." To the friends of 
the centurion he said, " Go back to the house, for the servant is 
already well." The messengers went back and found the ser- 
vant well, as Jesus had said. 

Early the next morning, while it was cool, Jesus started out 
again in another direction. This time he went to Nain, a city 
about twenty-five miles from Capernaum. Plis apostles \vere 
with him, and as was always the case in these days, the crowds 
followed too. 
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When tliey reached the gate of the city they met a procession, 
of very sad people. A woman of Nain, whose hiishand liad died 

some time before, had 
now lost her only son, 
and friends were carr\-ing 
him outside the city tO' 
bury him. He must have 
been a b(jy very much 
loved, for there was a 
long procession following 
him to the grave, and 
weeping because he had 
been taken away from 
them. 

Jesns and his apostles- 
joined the procession as. 
every one who met them 
was expected to do. to 
show that he felt sorry 
for the family. This poor- 
mother was verv, very 
sad. Jesus, seeing her 
sorrow and tears, said to 
her. " Do not weep." 
Then he did something that surprised everybody: he went u]) to 
the frame on which the young man was being carried, touched it, 
and told those who were carrying it to stop. 

They did as he said, wondering what was going to happen 
next. And what do yon think did happen ? Jesus said. ■■ Young 
man, I say to you, Arise." The boy, even though he was dead, 
heard what the Lord said. He sat up and began to talk. Jesus 
gave him back to his mother, and then went on his way. 




The Raising of the Widow's Son 



THE MINISTRY OF THE CIIKIST 



71 



The people who had seen wliat had happened were afraid and 
began to trenihle. They had seen Jesus eure ever}' kind of 
■disease, l)nt could he even bring the dead to life '' Surely no one 
could do that but the Christ. They thanked God for such a 
Saviour, and said: "-A great prophet has come among us. Surely 
God has visited his people." 

The story of what Jesus had done spread about throughout 
Judea until some of 
the disciples of John 

heard it. John was - , 

still in prison, but his 
friends were allowed 
to visit him there, and 
.some of them told their 
master what they had 
heard about the great 
preacher. John sent 
them to Jesus with 
this question, " Are 
you the Christ that 
was to come, or must 
we still look for an- 
other ? " 

Instead of answer- 
ing them in words 
Jesus showed them 
the kind of work he 
was doing. There were 

the lame and blind and sick people all around him whom he cured 
and taught. Then he said to John's disciples: "Go back and tell 
your master what you have seen and heard ; how the blind see, 
the lame walk, the lepers are made well, the deaf hear, the dead 
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are raised to life. And tell him, too, that the gosjoel is being 
preached to the poor." Gospel means good news. John had 
preached the gospel as long as he was allowed to do it, and Jesus 
was doing it now, and doing as the prophets had said the Christ 
would do. 

After John's disciples had left him, Jesus spoke to the people 
in words of the highest praise of John the Baptist, who, he said, 
was the greatest prophet the world had ever seen. Those of his 
hearers who were fond of John were very glad to hear the SaA^- 
iour speak so well of him, but the scribes and Pharisees, who did 
not like the rough preacher from the wilderness, were angry to 
hear him called the greatest prophet. 

Jesus told them their actions were like tliose of little children 
who would not be pleased with an^'tliing. Because John the 
Baptist lived in a different way and wore different clothes : l)e- 
cause he woidd not go into their homes and live among them, 
they found fault with him and said that he was not in his right 
mind. And yet, when he, the Son of God came, living in the 
way they did, going to their homes and eating with them, they 
did not think that was right either, and were no better pleased. 

That very day Jesus was invited to take dinner with une of 
the Pliarisees who could not quite nrake up his mind whether this 
Rabbi was or was not a prophet. This Pharisee was called Simon, 
a very common name among the Jews. 

If a friend conies to visit us, or if we go to visit a friend, 
there are some things which we must always do to be polite. It 
is so in ever}' country, but the rules of politeness are not always 
the same. In Palestine they were verv different from ours. As 
soon as the guest arrived at tlie house he was expected to take off 
his shoes, or sandals, and leave them at the door. Sandals could 
be taken off very easily, for they were nothing but a sole with one 
or two straps o\er the foot and one o\'er the ankle. 
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After he had taken off his shoes the friend was received by 
the master of the house, who gave him a ls:iss of welcome, and 
then led him to his place at the table. Then a servant brought 
water and bathed his feet, which was very refreshing to the one 
who had been travelling in that hot, dusty country. It was not 
hard for the servant to do this, for the Jews did not sit at the 
table as we do while eating. They lay on couches which were 
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placed at three sides of the table. They rested on their left elbow 
and left their right hand free to use. As their heads were tow- 
ards the table and their feet away from it the servant could easily 
pass from one person to another, bathing the tired feet. The 
Jews were very fond of bathing. You remember that at the 
wedding at Cana of Galilee there were six stone jars standing 
outside the door for the use of the guests. 

After his feet had Ijeen washed, either the master of the 
house or the servant poured sweet-smelling oil on the head and 
beard of the gue.st. This was called anointing him. Then 
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more water was brought for him to use in wasliing his hands. 
This was one of tlie tilings in which the Jews were very par- 
ticuhir ; the hands must be waslied before eacli meal. There 
was need of tlie liands being clean, for every one took his bread 
in his fingers and dipped it in a dish which was passed to all. 

.Jesus accepted this invitation to dinner, for he wanted to 
)je friendly with all men and do what 4ie could to please them. 
He took off his sandals at the door, and then went to his place 
at the table. But Simon, although he had invited the greatest 
man that ever lived to visit him, did nothing to care for his 
comfort ; his feet were not bathed, he received no kiss of wel- 
come, no water was brought for his hands. 

Jesus did not seem to notice that these things were not done ; 
he took his place at the table with the others, and said nothing. 
Tilings were going along as usual at dinner when something 
happened that Simon had not planned. The door was opened 
and a woman walked in, a woman who was known in the town 
to be very wicked. She carried in her hand a box of ointment, 
a sweet-smelling perfume which was very expensive. 

It would not have seemed so strange if some man had walked 
into the house that way, for you remember that such a thing as 
that happened very often. But to have a woman do so was very 
strange, for not even the women of the family usually were 
allowed at the table when the men were eating. 

This woman did not mind the staring and angry eyes that 
were looking at her, but went straight to the feet of Jesus. She 
had heard the great teacher some time before this, and his talk 
had made her so ashamed of herself that since that time she had 
been living a different kind of a life ; and when she heard that 
he was at Simon's house she made up her mind to go there, too, 
for she wanted to show that she was thankful to him for teach- 
ing her to be a better woman. 
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She did not feel worthy to be his friend, but she could do for 
him the work of a servant. As she stood behind him, crying, 
her tears fell so fast that his feet were wet with them, and she 
wiped tliem away with her long thick hair. Even though she 
was crying, she was very happy to be so near her Saviour, and 
she showed her happi- 
ness and love by ten- 
derly kissing his feet. 
Then she took some of 
the sweet-smelling oint- 
ment from her box and 
rublDed his feet with 
that. 

All this time Simon 
looked on, wondering 
that Jesus did not put a 
stop to what the woman 
was doing, and saying 
to himself : " If this 
man were the prophet 
they say he is, he would 
know what kind of a 
woman this is, and 
would not allow her to 
touch him." Jesus, who 
was looking at Simon, 

knew wliat he was thinking about. " Simon," said he, " I have 
something to say to you." "Master, say on," answered Simon. 
Then Jesus told him this story: — 

' Two men owed another man some money, but neither of 
them had anything with which to pay their debt. One of them 
owed what would he about eighty-five dollars in our money, and 
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the otlier about eight doUars and a half. The man they owed 
knew that neither could pay him, .so he forgave them l)uth ; 
neither need pay anything. Then Jesu.s a.sked, " Which do you 
suppose will love him the most V " Simon answered, '* Tlie one 
who owed the most, 1 su})pose." " You have answered right," 
said Jesus. 

He had not seemed to notice the woman Ijefore, l)ut miw he 
turned to her and, still talking to Simon, said : *' Do \o\\ see this- 
woman? I came to yoiu" house because you invited me. You 
gave nie no water for my feet, but she has washed my feet with 
tears and Aviped them with her hair. Y^ou ga\'e me no kiss, liut 
this woman since 1 came in has not stopped kissing my feet. 
You did not anoint \\\y head, but she has poured ointment i:m 
my feet. We all know that she has been a \i}vy wii-l^cd woman, 
but she will never be so again. She has done many wrong things^ 
but they have all been forgiven, and she is so thankful that her 
heart is full of love." 

Simon saw what the story meant : Ijoth he and the ^^•oman 
had done many wrong things, although the woman had been 
more wicked than he. Neither of them could pay God to for- 
give them, yet because he loved them he had forgiven them both. 
The woman was so full of love to the one who had forgiven her 
that- she wanted to do all she could to show it ; but Simon had 
not even been polite. Should you not think that he would have 
been ashamed, when he tliought about all that had luqipened? 

Jesus tlien turned to the woman and said, " You are forgiven, 
your faith has saved you ; go, now, and l)e hapi)_v." The Phari- 
sees were very angry at the strange teacher Avlio'told the woman 
that her sins were forgivt-u. They were not glad he could make 
sick people well, and wicked people good, liecause he diil not 
teach what they wanted, tliey would not believe anything he 
said, and wanted to put a stop to his work. 
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But if the Pharisees were unkind to him, he still had many 
friends. Tlie apostles were alwa.ys with him now,, and thei'e 
were three or four women who helped them all tliey could. 

From early morning till hite at night the t'rowds pressed 
around the Saviour. Many followed him hecause they liked to 
hear him talk, many 

liecause they wanted ' 

him t(_) heal their bod- | 

ies. SouK' l'o]h)wed 
heca.use the erowd did, 
and still otliers, like 
the rharisees, were 
jealous heeause he 
was so nuieh loved, 
and wanted to lind 
something in what he 
did or what he said 
that was against the 
law. If they once 
did that, they could 
complain of him to 
the rulers and liaA'C a 
stop put to liis teach- 
ing. 

One day th(M-e was Jesus Teaching 

lironght to Ji'sus an 

insane man. Any one who had a- kind licart would have pitied 
this man \'ery much, for, li(\si(lcs liciug insane, he could neither 
sec nor talk. But there was only oiu' who could help him. His 
friends knew that, and so tliev jirought him to the Christ. When 
the man left the Saviour he could see, he could talk, and lu' was 
not insane. The Christ had made a well man of him. 
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It would do no g(jod for the Pharisees to try to make the 
people belie\'e the man had not been cured ; but they said, " To 
be sure this man can do great things, but he does not get his 
power from God ; he gets it from Satan." They wanted Jesus to 
show them a sign from heaven if it was not so, but this Jesus 
Avould not do. He said that they had seen signs enough to make 
them believe him, if signs were to be of any use. He said, too, 
that many other people had believed and been forgiven, after less 
teaching than they had had. 

As he said these thiniJ-s to them a woman in tlie crowd called 
out to him, " Your mother is a happy woman to have such a son 
as you." To her Jesus answered, "Happier still are those who 
hear the word of God, and obey it." 

After this talk the people thought more of him than ever, and 
followed him in great crowds. There was not a day of rest for 
him, and he could hardly get time to eat his food. 
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TWO WONDERFUL DAYS 



His mother and some of Ins friends becanae anxious for fear he 
Avoidd get sick working so hard and taking so little rest. One 
day they tried to jmsh through the crowd to speaic k) him about it. 
Some one told Jesus that his mother and Ijrutliers were trying to 
speak to him, but he said, " Who is my mother, and who are my 
brother 



I'S 



Then pointing to his disciples, he said, '• Behold 
my uiother and ray brothers." He did not mean tliat he did not 
Ln^e his mother any longer ; for we know tluit he loved her very 
dearly. He meant that it would be wrong for him to give up his 




Jesus teaching from a Boat 

work even for the sake of such a dear friend as his mother. He 
meant that others needed him more than she did ; and that he 
must love and work for them as much as a- man would love and 
work for his nearest friends. 
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Sii he went on from one city to another, helping people's souls 
and l:>i>ilies. It' he were near the lake, when men and women 
erowded to hear him. he often stepped into a boat, as he did that 
other (lav. and pushed out a little way from the shore. There 
he would sit and teach the people who stood on the bank much 
more easily than he could when standin^i;' among them. 

One of his favorite ways of teaching was by parable, that is, 
bv a sort of stoiy. He often explained to his disciples what the 

story meant. e\'en •when 
"^^ ' he left it for otlier [Peo- 

ple to guess. This is 
one of his paraliles. 

A sower \\'ent out to 
sow his seed, and as he 
sowed some of the seeil 
fell l)y the side of the 
path, and the liirds came 
and ate them up. Some 
fell on st<:niy places. 
Tliese sprang up ^a:'ry 
soon, liecause the earth 
was not deep ; but when 
the sun came up they 
were scorched, and l)e- 
cause the}' had no root 
they Avithered away. 
And some of the seed 
fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up 
and choked them. But others fell into good ground and bore 
tVuit, thirty, sixt}', or one hundred times as much as was 
planted. 
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The disciples aslced him to tell them what this parable meant, 
and this is the way he explained it : — 

'■ 1 am the so\ver ; the lessons I try to teach are the seed ; 



the people are the ground, 
iell b}- the side of the 
path, I meant that some 
of the people hear with 
their ears, but do not 
think enough about iny 
words to learn them, 
and do not try to under- 
stand them. So, very 
soon, the wicked spirit, 
who is always watching. 



When I said that some of the seed 




whispers other thoughts 
into their minds. The 
good lessons are forgot- 
ten, and cannot grow 
.and bear fruit. 

" The stony ground 
Irearers understand my 
teachings, and try to Payable of sower 

■obey them for a time. 

But they are not brave enough to keep on trying when it is 
ihard to do right, or some one makes fun of them. 

" The thorns are those whose minds are so fdled with their 
'Work or play, with getting money or having a good time, that 
thoughts of God and what he wants them to do are almost 
■crowded out. 

"• The good ground hearers are those who try all the time to 
know and do what is right, and the more they know and the 
more they do, the happier and the more useful they become." 
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Here is another parable that Jesus told thein about this time : 

" The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 

in his Held. At night, when everybody was asleep, an enemy 

(some one who did not 
like him) came and 
sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went away 
quietly, without being 
seen. 

" Tares are weeds 
which look very much 
like wheat until the 
seeds are ripe. There 
is a little difference. l.)ut 
one has to look care- 
fully to see it. But the 
seed is very bad ; it i* 
almost poisonous. If it 
is picked and mixed 
with the wheat it makes 
the people who eat it 
sick. 

" "When it w^vs time 
for the young plants to- 
show, the servants noticed that some Avere a little different from 
the rest. They loolced closely, and found that they were tares. 
They went to their master, and said : ' Sir, did you not sow good 
seed in your field ? How is it that there are tares there ? ' He 
answered, 'An enemy has done it.' 'Shall we go and gather 
them up ? ' asked the servants. But he answered : ' No, for fear 
that if you try to gather the tares 3'ou will root up some of the 
wheat also. Let l)oth grow together until the harvest time. 
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Then I will say to the reapers, Gather together the tares first, 
bind them in bundles and burn them ; but gather the wheat into 
my barn.' " 

In this parable the man who sowed the wheat is God ; the 
enemy is Satan, that wicked spirit Avho tempted even Jesus ; our 
tlioughts are the seed; the harvest is tlie end of the world. 
Whatever we tliink that is good is a wlieat seed which God has 
planted; a nauglity thought is a seed sowed by Satan. If we 
allow the good seed to grow, God will love us and take us to liis 
home in heaven when we die. But if we allow Satan's seed to 
gvdw, we must be punished, just as the tares were Ijurned. 

Jesus spoke otlier parables. One was about a small seed 
being planted, and a big tree growing from it. Another was 
about a little yeast being put into the middle of a pan of flour 
and working its way through the whole mass of dough. Tliese 
show what great things may come from little beginnings. We 
do not know how much good a little act of kindness, even a kind 
word or smile, may do some one who wants just that thing. 

Here is another parable that Jesus did not explain to his 
hearers, and which perhaps you can think out for yourselves. 
'■ The kingdom of heaven is like a merchantman looking everj- 
where for good pearls. When he had found one pearl of great 
price, he went and sold all that he had, anil bought it." 

All these and ma,ny other parables Jesus spoke to the people 
one day as he was sitting in the fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. 
He taught all day, and when evening oame lie was tired. "Let 
us cross over to the other side of the lake," said he to his dis- 
ciples. They were glad to do as he wished. 

It was pleasant weather when they started, but before they 
had been out very long the clouds began to gather. Fishermen 
on this lake do not like to see clouds look as these did, for they 
mean high wind, and a storm that comes very quickly. These 
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istunn came 
nearer ; at 
upon them 



fi.slierman disciples of Jesus knew what tlie danger was, and got 
their hoaL ready to stand tlie wind and rahi as best she could. 

Jesus was so tired that he laid his head on a pillow that some 
one had placed in the stern of the boat, and went to sleep soon 

after they started. The 

nearer and 

iist it was 

in all its 

strength. The r;iin poured, 

the wind Ijlew a gale, the 

■\va\'es dashed o\"er the 

sides of the l)oat. Jesus 

slept quietly on. and his 

apostles, knowing hi;i\v tired 

he was, did not wake him. 

Thev keiJt at \\ork. doing 

all they could to sa\'e his 

life and their own. 

The water liegan to fill 
the lioat; it seeni.^d as if 
they nuist all drown. Still 
Jesus did not wake. At 
last, so frightened that they 
did not know what else to 
do, the disciples touched their Lord, and said, '• Master, do vou not 
care whether we drown or not'.'" Jesus awoke, not in the least 
frightened, and said. ■' Can you not trust me yet?" Then he 
rose, and, looking over the troidiled water, he said to the waves, 
" Peace, be still." In a moment the winds had stopped blowing, 
the water was perfectly f|uiet. 

The disciples, even though they had seen their Master do 
many wonderfid things, were surprised at the sudden change in 
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the weather. " What kind of a man is this," said they, " that 
even tlie winds and the waves obey hiui ? " 

The storm was o\ev, and they were som across the lake. 
They had no sooner stepped on the shore tliau they were met 
by two demoniacs, or insane men, who lived among the ca\es 
and rocks on the shore. Insanity had made one of these men 
dangerous. He was wild, and no one could tame him. Many 
times he had been tied with ropes and chains, but he had worked 
on them until he had broken them apart. He wandered among 
tile caves night and day, screaming and cutting his body with 
stones. He was naked, for he had torn his clothes all to pieces. 

When this man saw Jesus coming, even when he was far off, 
he began to cry: "What have 1 to do with you. Jesus, b'on of the 
most liiyh God ? Do not trouble me." The Savioui' said, '■ Come 
•out of the man, you unclean spirit." He then asked the man 
^\■hat his name was. He was not yet in his right mind, and 
still talked about the many evil spirits that were living in him. 

He asked Jesus to send them out of him into some pigs that 
were feeding on the shore of the lake. There were about two 
thousand in this herd, and just then the whole herd ran down the 
bank into the sea, and were drowned. The men and Ijoys that 
were taking care of tliem started in every direction to tell 
■every one in the city and in the country what had happened. 

People wanted to know if their story was true, and hurried 
to the shore to find out for themselves. There they found the 
•demoniac, of whom every one had been afraid, sitting by the 
Saviour, clothed and in his right mind. They were not afraid 
of him now, for he w^as like themselves. But they weie afraid 
of the man who could make the evil spirits obey him, and so 
they begged Jesus not to stay with them any longer, but to go 
back to his own country. Think what they lost ! For Jesus 
stepped into the boat again, and did what they asked. 
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The man -whom lie had just cured wanted to go with him. l)ut 
the Master said, '■ No, go back to your friends and tell them what 
m-eat thina;s the Lord has done for vou." The man obeyed, and 
he, who a few hours before was wild and dangerous, went through 
all the cities telling that Jesus had made him well. 

The Christ and liis apostles crossed tlie lake again to Caper- 
naum, where they found men and women waiting on the shore, 
g;lad to see them back. He taught them as usual, there l)V the 
seaside. 

While he was speaking to them, a ruler of the synagogue, 
named Jairus, begged him to go home with him as quickly as 
he could, and save his only daughter, who was dying. She was 
twelve years old. " My little daughter is just alive." cried tlie 
sorrowing father. '' I pray you to come and lay your hands on 
her that she may be made well."" Jesus went with him, but the, 
people, not willing to lose sight of him, followed ver}- closely 
behind them. 

Before they reached the house a servant came to Jairus and 
said: ''Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Master."" 
Jesus overheard what he said, and, turning to the sorrowing* 
father, he comforted him. "Do not be afraid,"" said he; •■only 
trust me and she will be made well.'" 

The whole company moved on toward the house of Jairus, 
and as they drew near they heard the noise of people groaning 
and crying aloud. They were mourning for the little girl who had 
died, in the way the people of that country do even now. They 
think that the greater the noise the more will people think they 
loved the child they have lost. 

Jesus stepped into the house, followed by Peter. Jaiues, and 
John, the only ones of the company whom he would allow to go 
in with him. Then they and the father and the mother of the 
girl went into the room where she was Ij'ing. They found it 
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filled with the mourning people, and Jesus said to them : " Why 
do you cry, and make so mucli noise ? She is not dead, she is 
sleeping." They thought he did not know what he was talking 
about, and lauglied at him. 

J'esus sent out of the room all but the father and mother, and 
his three disciples. Then, going over to the bed wheie the child 
lay. he took hold of her 
hand and said, " Little 
maid, arise." The little 
girl opened her eyes and 
began to move. Then 
she got up and went to 
her mother. Jesus toUi 
the astonished parents 
to give her something 
to eat, and left the 
house with his disciples. 

While he was on his 
way to the house of 
Jairus another wonder- 
ful thing had happened. 
A ■\\'oman who had been 
sick for twelve years 
was in the crowd. She 
had been to very many 
doctors, and had spent 
all her money in trying to find something that would make her 
well. Yet she had been growing worse every day. The doctors 
of that time and in that country were not as good as those who 
take care of us when we are sick, but very likely this A\as a 
troulJe that no one could cure, even though he had been a very 
wise and learned doctor. 
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Somebody had told her that Jesus of Nazareth could cure any 
kmd of sickness, and she was following to see if he could help 
her. There was something in his looks that made her trust him. 
" If I can but touch his clothes," said she, '• I sliall be well." So- 
she worked her way through the crowd till she was close Ijehind 
the Saviour, and then she put out her hand and touched his- 
clothes. Although in her modesty and her fear that the mighty 
Teacher would be displeased with her, she only touclied the hem,, 
or frinse, at the bottom of his lona; robe, that touch cured her. 

She stepped back into the crowd, and ^vould have gone- 
quietly aw;iy had not Jesus turned around and asked. " Who- 
touched me ? " Peter and the rest of the disciples said : '• Master,, 
the people are all crowding around you and pressing you. Whj 
do you ask who touched you?" But Jesus said, '"Some one 
has touched nie purposely, and has been made well;" and he 
looked about at those near him. 

The woman, feeling that he was looking at her, came trem- 
bling and fell at his feet. Then, before all those people, she told 
hinr why she had touched him, and how she had been made well 
as soon as she put her hand on his clothes. Was Jesus displeased 
that she chose that way of being helped ? Hear what he said to- 
iler, ■' Daughter, it was 3'our faith that made von well : go in 
peace, and be free from your trouble." She went away Avell, and 
was never troubled again with that sickness, and Jesus went on. 
to Jairus' house, as w^e have been reading. 

Two blind men folhjwed him from the house of Jairus. but he 
did not stop to give them sight, nor pay an-y attention to them, 
although thej' called to him again and again. " Jesus. Son of 
David, have pity on us." They followed him even to the house 
where he was staying, and at last Jesus stopped and turned to- 
them. "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" he asked, 
" Yes, Lord," answi'red both at once. 
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The Saviour touched their eyes, saying, '• I Avill cure you 
because you believe that I can." Tlieir eyes were opened, and 
wlien the poor men left Jesus they could see. 

Jesus did these miracles, not because he wanted to win praise 
from men, but l^ecause 

lie loved to help those '^ 

who needed him. He 
healed their bodies that 
he miijht win their 
love. What he had told 
Jairus lie repeated to 
the men, " See that no 
one knows of it." Not 
one of them did as he 
asked ; they all went 
out and told the story 
of what the Saviour 
had done for them to 
ever}' one they met. 

After giving sight 
to the blind man that 
day, a dumb man was 
brouo;ht to the house. 
He was not dumb after 
Jesus had spoken to 

him, for Jesus cured him. The crowd who had followed Jesus 
about all day were ready to worship him now. They said, 
" Such things were never seen before in the land." But the 
Pharisees tried again to make them tliink that he was not good, 
but that he was able to do such things only because Satan gave 
him the power. 

The long day had come to an end at last ; and as the disciples 
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rested at its close, they thought of all that had happened since 
the evening before. They thought of the dreadful .storm on the 
lake that Jesus had so easily quieted; of the two demoniacs \vho 
met them on the other side, especially of the one who looked so 
fierce and wild till Jesus had calmed him as he did the angry sea. 
Then there came into tlieir minds the pleasant trip back across 
the lake, the joyful welcome of the people, tlie great joy of the 
woman who had been healed, and the sorrow of Jairus, which had 
been turned into joy when the Saviour gave him back his daughter. 
Tiiey remembered the happy faces of the two blind men who had 
received sight, and of the dumb man who went away talking. 
Was it not a busy day ? 

THE LAST MINISTRY IN GALILEE 

Yet most of the days now were just as busy. From morning 
till night Jesus went about the cities and villages, teaching in the 
synagogues, preaching to the people wherever they would come to 
hear him, and curing every kind of disease. He had hundreds of 
friends now ; he was the most noted Ral)bi that had ever been 
known ; for -what other one could do such wonders ? Twice he 
had even brought back to life those who were dead, and that was 
the most wonderful of all. One or two of the greatest and best 
beloved prophets in the Old Testament times had done this, but 
in such a different way ! They prayed to God for the power to 
work the miracle, as if for a favor ; Jesus raised the dead by his 
own power, for he was tlie son of God. 

Would not the people of Nazareth, who had tried to kill him 
the last time lie was there, be glad to hear him, now that he had 
so many friends ? He had a great interest in the people with 
whom he had lived so many years. He was neither angry with 
them, nor afra-id of them ; and knowing that he could make their 
lives happier if they would only let him, he longed to help them. 
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So one day lie went to Nazareth and taught in the synagogue. 
He taught so well that all who heard him were astonished ; they 
could not help seeing 



bow 

was, 3-et 



great 




a man he 
they -would 
not believe that he was 
the Christ whom tlie 
prophets foretold. The 
old question eanie up 
again : " Where did he 
learn so much ? How 
can he do such wonder- 
ful things ? Is he not 
the carpenter, the son 
of Mary? Do we not 
know all his family ? " 
Jesus wondered why 
they would not believe 
in him, but he could 
not help them very 
much when they felt 
like this, and so he left 

them, never to go back to Nazareth again, 
for they would not trust him. 

As he went through one village of Galilee after another, and 
saw so many people needing to be taught, they seemed to him 
like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples : " There 
is plenty of work to be done but there are not many workers. 
You, my apostles, must go out by yourselves now and work as 
you haA'-e seen me work. Do not go yet among the Samaritans 
or any other people who are not of your own nation. Go only 
among the Jews, and as you go, preach, saying, ' The kingdom of 
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It was of no use 
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Heaven is here.' God will give you the power to heal the sick, 
cure the lepers, and to raise the dead. You need not take food 
or money or extra clothing with you ; the people among whom 
you work must give you what you need, for one who works de- 
serves to be paid for it. 
When you go into a 
city find some house 
where you will be wel- 
come; if the people re- 
ceive you, well ; if not, 
they, not you, will be 
the losers. 

"You will not have 
an easy time doing this 
work ; people will not 
treat the disciples any 
better than they have 
treated the Master ; 
and many men will 
hate you because you 
are my friends, if for 
no other reason. But, 
if they trouble you in 
one city go to another.. 
Do not be afraid of any one ; for even if they kill your body 
they cannot kill your soul. God takes care of such little crea- 
tures as sparrows ; will he not much more care for you who are- 
worth more than all the sparrows put together ? So do not be 
afraid to let men know that you are my friends, and believe my 
words. Do not try to make 3'our life an easy one ; forget about 
yourselves and think about what others need, and you cannot 
help being happy ; forget others and think of your own needs and 
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you will never be liappy." With these words of advice and 
comfort Jesus sent his twelve apostles out into the country to 
do their hrst work among those sheep who were without a shep- 
herd. They went two by two, so that one could help the other. 

About this time Herod heard of the work Jesus was doing, 
and was afraid. There is a saying, " A guilty conscience makes 
cowards of us all," and this is what was the matter with Herod 




A King's Feast 

now. His conscience Avas troubling him, and that is why he 
trembled when he heard of the preacher who could make disease 
or nature or death obey him. Herod did wrong when he shut 
John the Baptist in prison, but since that time he had done some- 
thing even more wicked. 

When his birthday came around he celebrated it by inviting 
a large party of the lords and nobles of the land to his palace. 
His niece Salome helped to entertain the guests by dancing, and 
Herod was so pleased with the way she did it that he praised her, 
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and without stopping to tliinlv what it might mean, said, "You 
may aslv for anything yuii want, and I will give it to you." 

What would you have chosen ? Not what this girl did, I am 
sure. She did not decide herself, but ran out of the room to talk 
it over with her mother. Now this would have been a wise plan 

if Herodias had been a 
good mother, but she 
was not. She was a 
ver}' wicked woman ; it 
was to pjlease her that 
John the Baptist had 
been put into prison, but 
even this punishment 
had not satisfied the 
cruel woman. She had 
never forgiven John for 
what he had said to 
Herod about her, and 
she had tried ever since 
to have him put to death. 
There were two reasons 
why Herod would not 
do this. He was afraid 
of the people, who 
thought John was a 
prophet, and he him.self 
had learned to like John. Now her chance had come. Without 
a moment's thouarht she said to Salome, " Tell Herod that you 
want the head of John the Baptist lirought to you on a platter." 
The girl went back to Herod and told him what she had decided 
to have. 

Now when he heard what she had chosen he was sorry that 
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he had made such an unwise promise ; but lie would not break 
it before all these j^eople. So he sent to the prison, had John 
put to death, and gave the girl what she asked for. Salome took 
the gift to her mother. 

Herod had been unhappy and troubled ever since that day, 
for he knewthathe did wrong in allowing this good mantobekilled. 
Now when he heard of the wonderful Rabbi who was going about 
the country healing the sick and raising the dead, he was afraid. 
■' Who is this of whom I hear such things?" he said. "I killed 
John the Baptist, but it must be that he has risen from the dead 
and is doing all these great works." He wanted to see the Rabbi^ 
to know if his fears were true. 

Jesus soon heard the sad news of the death of John, for some 
of John's disciples came to tell him about it, and to tell him also 
that Herod was asking about him. Because of these things Jesus 
did not stay longer in that part of Galilee, but went again to 
Capernaum. There he met the apostles wdio had come back to 
report to their Master Avhat they had been doing, and Avhat suc- 
cess they had had. 

They were all tired and needed rest, but at Capernaum so 
many people were coming and going all the time that they could 
hardly find time even to eat. So Jesus said to the twelve, " Come 
apart by ourselves into some quiet place and rest awhile." With 
joy they sailed away, thinking that as no one knew where they 
were going they could find a place where they could be alone by 
themselves. They had missed their Master so nnich, and they 
had so much to talk about, and so many questions to ask ! 

But some of the people on the bank, who had heard Jesus 
speak, watclied to see in what direction the boat went. Toward 
the northeast ! They knew a lovely spot in Bethsaida, a lake 
town about six miles from Capernaum, and made up their minds 
that that was the quiet place which the Rabbi had chosen. Fol- 
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lowing the shore, men, women, and children ran to Bethsaida, and 
when the Master and his disciples reached the place they found 
the crowd there waiting for him. 

It seemed selfish in the people to do this, for Jesus and his 
friends needed a rest. But did the Master find fault with them 
or send them awaj' ? no 1 The\' were some of the sheep with- 
out a shepherd, and as long as the day lasted he taught them all, 
and helped those who needed healing. How interested every one 
was in him ! None of them thought of leaving as long as they 
could hear this great teacher talk! Evening came on, yet they 
showed no sisJiis of ij,'oin<j'. 

At last the twelve came to Jesus and said : " Master, send the 
peojile away that they may go into the towns and country round 
about for a place to sleep and to l;>uy food. They can get nothing 
here, for we are in a desert place." Jesus answered, '• They need 
not go awav ; we will give them something to eat."" Turning to 
Pliilip he said, " Where shall we buy laread that these maj' eat ? "' 
Philip answered, '• Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not 
enough for every one to have a little." Tliis woidd he al>out 
thirty dollars in our money, and as Jesus and his disciples were 
poor men, thirty dollars seemed to them a great deal of nionev. 
They did not know -what to do. 

•• Master," said one, •• shall we go and bu\' ])read enough for 
them to eat ? " Jesus asked, " How man}' loaves have you here ? " 
Peter answered, '' Here is a boy who has five barlev loaves and 
two small fishes; but what are they among so manv'.'"" The 
loaves were thin cakes, something like our crackers, made of 
'liarley meal, and liaked so hard that the\" were broken instead of 
l)eing cut. 

Jesus said, " Make the men sit down on the grass in groups of 
fifty and one hundred." This was done, and it was found that there 
were five thousand men, Ijcsides the women and children. It was 
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springtime, and as the people in their bright-colored dress sat in 
groups on the fresh green grass, they must have looked very pretty. 

Then Jesus took the five loaves and the two fishes, and, look- 
ing up to heaven, gave thanks. Then he broke them into pieces, 
and gave them to his 
di.'^ciples. What should f 
they do with them ? 
Pass them around as 
far as they went ? They 
had seen their Master 
do so many wonderful 
things that they did 
not stop to question 
him now, but began 
to serve those who 
were seated. And they 
kept on serving them 
till every one of that 
great company, men, 
women, and children, 
had eaten all he wanted 
both of the bread and 
of the fish. 

When everyone was 
satisfied, the apostles 

gathered up the food that was left, for Jesus had told them to 
gather up the fragments that remained so that nothing should be 
lost. After they had gathered them together they found they had 
enough left over of the five barley loaves to fill twelve baskets. 

What did the crowd who had seen this great miracle think? 
Many of them had heard wonderful stories of what this Rabbi 
could do ; many of them had seen what he had done, and been 
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cured by him ; but tliis seemed to them the greatest work of all. 
Five thousand and more people fed with only five loaves and two 
small fishes ! Could any one but the Son of God do that ? Tliey 
became very much excited, and began to shout: "This is he 
whom the prophets foretold ! Our king has come ! Jesus is our 
king, and we will make him king now ! " 

Jesus knew that they must be C[uieted at once, for it would 
bring trouble both to him and to them should the Roman Em- 
peror hear of any such plan. In one way they were right; he 
was the king the prophets foretold ; but he could not make them 
understand that he was not their kind of a king. He had not 
come to help them fight battles, or to sit on a throne in Palestine 
and have men obey him. He had come to teach men that such 
things do not bring happiness, that their own wicked thoughts 
and habits w^ere the enemies they ought to fight, and that the 
way to serve him best was to do the will of his Father. 

And so, while men were still shouting, '' We will make him 
king," Je.sus told his disciples to get into their boat, sail to the 
other side of tlie lake, and wait for him there. He woidd stay 
behind and send the people away. Later he would go with them 
to Capernaum. 

The disciples were disappointed. How different the day had 
been from what they had expected ! And now it w^as very hard 
to be sent away I)y themselves, while their Master stayed behind 
with these excited people. They did not Avant to leave him ; but 
he said, "Go," and they obeyed. 

It was not long before Jesus had sent away the people, and, 
tired and, sad, he went up into the mountain to pray. He knew 
that he could not trust these people. They had wanted to crown 
him Idng to-day because he had done something that pleased 
them. To-morrow they would be just as ready to join the 
Pharisees in treating him badly. They were willing to be 
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helped by him, and they enjoyed seeing him work miracles, 
but they would not try to understand him. From his Father 
only could he get strength to keep on with his work, and there 
on that mountain top he prayed for that strength. 

Vei'y early in the morning a storm came up, and he thought 
of his twelve friends out in the boat. Were they in trouble as 
they were that other 
night not so very long 
ago ? If they were, 
they needed him ; he 
would go to them. 

The boat was now 
in the middle of the 
lake, tossed about by 
the waves. The wind 
was against them, and 
the disciples could not 
cross the lake, though 
they were rowing as 
hard as they could. 

About three or four 
o'clock in the morn- 
ing they saw something 
coming toward them 
that looked like the 
form of a man walk- 
ins; on the water. The 

form came nearer and nearer. What was it ? A spirit ? They 
were afraid, and cried out. But hark ! What did they hear ? 
A voice, which sounded like the one they had learned to know 
and love so well, saying, " It is I, be not afraid." They thought 
it must be the Master whom they saw, and Peter called out. 
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" Lord, if it is }uu. tell me to cume to you on the water." Jesus 
said, •• Come," and Peter stepped out of the boat. He, too, walked 
a little way on the sea; but instead of keeping his eyes on the 
Lord, he began to look down at the waves. how high and 
angry they looked ! He was afraid to take another step, and, 

beginning to sink, he cried out, 
"• Master, save me." 

Jesus stretched out his hand and 
caught him, saying, " Why have you 
so little faith in me ? Why could 
you not trust me ? " And he led 
him to the boat. When they were 
both there the wmd stopped blow- 
in tr. Then all who were on board 
came and fell down at the feet of 
the Christ, and said, " Truly you are 
the Son of God." 

They rowed to the shore of Gen- 
nesaret, and very soon alter they 
landed it was known by everybody 
near that they were there. People 
carried about in beds those who were 
sick ; they even laid the sick in the 
streets of the villages, and begged 
Jesvis to let them touch the hem of 
his garment. As many as did this 
were cured. 

When the five thousand had 
been sent away without jieing allowed to carry out their plan 
of making him king, man}' of them went to their homes disap- 
poinied :nid angry with him. 'I'here were some, thougli. who 
spent the night in the valley. In the morning these men looked 
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here and there to find the Rabbi. They thought he could not be 
far away, for they had seen his apostles sail away without him, 
and later on had seen Jesus going up the mountain alone. 

But after looking about for some time without finding him, 
they decided to go across to Capernaum. Taking other boats 
which had come to shore during the night, they crossed the lake. 
^Vllat was their surprise when they got to Capernaum to find 
Jesus there teaching and curing the sick as if nothing had hap- 
pened. " Rabbi, when did you come across ? " was their morning 
greeting ; and they seemed very glad to see him again. 

Jesus did not answer their question; he knew why they were 
so i)leased to find him here, and said : -' You are following me 
about not because you want to learn of me, but because you ate 
of the loaves and fishes which I gave you. Yet bow much better 
it Avould be if you wanted to be with me to learn of those things 
wliich would make your lives so much better and happier. The 
loaves and fishes which I gave diil not satisfy you very long, but 
I can till your hearts with that which will satisfy you fore^'er." 

In the synagogue at Capernaum he taught the same lesson, 
for ever}' one had heard how he fed five thousand people with five 
loaves and two fishes, and were talking about it. As Jesus spoke 
to them about doing God's work, some one asked : '' What is 
God's work ? What can we do to please him ? " Jesus answered, 
" lielieve on the one God has sent to you." 

Some one else said: "Give us a sign that God sent you, if 
you want us to believe you. Long years ago, when Moses led 
our fathers out of Egypt to their own country, he, gave them 
breail from heaven to eat, and so they knew that lie was sent 
by God." Jesus answered: "My Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven, for the Bread of God is he who has come down 
from heaven to give light to the world." But his hearers did 
not understand what he meant. 
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I am the Bread of Life," said Jesus. 



He that comes ta 



me shall never a;ro\v hunyrv. and he that believes on me shall 
ne\'er be thirsty. But 3'on will nut come to me ; yon Avill not 
believe me though I came down from heaven, not to do my 
own will, but the will of mj' Father who sent me. Every 

one who believes me 
1' -" shall liave the life that 

goes on forever." 

Jesus meant by hun- 
ger and thirst that 
great lono-iuij; to be 
good, and to love God^ 
of which he spoke in 
the Beatitudes, you re- 
member. But the Jews 
did not understand him^ 
and they began to mut- 
ter, and again came the 
old cjuestion : •• Is not 
this Jesus the son of 
Joseph, whose father 
and mother 'we kntiw ? 
How is it that he says- 
' I came down from 
heaven ' ?'" 

This and other things- 
that Jesus taught were very hard for the people to understand, 
and many, even of those who had lieen willing to be called his 
disciples, wuulil have no more to do with him. Jesus turned to 
his twelve dearest friends, and said. "Will you also go away?" 
Peter answered for them all : •• Where shall we go ? No one else 
can teach us as you can, and we are sure that vou are the Son 
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■of God." Then Jesus said, " And yet even one of my twelve 
chosen apostles is not a true friend." He meant Judas, for he 
knew that he did not truly love him. 

Aliout this time some of the Pharisees came to Jesus to 
complain of what seemed to them a great fault. It was a 
Jewish custom, which had been followed years and years, to 
wash the hands before eating. We have seen that the}' needed 
to be sure that their hands were clean, because they must touch 
the food that the others were to eat. But that was not what the 
Jews meant by this washing of the hands. They did it as a sign 
to show that their hearts were Avashed as clean from sin as their 
hands were washed hy the water. 

We know that God told them to do a good many things in 
just this Avay, as signs that their sins were forgiven ; the sacri- 
fices and the burning of the incense were signs. But this was 
not one of the things which God had told them about. It was 
something that their teachers thought they should do. Water was 
scarce, but, even if they had to go a long way to get it, they must 
not eat without washing their hands ; if there was not enough watei' 
for both washing and drinking, they must go without drinking. 

These men saw the apostles eating without first washing theii- 
Iiands in this way; so they came to Jesus and said: "Why do 
not your disciples keep the laws of oiu' elders ? They eat without 
washing their hands." Jesus said: "Why do you not keep tbe 
laws of your God, instead of putting the laws of men above God's 
laws ? Yours is not true worship, for you honor men more than 
you honor God." He did not mean that the Jews were wrong 
in washinsT their hands, but that it was wrong; to think more 
about that than about keeping their hearts really clean. 

After saying this to the Pharisees, he turned to the people 
standing near, and said, " Not that which goes into the mouth 
makes a man unclean, but that which comes out of the mouth." 



lO-t A CHILD'S STOKY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 

He explained tliis later : It is not what we eat and drink which 
makes us wicked, but the bad words and wicked thoughts and 
actions which come from the heart. 

The answer which the Christ gave to these Pharisees made 
them more angry than ever ; they went away decided that some- 
thing must be done at once to stop this man's teaching, and they 
did all they could to turn other people against him. This was 
not so hard to do as it would have been a little while before, for 
a good many were greatly disappointed that he was not willing 
to be made their king a few days before. 

THE CHRIST IN RETIREMENT 

So many people were now unfriendl}' to Jesns that it seemed 
best for him to leave the country for a while ; so with his disci- 
ples he travelled to Phoenicia, a country north of Galilee, where 
the people were not Jews. The Jews were very proud of then" 
race, and called every one who was not a Jew a " Gentile." Some- 
times they spoke of them as "Gentile dogs" ; and they thought 
that they were of very little account. 

Into this Gentile country Jesus and his disciples went, think- 
ing that perhaps here they could get the rest they so nmcli needed. 
They went into a house, hoping that no one would know that they 
were there. But the Saviour could not be hid. A woman who 
lived there had in some way heard that the one who worked such 
miracles among the Jews was now in her country. 

She had a daughter at iiome who Avas no comfort to her. for 
she was insane. So the motlier came to the Christ, and, falling 
at his feet, said, " Lord, Son of David, have pity on me ; my 
daughter is very ill." But Jesus paid no attention to her. The 
apostles grew tired of hearing her call, and asked their Master to 
help her and send her away. Said he, "My work is only among 
the Jews; she is not a Jew." 
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The woman heard what Jesus said. To be sure she was not 
a Jew ; the Jews would call her, perhaps, a Gentile dog. Yet she 
needed help and must have it. Coming nearer she cried, " Lord, 
help me." " It is not right to take the children's meat and give 
it to dogs," said Jesus. "True, Lord," the woman answered; 
" but the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from 
their master's table." 

Her answer pleased 
the Saviour. Here was 
a woman too much in 
earnest to be discour- 
aged when he seemed 
vmwilling to help her. 
She trusted him thi'ough 
it all, and that trust 
gave her what she 
wanted. Jesus said to 
her : '' woman, great 
is your faith. I will 
give you what you ask." 
And from that hour her 
daughter was well. 

After a few days 
Jesus and his disciples 
left this part of the 

countrj^ and went to another, near the Sea of Galilee, though still 
among the Gentiles. There they went up into a mountain and 
sat down. The people had never seen Jesus before, yet somehow 
they knew that here was a man different from any one else they 
had ever seen. Great crowds came to him, bringing with them 
all their friends that were not well. There were lame, blind. 
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duiu]), and (lefonued, and many others, and Jesus healed them 
all. 

Hiese Gentile people who had never seen the Christ's mir- 
acles before, wondered very nuich at Avliat the}- saw when Jesus 
made the lame men walk, gave those who were blind their sight, 
and made those who Avere deformed straight and strong like other 
people, and they praised the God of the Jews, who could help men 
to do much more wonderful things than their heathen gods ever 
did for them. Some even thought that Jesus was himself the 
God of the Jews, and they were not very far from right, for he 
\vas the son of God, and the Saviour of the world. 

One man who was brought to the Saviour Avas both deaf and 
dumb. Jesus took this man away from the rest of the people ; 
he put his fingers in the deaf ears, then spat and touched the 
tongue that could not speak. *■ Be opened," he said ; and at once 
both ear and tongue obeyed him; the man could hear and talk. 
Jesus asked him and the others he cured, as he had so many 
times asked the Jews, not to tell how they had been made well. 
But the more he asked them to be quiet the more they spread the 
ne^vs about. 

For three dnjs the crowds stayed with him, forgetting every- 
thing but the pleasure in being there. At the end of the three 
days Jesus called his disciples, and said to them : " I feel sorry 
for these people. They have been with me for three days, 
and are now hungry, and they have nothing left to eat. If I send 
them away hungry, they will l)e faint before they reach home, for 
man}' of them live a long way off." 

His disciples must have forgotten just then about the other 
time that Jesus fed thousands of people with just a ^'ery little 
food that a I)oy had with him, for the}- did not say that he, their 
Master, could feed them, but asked, '' Where in this mountain 
€an we find bread enough to feed so many?" 
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'' How many loaves have yon ? " asked Jesus. They an- 
swered, " Seven loaves, and a few small fishes." The Master 
then commanded the 
peo[)le to sit down on 
the grass, took the 
seven loaves and the 
fishes, broke them hi 
pieces and gave them 
to his disciples to set 
before the people. 

After every one had 
eaten all he wanted, the 
disciples found that the 
food that was left filled 
seven baskets full. For 
the second time Je.sus 
had made a little food 
grow into enough to 
feed thousands of peo- 
ple ; for there were more 
than four thousand fed 
this time. 

When the people 
were satisfied, he sent them away, while he and his disciples went 
down to the shore of the lake. The twelve were not sent away 
by thenrselves this time ; the Master entered the boat with them, 
and together they set sail for Galilee. 

Jesus loved (xalilee, and he longed to be once more with his 
own people and have them friendly to him. He had been away 
for some weeks now, and perhaps he thought they had missed 
him and would be glad to have him with them once again. So 
he and the twelve sailed across the lake to their home land. 
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But no sooner had the boat come to the shore than some of the 
Pharisees met hhn, and told him that if he were the Christ he 
must show some sign to prove it. Tliis Jesus was not willing to 
do. He had proved it to them a great many times, if they had 
been willing to believe him. Asking for a sign from heaven was 
only a way to excuse themselves for not trusting him, after they 
had seen so many of his wonderful Avorks, for they had seen 
enough of his miracles to make them believe what he said, if they 
had not set their hearts against him. 

Jesus could do nothing for people who would not believe him, 
and so with a sad heart he left them and went again to another 
part of the lake shore. As they were crossing the lake he warned 
his apostles not to trust the Pharisees, and not to believe their 
teaching, for thej^ were deceitful men, and would not allow the 
truth to be told to the people. 

The boat landed at Bethsaida, and as soon as they got to the 
shore a blind man was brought to the Saviour. Jesus took the 
man by the hand and led him outside of the village, There he 
spat on his eyes and laid his hands on them. Then he asked 
the blind man if he could see anything. " Y-es," said the man, 
" I see men, but they look like trees walking." The Saviour 
then touched his eyes again, and told him to look up. Pie did 
so ; men looked like men now, and everything was clear to the 
eyes that had l)een blind; the man could see. Jesus then sent 
him away, saying, " Do not go back into the town, and do not 
tell any one in the town what made you see." You rememl>er 
that this was what he told a great many of those he cured. 

Leaving the man, Jesus anil his disciples went on their jour- 
ney, travelling toward the north coimtry again. As they walked 
slowly along, talking together l)y the way, Jesus asked the (pies- 
tion, "Whom do men say that I am?" The apostles, while on 
their preacliing trip, had heard what people were saying about 
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this famous Rabbi, and tliey were ready to answer. '' Some say 
you are John the Baptist," said tliey, ''and others think that you 
are one of the old prophets come baclv to life again." " Whom 
do you say that I am?" asked Jesus. Peter answered, "You 
are tlie Christ, the Son of the living God." 

This answer made the Master happy. This little band of 
twelve men believed in him if no one else did ; and he said : 
'' Simon, you are truly blessed. You have learned this, not from 
what any man has told 
you, but because the 
Father himself has 
taught you. With 
friends such as you are 
my work will go on, 
even when I am taken 
away from you." 

Then he began to 
talk with the disciples 
of things that made 
them very sad. He 
said that he would not 
be with them very long ; 
that in a short time he 
would go to Jerusalem 
and there woidd have 
to suffer many things 
from the priests, the 
scribes, and the Phari- 
sees, who were so very 

unkind to him, and were trying so hard to find some wrong in 
him. "They will have things their own waj^, and will kill me," 
said he, " but on the third day I will rise again." 
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It ina-de tliL' apostles very unhappy to hear such sad news, 
Must their dear Master leave theui in that way and never be their 
king? Could he not save himself from harm? Peter who was 
very apt t(j speak without thinking, said, ''■ Lord, this shall never 
happen to you." But Jesus knew more about it than Peter did ; 
he knew that these things must be; that, though he was king, 
his throne was in the hearts of men, not in Jerusalem, and that 
only by his death could he be the Lamb of God, and take away 
the sins of the world. It was not pleasant to think that such a 

• , thing ciiuld hajtpen, but 

! , he knew that it unist be, 

and that it was right. 

So hi' turned and 
answered Peter as he 
did the tempter in the 
wilderness : '■ (_Ui away 
from me. Satan. I do 
not like to lnai' \i>\\ 
talk so." sail! he. ■■ Inr 
it shows tliat you ^\:lnt 
to please yoTU'self, and 
that yon want to have 
things done in your 
own way. not as (iod 
wills. 1 must suti'er 
these things, if I do 
what is right ; and any 
man who follows me 
must do as I ha\(' done. 
He must teach what is right and live right, even if. like me. he has 
l-o lose his life for il. ])Ut then it is better to lose one's life than to 
lose (jue's manhood by doing wrong; bir what would a. man really 
gain if he should gain the whole world but lose his own soul?" 
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One evening aliont a. week after tliis talk with his apostles 
Jesus tool' 
tain to 



Peter, James, and Joim with him into a lii!j;li moun- 



iirav, leavnio; 
the rest of tlieiu at 
its fuot. The disciples 
finished praying, and 
as they waited for their 
Master tlii'V l)egan to 
grow sleepy. At last 
their eyes were so 
heavy that they could 
n(jt hold them open ; 
their heads nodded, and 
they fell st)und asleep. 
Jesus prayed a long 
time, and as he prayed 
he was transfigured he- 
f(jre them. 15y that we 
mean that he was alto- 
gether changed in his 
looks. His face shone 
and glistened like the 




The Transfiguration 



sun, and his clothing 

was whiter than an\' cloth that was ever made, as Avhite as the 

light of the SITU. 

Two men were with him. speaking about those things of 
which he had talked with his disciples : his going to Jerusalem 
and being put to death there. These men were Moses and Elijah. 
Moses, who years before had given to the Jews the ten command- 
ments and their laws; and Elijah, one of the prophets whom 
they most loved. Hov^^ the Jews worshipped the memory of 
these men who were now talking with Jesus! 
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The bright light, or something, waked Peter, James, and Jolin 
in time to see this glorious sight, and they did not know what to 
make of it. As they looked the forms began to vanish. They 
wanted to hold them back, and Peter, without really knowing 
what he said, called out, " Lord, it is good for us to be here ; let 
us make three tabernacles (or booths), one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah." 

But even while he 
Avas speaking they lost 
sight of what had so 
astonished them ; a 
cloud wrapped itself 
about the bright forms, 
and they could be seen 
no more. But hark ! 
did the}' not hear a 
voice from the clouds? 
Sureh" ihey did, and 
the voice said, '■ This 
is mv beloved Son, 
hear him." It was 
the voice of Go'd. 

The disciples were 
so afraid that they 
hid their faces on the 
ground ; Init in a mo- 
ment they felt the soft touch of their Master's hand and heard 
his sweet voice saying to them, " Rise, and do not be afraid." 
Lifting up their eyes they saAV no man but Jesus onl}-. Moses 
and Elijah were gone, but their Saviour was left them, and the 
Father in heaven had told them to listen to his teachino-s. 

As they walked down the mountain side the next morning to 
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join the other disciples, Jesus said to tliem : " Do not tell any one 
what j'ou have seen just now. Wait till I have gone from you, 
then you may tell them." How sorry they were to hear him 
say that ! Why could they not go back to tell the people of 
what they had seen ? One of the reasons the scribes gave for not 
believing in Jesus was that the prophets had foretold that Elijah 
should come before the Christ. Now if they, who had just seen 
Elijah, could tell the scribes that he had come, would they not 
change their minds ? Would they not then believe that their 
Master was the Christ ? 

But the Master knew best, and he said, " No." He made 
them understand that nothing would change the minds of the 
scribes ; that John the Baptist was the Elijah who had been 
promised. Yet though he had come and the people had known 
him, they had not believed in him, but had allowed him to be 
put to death. They would treat the Christ in the same way, even 
if the disciples should tell what they had seen. So Jesus said, 
" Tell no one until after my death." 

As they got to the foot of the mountain they found the other 
disciples in trouble. They were surrounded by a great crowd of 
jieople who seemed to be very angry and excited, and were talk- 
ing in loud tones. One man among them had his son with 
him : a boy who was not only deaf and dumb, but who had been 
very ill. 

When the father saw Jesus coming he took his boy to him 
and said : " Master, I beg you to help my boy, for he is my 
only child. I have asked your disciples to cure him, but they 
cannot do it." Even while he was talking the boy was taken 
with an ill turn, and fell to the ground, where he lay tossing 
about. 

Jesus asked the father how long he had been in this way, 
and the father answered : " Ever since he was a little child ; and 
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when lie has had these bad spells he has sometmies fallen into 
the water, sometimes even into the lire, and I am afraid he will 
be killed. If you can do anything to help him, will you not 
do it?" 

Jesus said: "Do you trust me? There is nothing I cannot 

do for one who trusts me." 
" I do trust you," answered 
the father with tears in his 
eyes. " Help me to trust 
you even more." Then 
Jesus spoke to the l)oy 
who was tossing on the 
ground, and at once his 
body became quiet. He 
lay there so still that the 
people said, '■ He is dead " ; 
but Jesus took his hand 
and lifted him up. He 
w^as not dead, he was a 
well boy, neither deaf nor 
dumb, nor unlike other 
children. 

Tlie days Jesus had 
planned to spend in the 
northern country were now 
over, and once more the 
little band started for the 
south. They travelled through Galilee quietly, without stoppino' 
to teach or to cure the sick, for Jesus did not want the Pharisees 
to know that he had returned. 

Very soon after they had come to Capernaum a man came to 
the door of the house where they were staying, and asked Peter 
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if his Master was not going to pay the tax. This tax was one 
which the Jews took from their men once a year after they were 
twenty years old. It was taken in the springtime, and the money 
was used to pay some of the expenses of the temple service. 
Peter at once answered " Yes," and went into the house to o;et 
the money. 

Jesus stopped him, and asked him: "What do you think, 
Simon ? From whom do the kings of the earth take taxes, from 
their own children or from strangers?" "From strangers," said 
Peter. " Then," said Jesus, " the chiklreii are free. I do not 
need to pay this tax, for it is money given to God, the King. I 
am the Son of God, and need not pay taxes to him. Still, that 
no one may think he has reason to find fault with us, go to the 
seaside and throw out your hook. Catch the first fish that comes 
up, and when you have opened his mouth you will find a piece of 
money ; take it, and pay the tax for yourself and me." 

While they had been on their wa}^ some of the apostles had 
talked about who should be the greatest in the Master's kingdom ; 
for they believed that Jesus was the promised king of the Jews, 
and they could not think of him as any different from other 
kings. Very many times Jesus had tried to explain it to them, 
but they could not seem to understand that he would rule the 
world through his life and teachings, but never sit on an earthly 
throne. They still hoped that before long he would live in a 
king's palace in Jerusalem, and that they, his twelve most inti- 
mate friends, would be his chief officers. 

Jesus did not seem to notice what they were saying at the 
time, but when they were together in the house at Capernaum he 
asked, "What were you talking about on the way?" No one 
wanted to answer him ; they were all ashamed to have him know 
about it, and kept still. But they did not need to answer tlie 
question, for Jesus knew what they had been saying. 
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Sitting down, he called them to come around him, and said : 
" In mv kingdom the one who wants to be first of all shall be last 
of all, for not the selfish but the unselfish are the great ones. To 
be great is not to have a high ofhce and make other people serve 
3-ou ; it is to be a servant yourself, to be ready at any time to 
help those who need you." 

He then called a child to him, and when he had taken the 
little one in his arms he said : '' AVhoever \vaiits to be great in 
the kingdom of heaven must be like this little child, loving and 
obedient and trustful. This child does what he knows how to do 
without thinking whether he has a high or a low })lace, and all 
the time he is growing stronger, and better able to fill any place 
which God may give him. This is the spirit which every one 
must have who belongs to my kingdom ; for unless 3'ou l)econie 
as little children you cannot enter into it." 

Though Jesus did not go out to work among the people, he 
was not idle in these days. There was so nmch the twelve 
needed to know Ix'fore they could do his work, that he spent his 
time in teaching them. Some of the words he said to them are 
very precious to us now. He taught them that the one who did 
anything for the love of the Christ Avould have his reward in the 
love of his Father in heaven. Even as little a thing as giving a 
cup of cold water to some one who was thirsty was enough to 
win that love, if they only gave it because they wanted to do 
something for the Christ who had done so nuich for them. Anv 
one, even the youngest and weakest can get this rewai'd, for it is 
not given in return for our doing great things, but in return for 
our great love. And the love of our heavenly Father is the 
greatest reward that any one can have. 

He showed them what a terrible thing it is to make any one 
do wrong, and how carefully we should guard against it. He 
said U) them that it would be better for a person to give up every- 



THE MINISTRY OF THE CHRIST 117 

thing in this woi-ld, rather than to do what wa.s displeasing to 
the heavenly Father. 

He told them that just as a man was glad to find a lamb 
which had been lost, even though he had a great many more, so 
the Father was iiuwilling that any one, even a child, that trusted 
him should be lost. 

An(jther thing he said to his disciples was that if two or 
three people met together to pray for something they wanted 
very much, he would be there with them, though they could not 
see him, and would give them wdiat they asked for. Of course 
Ave must understand that God will not give us something that is 
bad for us just because two or three ask him, any more than a 
good father on earth Avill give his children something that will 
hurt them, even if they all ask for it. Sometimes we think God 
does not answer our prayers, because he does not give us what we 
ask for. But perhaps what we have been praying for would be 
very bad for us, and the best answer our Father could give us was 
to say "no." 

After he had told them all these things Peter asked him 
how often he ought to forgive his brother, if he did him wrong. 
'■' Until seven times ? " he asked, thinking he had said a great 
many. But Jesus replied, " I do not say ' till seven times,' but 
until seventy times seven." And then he told them this 
parable : — 

The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who began to 
look over the accounts which he kept with his servants. One of 
them he found owed him ten thousand talents. That was a 
very, very large sum of money, probably more than twelve mill- 
ion dollars. The servant did not have enough money to pay 
such a bill. So the king commanded that he should be put in 
chains, and that his wife, his children, and all that he had should 
be sold to get the money to pay the debt. 
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befft^ed so hard that the kiiu 



l)ity un 
he 



The sei'vant could not bear to tliiiik tliat liis family must be 
sold as slaves; he fell down at the king's feet and begged him 
not to do it, saying, "Lord, if you will iiave patience witli iiie, 
I will pay you all that I owe you." He looked so ti'oubjed and 

lad |)itv on him, and tnhl liini 
need not jiay the 
debt; he would forgi\'e 
hiui all he owed. He 
then connnanded the 
officers to let him go 
free. 

Th is same man , when 
he had gone awa\' from 
the king, found another 
who owed iiiui sixteen 
dollars. This uian was 
poor aud could not ]iay 
even .•^o suiall a sum. 
The king's ser\'ant took 
this poor man by the 
throat, and said. "Pay 
me what you owe uie 1 " 
His del)tor cried to hiui 
as he had to the king: 
"If you will be patient 
Avith lue 1 will pay you 
all." But he would not, and had the man put into prison until 
he could pay the debt. The king's servant had just been ftirgiven 
a great debt, and had a chaiice to slu)vv a kindness to some one 
else. But he would not. 

Now other serva-nts of the king who saw this told their mas- 
ter all about it. When lie heard the story he was very angry. 




The Wicked Servant 



THE auMisruY of tuk chulsi 119. 

He sent for his servant, and said to him : " you wicked ser- 
vant ! I forgave you all that great debt because I was sorry for 
j-ou. Ought you not to have liad pit}' as well on the man who 
owed you?" Then he ordered his otiieers to take the man to 
prison, and to keep him tliere till he paid his debt. 

After telling this story Jesus said, "So will my heavenly 
Father do to you if you do not from your hearts forgive those 
"who vvr(_ing }'ou." 

AUTUMN VISITS TO JERUSALEM AND TEREA 

Day after day .Jesus spent in this quiet way, training his dis- 
ciides for their work. At last it came time for the Jewish Feast 
of Tabernacles. This was held in Jerusalem, in the autumn, a 
little earlier than our Thanksgiving. It lasted eight days, and 
■while it lasted none of the .Jews ]i\'ed in their homes, but made 
for tliemselves tabernacles, or booths, of the green branches of 
trees. These booths wei-e put up all over the city : on the house- 
tops, in the courts, or in tlie streets. 

Jesus had not been in Jerusalem now for a year and a. lialf. 
When it was time to go to this feast some of his relatives urged 
him to go with them. " You have disciples there avIio want to 
see wliat vou are doing," said they. " No one who wants the 
world to know what he is doing does things in secret. If you 
can do such wonderful things as are told of you. you should show 
3'ourself where eveiy one can see you." Tliey said, '' //'you can," 
for even tliey, his relatives, did not l)elieve that he was the 
Clirist. 

But Jesus was not yet I'cad}' to go to the feast, and he told 
them to go witliont him. '-The people do not hate you, for you 
think as they do," said he, " but they do hate me, for 1 find fault 
with the way they live. The time for me to show myself to tlie 
people at Jerusalem has not yet come." So they started for 
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Jerusalem, leaving him behind. A little later, when the right 
time had come, he went to the feast with his disciples. 

The people at the feast were asking : " Where is Jesus ? Is- 
he not coiniuQ- to the feast ? " Not seeino; him thev bea;an to talk 
about him among themselves. Some of them said, " He is a. 
good man." '•' No," said others, " he is teaching the people what 
is wrong." His friends did not dare to talk much about him, for 

they were afraid of the 
leaders of the Jews, the 
Pharisees, who hated 
him. 

One day, in the mid- 
dle of the feast, to- 
every one's surprise, 
Jesus walked into the 
temple and began to 
teach. No one knew 
how he got there, but 
there he was. He talked 
so well that even his 
enemies could not help 
liking to hear him, and 
they wondered how a 
man who had never 
studied in their schools 
could know so much. 

Jesus heard the ques- 
tions andanswered them 
himself. He told them lliat lie spoke alwut the things that he 
had learned from his Falher in heaven, and that any one that 
knew (lod must know that his teachings were true. The reason 
why they did not undei'stand him was, he said, because they did 
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not really know and obey God, even though they made a great 
show of loving him and obeying his laws. 

" If it is God's law which says ' Thou shalt not kill,' why are 
you planning to kill me?" They were much surprised that he 
should know of their plan to kill him, and tried to make liiin 
think it was not so. But Jesus knew it was true. 

'• I did one good deed which you will never forgive," he said. 
" If your priests do work on the Sabbath, in order to be sure 
that the law that Moses gave you is not broken, why are you 
angry with me because I made a man entirely well on the Sab- 
bath ? You call it something very wicked, and yet it was only 
an act of kindness. Why are you not fair to me, and judge me 
by what I really do ? " 

His words astonished those people who knew of the secret 
plans of the Jews, and they asked : " Is not this the man they 
are ti'ying to kill ? How does he dare to say such things to them ? 
Do the rulers think that he is really the Christ ? But we know 
where this man conies from, and no one is to know where tlie 
Christ comes from. He cannot be the Christ. And yet when 
the Christ conies will he do more or greater miracles than those 
which this man does ? " 

Many of the people, hearing all that he was saying to them,, 
were ready to believe that he was really their king. " When the 
Christ comes will he do more wonderful things than this man ? " 
they asked. The leaders, when they heard the people, thought it 
was time to put a stop to it. 

There were seventy of these leaders who Ijelonged to what was 
called the Sanhedrin, which was the highest Jewish court. They 
were the ones who kept watch to see that the laws wei'e not 
broken. They arrested any one who did what they thought was 
wrong, and they punished those whom they arrested, unless the 
punishment was to be death. If they wanted to take the life of 
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any prisoner tliey must ask the Roman court foi' permission to do 
so. Almost every man in this Sanliedrin liated Jesus. 

This court sent officers to arrest Jesus. But the Master went 
on talking, though he knew that the officers were only waiting 
for a good chance to take him. They were afraid to take him 
when there was a crowd around him, for the people loved to hear 
him talk. '• I will be with you only a little longer," said he. 
'■ Then I will go to him who sent me. Y(_)U will want me then, 
but you cannot find me ; for where I am going you cannot come." 
The people wondered what he could mean by this, and asked : 
'• Wliere will he oo that we cannot fmd him ? Will he live amonyc 
the Gentiles and teach them ? " But he meant that he was Q-oina; 
to his Father in heaven, and those who hated him could never 
go to live with him there. 

Every day, while the feast lasted, Jesus went into the temple 
and taught. Tliere was one part of the service at this feast which 
everyone loved. Early in the day, before the morning sacrifice, 
a priest went from the temi)le with a golden })itclier in his hand, 
to the pool of Siloam. This pool was outside the walls of Jeru- 
salem and the priest went in and out of the gate, called the 
Water Gate, followed by a happy band of worshippers. The 
pitcher held a little more than a quart of water and, when the 
priest had filled it with water from the pool, he marched at 
the head of the gay })rocession back again to the temple. As 
soon as he entered the temple courts, other priests began to blow 
trumpets; and they ke})t blowing them until the Avater had been 
p(.)ured into a basin on one side of the altar. At the same time, 
wine was poured into a- basin on the opposite side, and everyone 
began to sing the psalms which were always sung at that service. 
When they came to the last words, "Give thanks unto the Lord, 
for lie is good, for his mercy endureth forever," everyone waved a 
brancli of palm and willow tied together which he held in his hand. 



THE iMINlSTRY OF THE CHRIST 



123 



Tliis was done to remind tlie people tliat God had given tlieir nation 
water to drink when tliey were in tlie wilderness. 

On the last day of the feast, perhaps just as these things 
were being done, Jesus called out, as he was standing in the 
temple : " If any man 

is thirsty, let him come " ~"^"""' ;~~~ I 

to me and drink. He 
that Iielieves on me shall 
have livinfj; water." He 
meant the same by this 
as he did when he spoke 
in just the same way to 
the woman at the well 
of Samaria. He meant 
the spirit of love and 
service which God 
would give to all who 
truly loved his Christ. 

Some of the people 
said, '^ Surely this is 
the Christ," and al- 
though there were many 
who said, " No, he is 
not," there were so 
man}' who showed their 

liking for him that no one dared to arrest him. Even the officers 
who had been sent to take him felt that he was different from 
other men. No one laid hands on him, and he passed out of the 
city into the Mount of Olives, which was a high hill only a litile 
way from Jerusalem. 

The officers went back to the Sanhedrin without their pris- 
oner. " Why have you not brought him ? " asked the Pharisees ; 
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and the officers answered : " We could not do it ; we never heard 
any one speak as he did." "Has he deceived you, also?" ''He 
has not deceived any of us," was the reply of the Pharisees. 

Jesus had one friend among the Sanhedrin, and that was Nico- 
demus, the man who came to him in the night-time at the Passover 
feast, two years and a half before. Nicodemus had grown braver 
since that night when Jesus had told him about the new life ; 
he was not afraid to stand up for the great Teacher now, even if 
he were the only one in the Sanhedrin to do so. He said, " Does 
our law judge a man without giving him a trial? without giving 
him a chance to speak for himself, and tell what he is doing?" 

This Cjuestion made the other men very angry with Nicode- 
mus, but it broke up the meeting, and every man went to his 
own home. They knew in their hearts that Jesus had not 
broken a single law, and that they had no right to arrest him. 
They must give up their plan for a while ; but they made up- 
their minds to watch him more carefully, and to arrest him if 
they could possibly find an excuse. 

The next day they brought to him a Avoman who had broken 
a Jewish law, for which the punishment was stoning to death. 
They asked Jesus what they ought to do with her. The}- thought 
they had given him a question that was hard to answer, for thev 
knew how kind and loving he was, and stoning was a cruel death. 
But he said, "Let the one among you who is without sin cast the 
first stone." The Pharisees thought of their wicked lives and one 
by one left the temple. When they were all gone Jesus said to 
the woman. Go and sin no more. 

Jesus spent the night on the Mount of Olives. He loved to 
get away from the noise and the crowd and the close air of the 
city into the pure, fresh air of the hills. It was a great comfort 
to him to be able to go there every night, and still lose none of 
the services at the temple. 
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The temple always looked very beautiful when the great 
lamps were lighted, and one day of the feast, as the people looked 
with pride on the sight, Jesus said, '• I am the light of the world ; 
he that follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life." 

The Pharisees answered, '' You say that about yourself, but it 
is not true." Then said 
Jesus : " It is written in 
your law that if two 
men agree in telling 
the same thing, it is 
true. I am one that 
says I am the Son of 
God, and the Father 
that sent me is another 
that says the same 
thing. So, by 3'our 
own law, the saying 
must be true." 

" Where is your 
father ? " said they ; and 
Jesus replied: "You 
neither know me nor 
my Father ; if you had 
known me, you would : 
liave known my Father 
also ; but, because you 

will not believe me, you will die without being forgiven for your 
sins." Then they asked, " Wlio are you ? " and he answered, 
''■ Even the same that I said to you in the beginning. When you 
have killed me, then you shall know that I am the Son of God, 
and that I do nothing by myself, but speak those things that the 
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Father has taught me. lie that sent me is with me ; my Father 
does not leave me alone in my work, for I always do what pleases 
him. " 

While he was speaking these words, many began to believe 
that he was telling the truth, and to them Jesus said, "If you 
will only keep on believing what I tell you, I will teach you how 
you can free yourselves from yo\u- sins." They did not like to 
be told that they were not free from sins, and, as Jesus went on 
telhng them of some of their faults, they jjecame so angr}- that 
they took up stones to throw at him. But Jesus passed through 
their midst, and walked out of the temple. 

We suppose that Jesus Avith his disciples went back to Galilee 
for a short time, but they did not stay very long. The Saviour 
had done everything he could for the people there ; he had cured 
the sick, fed the hungry, and given life to the dead. But because 
he was a poor man, and had not made himself the kind of king 
they expected, there were very few people in Galilee who loved 
him and ])elieved that he was the Christ. 

There was another feast in Jerusalem in a few weeks, and he 
travelled toward that city again. He planned to rest awhile in 
Samaria, and sent a messene'er ahead to eui>'ai!;e rooms for himself 
and his apostles in a Samaritan village. It was two years and a 
half since the woman at the well had asked him, " Where ought 
men to worship God, in Mount Gerizim or at Jerusalem?" but 
it was still the question that made trouble between Jews and 
Samaritans. Any one who Ijelieved that Gerizim was the right 
place of worship was thought to be a friend of the Samaritans, 
and was nuidc welcome to their homes. But the}' knew that 
Jesus and his friends were on their way to worship at Jerusalem, 
and, for that reason, the messenger could find no one willing to 
give them room. 

How angry this made James and John ! In their anger they 
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said, '' Lord, shall we not call down lire from heaven and burn 
this city?" But the loving, gentle Saviour, who always forgave 
his enemies, said, '• No," and without an unkind word tliey went 
on to another village. 

As they travelled along he asked one man after another to fol- 
low him, but they made excuses. One man wanted to wait until 
his father died ; another 
wanted to go back home 
and say good-by to his 
farnily. But the Mas- 
ter said that whoever 
became his follower 
must not let anytbing 
stand between him and 
them. 

One man said, " Yes, 
Lord, I will follow you 
wherever you go." Je- 
sus answered, " The 
foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of 
Man has not where he 
can lay his head." He 
had no home where he 
C(jnld take his friends ; 
they must be as poor as he was, if they wanted to be with him 
and do his work. 

There were some men beside the twelve who loved him so 
mucli that they were willing to do this, and Jesus chose seventy 
of them to go, two by tw(j. as the apostles had gone, into all the 
cities and towns where he planned to go later. He told them as 
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lie had the twelve, to go just as they were, without taking food 
or money or extra clothing. They were to teach the people and 
heal the sick, and those whom they helped must give them the 
tiling-^ they needed. The seventy )nen started at once, and Jesus 
and his twelve disciples travelled on, crossing the river Jordan 
into the country called Perea. 

When these men came back to their Master again they were 

very happy. They had 
much to tell him of the 
waj- in which they had 
been aljle to cure the 
sick, and to help those 
who needed them so 
much. 

"Wherever he went 
some of the scribes and 
Pharisees followed, ask- 
ing liim questions, ni:)t 
because they wanted to 
learn from hiiu, ])ut be- 
cause they hoped that 
he would say souiething 
against either the Ro- 
man or the Jewish 
Law. Then how quickly 
they would arrest him ! 
Jesus knew their plan,, 
but it did not trouble him. He answered all of their questions, 
and did it so wisely that thoy could find no fault witli what he 
said . 

One day one of these scribes, who had studied the law all his 
life, and who felt that he was both wiser and better than Jesus, 
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asked, " Master, what shall I do to get this new life of which you 
teach, — this life that never ends?" Jesus said, " What is writ- 
ten in the law ? " The scribe knew everything in the law by heart, 
and answered, '■ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul and with all thy strength and with all 
thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself." 

Jesus said, " You have answered right ; Avhen you do that you 
have begun that life." Then the lawyer asked, " And who is my 
neighbor?" Jesus answered this question with a story. 

A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. The 
road between the two places was rough and dangerous. Great 
ca^-es and njcl'Cs on the sides of the roaxl made good hiding-places 
for I'oltliers and other wicked men, for from them they could rush 
out at the people who were passing, and rolj them. 

Tliis often happened, and as this man was passing along the 
road, the robbers rushed out at him. They fought with him and 
robbed liini of everything he had, even to the most of his clothes. 
Then they left him, cut and bruised and almost naked, lying half 
dead l)y the side of the road. There the poor man lay, not able to 
do anything to help liimself. 

There were a good nrany Jewish priests living at Jericho, and 
soon one of them came along. Probably he was on his way to or 
from a service at the temple. He could not help seeing the 
wounded man, but he passed Ijy as if he had not seen him, 
crossed to the other side of the road, and kept on his journey. 
He did not even give him a look of pity. 

Soon another Jew came along. He also helped in the temple 
ser\ice, and should have been willing to do God's work wherever 
he found it. Pie, too, saw the man in trouble, but, after looking 
at him for a minute, he went along as the priest had done, with- 
out trying to do anything for the poor man, although he knew 
that he might die if some one did not help him. 
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Before long a Samaritan came riding by. As he drew near he 
saw the man lying there by the side of the road, helpless. He 
knew that he was a Jew, and that probabl}- lie hated his race ; 

but he felt sorry for him 
because he was in such 
trouble. 

Going up to the 
place where tlie man lay, 
he put some oil (.»n his 
cuts and bruises and 
bound them up as well as 
he could. Then he put 
the man on his own mule 
and walked beside him 
till the}' came to a house 
where the}' both could 
get shelter. He took 
care of him that night, 
and in the morning, 
when lie was obliged to 
p'o awav, he ^■a^■e the 
man who kept the house 
some money, saying, 
'' Take care of liim, and if you need to spend more money than 
this I will Li-ive you the rest the next time I come alontr." Then 
he went on Ids way. 

Jesus told this story, and then tmnied to the law}'er, saying, 
'' Which now of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 
man who fell among the rtibbers ? " The scribe answered. "He 
tliat took pity on him." Then Jesus said, " Go and do the same." 
If the lawyei- had asked the ([ucstion because he really wanted to 
kno\v' the answer, Jesus would have been glad to teach him. Buu 




The Good Samaritan 



THE MINISTRY OF THE CHRIST 



131 



he knew what the man wanted, and that is why he told the story 
instead of answerins; him. 

Two or three miles outside of the city of Jerusalem was the 
village of Bethany, and here lived a family who loved Jesus, and 
of whom he was very fond. In the family were two sisters^ 
Mary and Martha, and their hrother Lazarus, and they were very 
glad t(_i have Jesus make his 
home with them whenever 
he cunld do so. 

Martha was the house- 
keeper, and because she 
wanted everything very nice 
when the Saviour was there, 
she kept about her work, 
and did not take much time 
to talk to him. But Mary 
was different ; she was so 
fond of hearing Jesus talk, 
that whenever he was in the 
house she dropped her work 
and sat at his feet that she 
might not lose a word of 
what he was saying. 

One day wlien Martlia 
was tired and fretted be- 
cause Mary had not couie 
to help her, she went into 
the room where her sister was sitting and said : " Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do the work alone ? Tell her 
to come and help me." 

Jesus did not send Mary away, but said to Martha : " Martha, 
you take too much care and fret yourself tibout many things that 
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are not important. There is only one thing that is really needful, 
and Mary has chosen that one thing that will never be taken 
away from her." The one thing was loving to be near the 
Christ, and to learn of him. 

As Jesus and the disciples were walking about Jerusalem one 
day they saw a man who had been blind ever since he Avas born. 
There are a great many blind people in those hot countries, more 
than in our cooler climate, for the heat and the brightness often 
bring on a disease of the eves. There are no schools, or homes, 
where they can be taTight to work so that they can earn their 
own living. There are very many poor people there, too, many 
more than we have here, and most of them much poorer. And 
most of these very poor people, some of whom are sick, or lame, 
or deformed, sit and lieg f(jr money jjy the sides of the roads. 
Very many of the blind people do this also, and this man was one 
of those who begged in Jerusalem. He had begged for so many 
years that everj' one in the city seemed to know him, and to look 
for him in his usual place. 

As they passed by him the disciples asked, *■ Master, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he Avas born blind ?" They 
asked this question because many people thought that blindness, 
or any sickness, or trouble of any kind, was a pvmishment from 
God for somebody's sin, and the disciples wanted to know if this 
belief was true. 

Jesus answered : " It Avas neither his sin, nor his parents' that 
made this man blind. His blindness Avas not a punishment from 
God, but the poAver and goodness of God shall noAV be shoAvn bv 
giving him sight. I must do the Avorks of God Avhile I can, for 
the night is coming Avhen T cannot work. As long as I am in the 
Avorld I am the light of the world." He knew that the Sanhedrin 
Avoidd not rest until they had killed hhn, and that is Avhat he 
meant by "the night is coming when I cannot Avork." 
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When he had finished these words he spat on the ground and 
made some clay ; then he spread the clay on the blind man's eyes, 
and said to him, 
'* Go wash in the 
Pool of Siloam." 
The blind man 
did as he was 
told, and when 
he came back he 
could see as well 
as any one. 

When the 
neighbors of the 
man, and those 
who had always 
known him, saw 
him with his eyes 
no longer blind, 
tliev did not know whether it was he or some one else. One said 
to another, " Is not this the man who sat and begged? " Some 
answered, "Yes, it is he." Others said, "I do uot know; it 
looks like him." The man himself said, " I am the very 
one." 

'■ Then how were your eyes made to see ?" they asked. Said 
he : " A man that is called Jesus made clay, put some on my eyes, 
and told me to go to the Pool of Siloam and wash. I went and 
washed, and came back seeing." "Where is he now''" they 
asked. But this the man could not tell them; he was blind when 
Jesus spoke to him, and he had never seen the Saviour. 

All tliis happened on the Sabbath day, and the man who had 
been bliud was taken to the Sanhedrin to see what they would 
say about it. Again he told with joy the story of how he had 
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received his sight. The Jews were very much troubled. It was 
a wonderful cure. No one had ever heard of such a thing as giv- 
inu' sitrht to a man who had been liorn Ijliud. Some of them even 
began to wonder if they had made a mistake, and he I'eally was 
the Christ. " But," said some of them. '• he is not a good man ; if 
he were the Christ he would keej) the Sabbath." Others said, 
"But how could a bad man do such a wonderful deed?" and 
some were almost ready to believe in him. 

Turning again to the man who stood Ijefore them, the}* asked: 
'•"What have you to say of this man who opened your eyes?" 
" I say that he is a. prophet," he answered. 

There were a. good many of the rulers who would not allow 
themselves to think that Jesus was the Christ, and as an excuse 
these began to sa}- that the man had never l:)een really blind. 
They called in his parents and asked them if he was real!}' their 
son wl)o had been born blind, and if so, how it was that he could 
see now. 

They answered that they knew that he was their son. and 
that he had Ijcen ).)orn blind, but how it was that he could see 
now they did not know. "He is old enough to tell himself, ask 
liim," they said. 

These people had a good reason for not wanting to tell all 
they knew about it. Like all good Jews they loved to go to the 
synagogue service. The Pharisees had sent out a notice that 
any one who bidieved on Jesus, and said that he was the Christ, 
should be put out of the svna<j,'Oii'ue. and should not be allowed to 
worship there any more. And so the parents, afraid that they 
might say too nuich, told the rulers to ask the young man himself, 
if they wanted to know what had been done. 

The Jews kni'w what the yomig man would say. but they 
called him to tluMU again, and tried to make him think it was 
not Jesus will) bad given him sight. ''Cod gave you Aonr sight, 
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praise him for it," they said. " It could not have been Jesus, for 
Ave know that he is a bad man." 

■• Whether he is a bad man or not," said the man, " I do not 
know. This one thing 1 do know, that once I was bhnd, and now 
1 can see." They then asked ;i,u;iin, " What did lie do to you? " 
Pleased as the man had 
)jeen to answer this 
question the first time 
it was asked, he would 
not answer it now. " 1 
have told you already 
what he did, and you 
would not hear ; why 
clo you want to hear it 
again ? Will you also 
be his disciples ? " 

The Pharisees did 
not like this answer. 
They, the great San- 
hedrin, wdio had studied 
all their lives, who were 
themselves the teachers 
of the people, were 
they asked to learn of 
this teacher whom they 
so hated ? They began to talk angrily, saying : " You are one of 
the kind to be his disciples. We are the di.sciples of Moses. 
We know that God spoke to Moses, but we do not know where 
he came from." 

" It is a strange thing that you do not know where he came 
from," answered the man, '' when he can do such a wonderful 
thing as open my eyes. We know that God does not hear sin- 
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ners, but if any man Avorsliips him and obeys him, God will hear 
him. Since the world began no one ever heard of a man who 
could open the eyes of one who had been born blind ; and if this 
man were not from Grod he could nut do it." 

How angry the Pharisees were at this answer ! What did the 
man mean by talking to tliem in this way ? Raising their voices 
they called out, " Does a man like you, a sinner, try to teach 
us?" They then sent him away with the punishment which his 
parents so feared ; he would not be allowed to go again to wor- 
ship in the synagogue. 

When Jesus heard what they had done he found the man 
whom he had cured, and said, '' Do you believe on the Son oi 
God?" Said the man, '-Who is he, Lord, that I may believe?" 
And then Jesus told him that he had already seen him, and was 
even then talking with him. As the man looked at him he knew 
that he was talking with his Saviour, and that his Saviour was 
the Son of God. Saying, " Lord, 1 do believe," he fell down and 
worshipped him. 

As they talked together Jes\is said, " My coming into the 
world has done two things ; it has made those Avho were l)lind 
see, and it has made those who think they can see, blind." 
There were some Pharisees standing near to hear all that was 
said, and one of them asked, '■ Do you mean to say that we are 
blind?" 

Jesus answered them : " If your eyes were blind and you could 
not see, it would be no fault of yours ; but it is a sin when your 
minds and hearts are so blind that you will not let yourselves 
believe me. If I had not come to teach you how to live better 
lives, you would have had some excuse for your sins. But since 
you have heard my words and have seen nu> do things that no 
other man can do, and yet will not believe me, there is no excuse 
for you. 
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" The kingdom of heaven is hke a sheepfold (a place where sheep 
are gatliered together at niglit). He that does not go tlirough the 
door into the sheepfold, but elimlis in some other way is a thief 
and a robber. He that goes in by the door is the shepherd of 

the sheep. I am the . . 

door. If any man 
goes into the sheepfold 
through me he is safe, 
as the sheep are safe 
in the fold." 

They did not seem 
to understand what he 
meant, and so he ex- 
plained it to them. 
Heaven is the sheep- 
fold ; the people are 
the sheep. The Christ 
is the door, and all who 
want to go to heaven 
must go through the 
door. This they can do 
by believing the Christ 
and obeying him. 

Those who teach 
any other way of going into heaven are thieves and robbers, be- 
cause they are taking from the people the best things of life. 

He told them another parable to show them that his greatest 
wish was to do them good. In this parable he called himself 
the shepherd of the sheep, and other teachers hired men, who do 
not care for the sheep because they do not own them. 

He said : " I am the Good Shepherd, and the good shepherd is 
willing to give his life for the sheep. But the one who is hired 
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to take care of the sheep, who does not own them, cares nothing 
for them. If he sees a wolf commg, he leaves the sheep and 
runs to look out fur himself. Then the wolf catches the sheep 
and scatters them. I am the Good Shepherd, and will give my 
life fur the sheep." 

How sweet and loviug his \oice was ! Many of the jieople 

— - who heard him talk 

believed that he was 
telling the truth. They 
thought they Avonld 
like to belonsi' to this 
good shepherd, and 
that they Avonld like 
to go to hea^'en by 
this door. Bnt some 
said, "He is insane ; 
why do you listen to 
him?" "But," said 
those who were ready 
to believe him, " what 
he says does not sonnd 
like the talk of an in- 
sane man. Can one 
who is insane give sight 
to a man that has 
always been blind?" 
And they almost began to quarrel among themselves. 

Very soon after Jesus had spoken these wt)rds, it was time 
for another of the Jewish feasts. This was the Feast of the 
Dedication, which, like the other feasts we have studied about, 
lasted one week. This feast was held in the winter time. As 
he walked in the temple one day, some of the Jews came around 
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him and asked : '' How long shall we have to wait without know- 
ing whether you are the Christ or not ? If you are the Christ, 
tell us so plainly." 

Jesus answered : " I have told you so many times, but you 
would not believe me. The miracles that I do ought to answer 
your question, but you will not believe me because you are not 
my sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and they 
follow me, and I give them the life that will last forever. My 
Father, who gave them to me, is greater than all else, and no one 
shall be able to take them away from my Father or me, for I 
and my Father are one." 

The Jews then took up stones to throw at him. What did 
the Saviour do ? Did he speak to them in anger ? No, he gently 
said, " Many good deeds have I done for you, through my Father; 
for which of these are you stoning me?" It would seem as if 
those words would have made them drop their stones in shame 
and ask him to forgive them, but it did not. 

They answered, " It is not for good Avorks that we stone yon, 
hat because you, a man, call yourself God." Jesus said : " If I 
do not do the works of God, then do not believe me. But if I 
do, then believe the works that you see, even if you cannot believe 
me. Then you will know and believe that the Father is in me, 
and I in hiin." 

Acrain the Sanhedrim tried to arrest the man who called him- 
self the Son of God, but they could not do it. Jesus left the 
temple and crossed the Jordan into the country where John the 
Baptist used to preach. Many of the people followed him even 
there, saying, "He is greater than John, for John did no miracle. 
E\erything that John said about this man is true." And many 
believed on him there. 

These new friends asked him to teach them a prayer, as John 
had taught his disciples. Jesus then taiight them the same 
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prayer that he had taught the disciples in Galilee, the Lord's 
Prayer. He told them not to give up praying because God did 
not seem to answer them at once ; for the Father loved to have 
them keep asking, and would give them what was best for them, 
just as they were willing to give good things to their cliildren. 

The people of this part of the country crowded around him 
just as the people of Galilee had the year before ; for no one 
could hear him talk once without wanting to hear him again. 
Some probably believed that he was the Son of God, but no doubt 
others heard him talk, and then forgot him. 

As he was teaching the people one day, a Pharisee asked him 
to dinner. Why he invited him we do not know. Perhaps he 
liked to hear him, and wanted to knowjiim better ; but probably 
he wanted to draw him away from the people and get him to 
say something of which he could complain to the rulers. 

Whatever his reason Jesus went with him, sat down to the 
table, and began to eat. You remember the custom the Phari- 
sees had of washing their hands before they ate, and M'h}- they 
did it ? Jesus did not wash his hands as he sat down to this 
dinner, and the Pharisee found fault with him. But Jesus wanted 
to teach the people that these customs were not of much impor- 
tance, if only the real commands of God were obeyed. It was 
much more necessary to be honest and kind and loving, than to 
wash one's hands just because it was a custom. 

So when the Pharisee fomid fault with him he told him and 
the others who were with him at the table what he thought 
about these things. They did not like this, and tried to say 
tilings that would make him angry, so that he would say more 
than he meant to say. But they did not succeed ; he went away 
from them and told his friends not to trust the Pliarisees, for 
they were hypocrites, who said one thing when they meant 
another. 
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But he said : " Do not be afraid of them, even if they arrest 
you and try to kill you. God, who takes care of even the spar- 
rows which are worth so little will surely take care of you. Yet 
even though they should kill you, it is only your body that they 





1 




■^•'fit' '■■■■ '':^^... sj:i< ■'■ ■•"¥^ 


i 






^fe-^lpff 



Jesus Preaching 

hiirt, for they cannot touch your soul, that part of you which is 
to live forever." 

Two brothers who lived in that part of the country had quar- 
relled about some money that had been left to them ; one of them 
took more than the other thought was riglit. One day, Avhile 
Jesus was talking to a very large crowd of people, the brother 
who did not think he had his share of the money said to him, 
" Master, speak to my brother, and tell him to divide the money 
with me." 

Jesus answered him, " Who made me your judge, or gave 
me the right to divide your property for you ? " That was not 
what he had come to earth to do. But he had come to teach, 
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and while the people were thinking about property, for they had 
all heard the question, he taught tlieni a lesson. '• Do not long 
to own what you see other people have," he said, "for a man's 
happiness does not depend upon the number of things he owns." 
There was once a rich man who owned a great piece of land 

and planted it. Evei-y- 
thing grew welloneyear, 
and at harvest time there 
was so much to ti'ather 
that the man did not 
have room enoutrh to 
put it all. He thought 
to himself : " What 
shall I do ? My Ijarns 
are too small. Where 
shall I put all that has 
grown this year ? " 

Hemio-ht haveu;iven 
some away, might he 
not ? But he did not 
want to do that, he 
wanted to keep it all 
himself. So he saiil : 
" 1 will pull down my 
barns and ])uild others 
which will be large 
enough to hold all that I have gathered. Then I will say to 
my S(_)ul, ' Soul, you have enough for many years ; take your 
cou] fort now ; eat, drink, and be merry.' " But God said to him : . 
•" Y(,)u foolish num, j'ou will die this very night ; then who will 
have tliose things that 3'ou have stored away ? " 

Jesus waited a minute, and then said, " So is every one who 
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is ricli in money and other treasures, but is not rich in God's 
love." 

After finishing tliis story Jesus taught liis disciples many 
things that he had taught the people of Galilee in the Sermon 
on the Mount. He told them not to be too anxious al)out their 
food and clothing, for God, who cared for such tiny things as 
birds and flowers, would surely care for them. '■ Let your 
greatest wish be to live as one of God's children ought, and 
all these things will be given to you. Do your best every day, 
and then, whenever God calls you to live with him, you will be 
ready to go." 

He was teaching in the synagogue one Sabljath day, and with 
the worshippers was a woman who was very much deformed. 
For eighteen years her back had been bent like a bow, and 
notliing on earth could make it straight. The loving heart of the 
Saviour felt pity for the poor woman. He called her to him, and, 
laying his hands on her, said, " You are free from this trouble." 

No sooner had he said this than the woman felt a difference 
in lier back and found that she could stand straight again ; that 
she was no longer deformed. It made her very happy, and she 
thanked God for what had been done. 

Tint the ruler of the synagogue was very angry that this had 
been done on the Sabbath. So he said to the people : " There 
are six days in the week in which men ought to work. Come on 
one of those if you wish to be cured ! " 

Jesus turned to this man and said : " You hypocrite, does not 
each one on the Sabbath untie his ox and lead him away to water ? 
If there is such need of doing this that it is not wrong to do it on 
the Sabbath, should not this woman be freed from the trouble 
she has borne eighteen years, even on the Sabbath day?" These 
words made the Pharisees ashamed of themselves, and the people 
shouted for joy because of the glorious things that were being done. 
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WONDERFUL TEACHINGS 

Jesus went through the cities and villages teaching men and 
•women' liuw to enter the kingdom of God. Eveiy day he was 
drawing nearer to Jerusalem, for it was almost time for another 
Jewish feast. A party of Pharisees met him when he was not 
far from the city, and said to him : "• Go away from here. You 
are not safe, for Herod is lookino; for you, and if he finds you he 
will kill you." Jesus answered; "You may go hack to Herod 
and tell him that I will work cures as loner as I live ; but l^efore 
long my work will l^e done. I must go to Jerusalem, for that is 
the place where a prophet ought to die." 

Then, as he thought of the city which he so loved, and wanted 
so much to help ; as he thought of the unkind way in which he 
had already been treated, and of the cruel punishment which 
would come to liim there, he cried : '• Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
who kills the prophets, and stones those who are sent to you ; how 
often I would have gathered your children together as a hen 
fathers her l^rood under her wino\s, and you would not let me I 
And now it is too late ! " 

Jesus was invited to the house of one of the chief Pharisees, 
one Sabbath day, to eat bread, and here he was watched every 
moment. It was a very common custom in that country, as we 
have seen, for people who are passing a house to walk in at the 
open door. Wliile they were at the table this Sabbath day, a 
man who was ill came into the Pharisee's house. Jesus looked 
at the man and said to the scril^es and Pharisees, " Is it right to 
heal on the Sabbath ? " There was no answer. 

He took the man, healed him, and let him eo. Then he 
again spoke to those about the table, asking, " "\Yliich one of 
you, if one of your animals should fall into a deep hole, would 
not pull him out on the Sabbath ? " They would not answer 
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this question, eitlier, for they knew that tliey would all do that. 
And, if they would do so much for a suffering animal, how could 
they blame him for saving a suffering man ? So they said nothing, 
and Jesus began to talk to theur in parables. 

There were certain 
places at the talkie Avhich 
were given to the guests 
who were the most 
worthy of respect. Jesus 
noticed that at this 
feast the guests chose 
these places for them- 
selves. No seat of 
honor was left for liim, 
the chief guest. And 
so he spoke this paral^le. 

■• "When 3'ou are in- 
vited hj any man to a 
wedding, do not sit 
down in the highest 
place, for perhaps a 
more honored guest 
than you has been in- 
vited. Then he who 
invited you botli will 

say to you, ' Give your place to this man,' and with shame you 
will have to take the lowest place. 

'•' But when you are invited go and sit down in the lowest 
place. Then when he who asked you to come says, ' Friend, go 
up higher,' you can take another place, and be respected by all 
who are at the feast." It is better to begin at the bottom and 
go up than to begin at the top and go down. 
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That was the first lesson that he taught. The second shows 
who ought to be invited to share our good times. Jesus said : 
" When you make a dinner or a supper do not invite your friends 
or relatives or rich neighbors, wlio will later make a feast and 
invite you back again. But call in the ^joor, the deformed, the 
lame, and the blind, who do not have many good times. They 
cannot pay you back, but the Lord will reward you." A great 
many people have learned this lesson now, but very few knew it 
then. Just think how many kind things are done for tiie poor 
people among us to-day ! There are a good many Thanksgiving 
dinners given to the newsl^oys, the sailors, the children in the 
homes for orphans and in the hospitals. The poor children in 
many cities are given days or weeks in the country and Ijy the 
sea. All these things, and many more, because Jesus taught this 
lesson of love. 

The next lesson was given in this paral)le. A certain man 
made a great supper, and invited many guests. When the supjier 
was ready he sent his servant to say to those who had Ijeen in- 
vited, '' Come, for all thintrs are ready." 

That was another of the customs in those days. People were 
invited some time beforehand, and then when evervthinu; was 
prepared the servant went around again to tell those who had 
accepted the invitation to come. They had no clocks and watches, 
and perhaps that was one reason why they did so. 

These guests had said that they would accept the invitation^ 
but when the servant went to them the second time they began 
to make excuses. The first said he had bought a piece of ground 
that he wanted to go and see, and must be excused. Anothei' 
said, " I have just l^ought five yoke of oxen, and I must try them 
to see if they are as good as they ought to be ; I shall have to be 
excused." Still another said, " I have just been married, so I 
cannot come." 
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All the guests had some kind of an excuse, and when the ser- 
vant went back to his raastex' and told him of these things he was 
very angry, for he had prepared good things for the feast. He 
said to the servant, " Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of 
the city, and bring in 
the poor, the deformed, 
and the lame, and the 
blind." 

The servant did 
this, and then said to 
his master, " Lord, I 
have done as you com- 
manded, and yet there 
is room." The master 
said : "Go out again 
and Ijrina; in more 
people till the house is 
filled, for none of those 
who were invited shall 
taste of my supper," 

This is the story of 
what had happened in 
the Saviour's own life. 
The gospel he had 
come to teach was the 

feast of good things which had been made ready, and the Jews' 
were the invited guests who liad found every kind of excuse for 
not coming to it. The publicans and the conimon people were 
the lame and the blind who had been willing to come to Jesus, 
and they had received the blessings whicii the Pharisees would 
not take. 

Yet, though these Jewish rulers did not want to be friends 
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with the Saviour themselves, they found great fault with him, 
because he Aveut,. so uuich among these publicans, even going to 
their homes and eating with them. At one time, when the scribes 
and Pharisees were complaining of the comjjany Jesus kept, he 
toll] them three stories, to show why he did what they thought 
was so bad. 

He Avanted to show them that God cared even for those who 

had been very wicked, if 
they only were sorry for 
their sin, and that he cared 
for them really more tlian 
for those who had never 
done an3'thing that was 
very Ijad, Ijut who thought 
they were very good, and 
were not sorry for the 
wrong things they did. 
These were the stories. 

Whatman is there who 
has a lumdred sheep Avho, 
if he should lose one of 
them, would not leave the 
ninety-nine wherever they 
were, even though it should be in the wilderness, and go after the 
one that is lost until he iinds it ? He is willing to hunt through 
the woods and over the mountains, for he knows that it is weak 
and timid, and that it will be very nnich frightened, and may 
get hurt, out alone among the wild beasts. He is willing to take 
great trouble, if he can only iind the sheep which has wandered 
away from the flock. And when he has found it he is very 
joyful, and lays it gently on his shoulder, and carries it home 
to tlie sheepfold. 
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And when he gets home lie calls his friends and neighbors to- 
gether, saying to them, " Be glad with me, for 1 have fomid the 
sheep which I had List." 
Jesus said that in the 
same way there is joy in 
lieaAen over one wicked 
l^erson who truly rejients, 
nioi-e than over ninety-nine 
persons who are not so 
very bad, and wdio think 
they need no repentance. 

Repentance, you re- 
niember, is being so sorry 
for what we have done 
that we will try very, very 
haixl not to do the wrong 
thing again. Do 3'ou re- 
member the story Jesus 
told the Pharisee, Simon, 
when the woiuan anointed 
his feet ? He said that 
the one who had done 
many wrong things, but 
w^ho had repented and been 
forgiven, would love God 
better than one who had been a better man, but who was not 
sorry for what wrong things he had done. 

You know, the more we love any one the more willing we 
are to please him, even when it takes a good deal of time and 
troul)le ; and if we truly love our heavenly Father, we shall want 
to be as sweet, loving, and obedient as possible, because we know 
it pleases Him. 
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This was the second of these three stories. What woman,. 
who has ten pieces of silver, if slie shonld lo.se one piece, would 

not light a lamp and 
sweep the hoii.se, and 
look carefully till she 
finds it? And when 
she has found it she 
calls her friends and 
neighhors together, say- 
inu;, "Be a-lad with me,, 
for I have found the 
piece of silver that was 
lost." 

So I sa}- to you, 
there is joy among the 
angels of God in hea\-en 
over one sinner that 
repents. 

The third story was 
one Avhich has heen 
loved hy a great many 
people ever since Jesus 
told it to these Jews so long ago. It was the story of the prodi- 
gal son. 

A certain man had two sons, and the younger one said to his 
father, " Father, give me my share of your money and property, 
for I want to go away from here." The father did as the boy 
wished, and, not many days after, this younger son gathered 
together all that he had and took a journev into a far country. 

He fell into bad company there, and spent his money for 
wicked pleasure, and spent it \'ery fast. The time came when he 
had not enough left to buy even the food he needed, and he went 
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•and Avovkecl for a man of that country, who sent him into his 
fields tu tal\e care of the pigs. There were many days when the 
young man was hungry enougli to eat the food given to tlie pigs. 

One day, while at work, as he thought of his happy home, and 
how fuulish he had been to leave it, he said to himself: "How 
many hired servants of my father have bread enough and to 
.spare, while I am suffering here from hunger. 1 will leave this 
place and will go home to my father and will say : " Father, I 
ha\e been wicked. I 
have liroken God's laws, 
and have done many 
things that I am 
ashamed to have you 
kn(.)W. Let me be one 
of your hired servants." 

T h e m ore he 
thought about it the 
more decided lie be- 
came, until at last he 
left his work and started 
home. 

Now when he was 
still a long way oft', the 
father, who dearly loved 
his Ijoy, saw him coming 
and ran to meet him. 
He put his arms around 
his son's neck and 
kissed him. The young man, who was ashamed of the life he 
had led, said: '"Father, I have been wicked. T have broken 
God's laws, and done wrong to you. I am not worthy to be 
■called your son." 
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But the father said to his servants : " Brine; here the best robe 
and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his 
feet. Kill the fatted calf, and let us ))e merry ; for this my son 
was lost and is found." 

His orders were carried out, and the household began to cele- 
brate the coming home of the younger son. 

Now the older son was in the field, and as he came toward the 
house he heard the music and dancing. He called one of the ser- 
vants and asked what these things meant. The servant said, 
'' Your brother has come home, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf because he is so glad to have him back safe and well." 

The older son was angry and would not go in. His father 
came out and m-o-ed him to come in and be sjlad with them that 
his brother had come back. But he would not go. He said : '• I 
have stayed here all the time, doing as well as I could for you, 
and you never made a party for me ; you have not killed as much 
as a kid for me, that I might be merry with my friends. But as 
soon as my brother, who has been away wasting your money, has 
come back, you ha^'e killed for him the fatted calf." 

The father answered : " Son, you are always with me. and all 
that I have is yours. Still it is right we should be merry now, 
and very happy ; for your brother was lost, and is found." 

Jesus spoke these three parables to show the Jews why he 
worked among the publicans and wicked people. They were the 
sheep that had strayed away, and the treasure that had been lost. 
They were the younger son, and had indeed been more wicked 
than their brothers, the scribes and Pharisees. They had not 
wanted to obey the law of Ciod, their Father, and to serve him, 
l)ut had \vandered aw^ay and wasted their lives in doing just what 
the}' liked. 

But now the}' were learning how foolish they had been, and 
were comina; back to their Father, askina; him to fortrive them, 
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and take them to be his workers. And the Son of God was 
teaching them to do liis Fatlier's work. 

Soon after this he told two other stories, quite different fr(jm 
tliese. In the first one he sliovved liow the people who care for 
money, and what it will 
buy in this world, plan 
carefully for the time 
that is coming. The 
man of whom the story 
is told was not honest 
in his planning, and the 
Saviour did not praise 
him for that. But he 
did say that those who 
serve God should try 
to plan for the future, 
as well as others ; and 
should try to make 
themselves liked by 
their companions. 

The other story was 
about two men. One 
was very rich and liad 
everything he wanted ; 
the other was a beggar 

who, poor and sick, sat on the steps of the rich man's house, and 
begged for the scraps of food that they were going to throw 
away. 

]3ut there is another side to tlie story. After telling about 
the two men while they were living on this earth, he told them 
that in the other world the poor beggar was to have the highest 
place, for he had served God in his poverty better than the rich 
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man, with all his money. He showed the people that having 
o-ood things in this life does not mean that good things will come 
to us in the other life, unless we are good, and love and sei've 
God. 

A messenger came hurriedly to Perea, one day, to find the 
Saviour, saying, ''Lord, your friend Lazarus, ^vhom you love so 
dearly, is very sick, and his sisters, Mary and Martha, have sent 
for you." Now, although Jesus was so fond of this family, he 
did not go at once to Bethany to help them, but stayed two or 
three days longer where he was, in Perea. 

For tAvo days he said nothing ahout going away, but, at the 
end of that time he said to his disciples, " Let us go into Judea 
again." They answered: "Master, do you not remember that 
the Jews almost stoned you the last time you were there ? Are 
yoTT going to risk it again ? " 

Jesus told them that he was, for his work in Judea was Jiot 
yet done, and then said, " Our friend Lazarus is sleeping; I nnist 
go and wake him out of his sleep." The disciples- thought that 
Lazarus must be better if he could sleep, and answered, " Lord, 
if he is sleeping he is better." 

Jesus said : " He is not sleeping in the way you mean ; Laza- 
rus is dead. I am glad, for your sakes, that I was not there 
when he died ; you will have greater reason than ever for 
believino' in me. Couie, let us yo to him." 

Tiie disciples were almost afraid to have their Master go back 
into Judea, and Thomas said to tlie others, '' AYe will all go and 
die with him." 

^^'hen the}- reached Bethany tliey found that Lazarus was 
dead, as tlie ]\Laster had said, and had been in the grave for four 
days. YoiT remember that Bethany was only a few^ miles from 
Jerusalem, and many Jews had come from that city to couifort 
Marv and Martlia. They were a, sad and kmely family now, for 



THE MIXISTRY OF THE CHRIST 



155 



they loved the brother who had been taken from them, and they 
missed him very much. 

Martha heard tliat Jesus was on tlie way, and went out to 
meet liim ; but Mary sat still in the house. When Martha 

came to the Sa\'iour, • - 

she said : '• Lord, if 
you had been here my 
brother would not have 
died. But I know that 
God will give you 
whatever you ask of 
him." 

Jesus said to her, 
" Your brother shall 
rise again." Then he 
spoke to her words 
which have, ever since 
that time, cheered peo- 
ple when their friends 
have been taken away 
from them ; for he told 
her that one who be- 
lieves in him shall 
never die ; for though 
he dies on earth, he is living somewhere else, and will live 
forever. 

These words were a comfort to Martha, for she believed them, 
and she went back to the house to tell Mary about it. She called 
so softly that no one else could hear what she said, " Mary, the 
Master is come, and is calling for you." 

As soon as Mary heard this glad news she rose quickly and 
went to see Jesus, who had not come into the town, but was wait- 
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ing in the place where Martha had left him. Now when the 
Jews who had come to this home to comfort the sisters saw Maiy 
rise in such haste and go away from the house, they followed her, 
saying, " She is going to the grave to weep thei'e." 

Mary went away, and when she got to the place where Jesus 
was waiting she bowed down at his feet. She was crying so hard 
that she could scarcely talk, but she said, '• Lord, if you had 
only been here my brother would not have died." And when the 
loving Saviour saw her crying, and the Jews who had followed 
her crying too, he could not keep back the tears from his own 
eyes. Jesus wept, for he, too, had lost a friend whom he dearly 
loved. 

The Jews noticed this, and some of them said, '' See how he 
loved him." From others came the question, ''Could not this 
man who opened the eyes of the blind have kept his friend from 
dvino; '.' " 

The Saviour asked, "Where have you laid Lazarus?" And 
they replied, " Come and see." Still weepuig, Jesus went to the 
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. The Master said, 
" Take away the stone," and some one took it away. 

Then, raising his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed in these words, 
" Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew 
that thou hearest me always, but because of the people who stand 
by, I said it ; that they may know that thou hast sent me into 
the world." 

When he had finished this praver he called in a loud voice, 
" Lazarus, come forth." The people looked on in wonder. Could 
it be possible tliat Lazarus would hear that ^•oice, and obey? 
But no, it could not be, for he had lieen dead and buried for 
several days. While the}^ were still talking in this way Lazarus 
walked out of the t>;rave, a livino; man. 

Many of the Jews who had never before believed in Jesus 
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changed their minds when tliey saw what he liad done for 
Lazarns. But some of tliose wlio saw it went to the Pharisees 
and told them about it. 

At once a meeting of the great comicil, the Sanhedrin, was 
called, and the question 
was put : " What shall 
we do ? for this man 
surely works many mir- 
acles. If Vi'e let him 
alone all the people will 
soon believe on him. 
Then the Romans, fear- 
ing that we will try to 
make him king, will 
take away even the free- 
dom that we now have." 

The Hitfh Priest then 
rose and said : " You are 
not very wise about this 
thina;. Is it not better 
that one man should 
die than for the whole 
nation to be punished ? " 
Before the meeting was 
over it was voted that 

Jesus should die, and the command was sent out that any man 
who knew where this teacher was must tell of it, that he might 
be arrested. 

The council even planned to kill Lazarus, too. " For," they 
said, " every one who sees him will know that he was raised from 
the dead, and will believe that Jesus, who raised him, is the 
Christ." 
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THE LAST JOUKXKY TO JKltUSALEM 

Jesus (lid nut st;iy any longer in the eities, but went with his 
(lisci])l(,'S into K[)hraiiii, wliieh is neai' the wilderness. Here he 
stayed until it was time fur the Passuver feast. I'hen lie and his 
disei[)les started a,gain for Jerusalem. 

As they passed through a certain village of Samaria, they saw 

a comjjany ul ten men ; 
nine Jews and (jne 
Samaritan, 'idie men 
did not come \er\' near 
the travellers, loi' they 
were lepers, and did 
not dare to disobey the 
law of the eountry. 
No one could help feel- 
ing ])it3' for the ]e])ers, 
they were so lonely. 
Driven frum their 
homes, with no hope 
of ever being allowed 
to go back to tlieir 
friends ; suft'eruig with 
- •"" this di'eadfnl disease, 

wdiich no doctor on 
earth knew how tocure, 
they wandered about. 
>illed them there was only one who 
was able to help them. Perhaps these lepers had heard that 
Jesus of Nazareth could heal any trouble, even their dreadful 
dis(!ase ; perhaps they had heard that he would pass that way, 
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1 were looking for him. Now, when they saw him coming, 
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even while he was far away, they began to cij, " Jesns, Master, 
liave pity on ns."' 

The Saviour, hearing their cry, said : " Go, show j'ourselves 
to the priest." Tliey turned about to obey him. and as tliey 
wallved ak)ng loolved at one another, and then at their own flesli. 
What joy ! Their slcin was no longer dry and white, and full of 
sores; it looked as it had when they were well. Could it be true 
that they were lepers no longer? Yes, it was reall}' true ; Jesus 
had made them well. 

Now the Samaritan, when he saw that he was Avell, went 
back to the Master, and, falling down at his feet, thanked him 
atiain and aarain for making' him well. Seeing- onlv this one num, 
Jesus asked: "Were there not ten who wei'e cui'ed ? Yet none 
of them have come back to thank God except this stranger. 
Where are the nine ? " 

And where Avere the}', the Jews who had been made well ? 
Hiu'rying as fast as they could to show themselves to the priests. 
They longed to hear them say that they were well ; they longed 
to live like other people again. They longed so much to ])e at 
home with their friends that in their hurry they forgot to thank 
the One who had made them well. TIow different their lives 
would have been if the Saviour had not been so kind to them ! 
And yet they did not say a word of thanks to the One who had 
made this difference ! Do we ever forget to thank God for what 
he does for us ? 

As Jesus and the twelve travelled toward Jerusalem they 
were joined bv other groups of people who were on their way to 
the feast; and as they walked together Jesus taught one lesson 
after another and answered the cpiestions that were asked him. 
The Pharisees asked when the kingdom of heaven should come, 
and he told them that this was a kingdom which would never be 
seen, for it was in the hearts of those who belonged to it. 
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Here is one of the parables he told on that journey. Two 
men went into the temple to pray ; one was a Pharisee, and the 

other a pul^lican. The 
Pharisee stood Avith his 
head up and proudly said : 
" God, I thaidc thee that I 
am not as w irked as other 
men are, or even like this 
}ioor publican. I go with- 
out food twice every A\'eek, 
and I ti'ive awav a tenth of 
all that I own." 

But the publican, stand- 
ing away from the others 
in the temple, did not even 
lift up his eyes toward 
heaven. He put his hands 
on his breast and said, 
" God be merciful to me. a 
sinner." 

'' I tell you," said Je- 
sus, "that God was better 
pleased with this man thiin he was with the other who boasted of 
his good works." Tliose who are the greatest in their own eyes 
arc often the least in God's si^ht. If we are kind and yenerous 
t(i others because we love them we will not always be thinking 
how trood we a-re to them. 

.Vs the com]iany passi'd along the road little children were 
bi'oiight to tlic (!hi-ist, that he might put his hands on them and 
liless tliciu. Tlic disci[)lcs wanted to send them away, lV)r they 
thought thcii' Master \vas too busy to be troul)led with children, 
but Jt'sus woidil not. allow this to be done. 
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He called the little ones to him, and laying his hands on their 
heads in blessing, he said tliose words that so many children have 
learned since then, and that every child loves if he has ever heard 
them. 

''Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

Jesus always loved the 
children. Do 3'on remem- 
ber that time, after his 
disciples had been cparrel- 
ing about who was to be 
the greatest man in the 
new kingdom that they 
thought Jesus was going 
to have in their country ? 
Then Jesus took a child 
in his arms and said that 
it was only those who 
were loving and obedient 
like a child ; those who 
knew they did not know 
much, and were willing to 
learn, that would be mem- 
bers of the kingdom, and 
that wanting to be great 
was sure to make them 
the loAvest. 

When they had gone 
a little farther on, a rich young man came up to the Saviour 
and kneeled at liis feet, saying, " Good Master, what shall I do 
tliat I may have the life that goes on forever?" Jesus said to 
him : " Why do you call me good ? There is none good but one^ 
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tliat is God. But if you want to live forever, keep the command- 
ments. You know them. Do not kill. Do not 'steal. Do not 
tell things that are not true. Honor your father and mother. 
Love your neighhijr as y(jurself." 

The young man answered and said to him : '• Master, I have 

kept all these com- 
mandments ever since 
I was a little boy. 
What more must I 
do '.' " Jesus knew that 
this was so, and said 
to the voiTug man : *■ If 
3'ou want to be perfect, 
go and sell all that 
you have and give it to 
the poor, and you shall 
have treasure in heaven. 
Then come and follow 
ane." 

Now tliisyoung mau 
was very rich, and prob- 
aljly cared more for his 
money than for any- 
thing else in the wide 
Avorld. Jesus knew 
this, and knew that 
until he was willing to give up everything that was dearer to 
liim than love for God, he could not he a true disciple of his. 
And so, though he loved the young man, he asked bun to do 
this thing Avhich was so hard for him to do. The J'omig man 
said no more, but went away very sad. He felt that he could 
not do what the Master had asked of him. 
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Turning to the other travellers Jesus said, " How hard it is 
for people to give up their riches and the things that are dear 
to them, to follow me ! " And he showed them that it was 
only when God gave them new hearts that such a. thing was 
possible. 

Peter then spoke for himself and the other disciples, and said, 
"Lord, we have left all to follow you; what shall we gain hy 
doing it?" Jesus answered: "There is no man who has left 
home or parents or friends or wife or children, for my sake, who 
shall not receive in this world many times as much as he has 
lost. And in the world to come he will have the life that ne^•er 
ends." Then he told them another story. 

The king;doni of heaven is like a man who owned a laru-e 
viiieyard ; that is, a place where grapes are grown. When he- 
went out very early one morning to find men who would work 
for him in this vineyard, he fovmd some who agreed to work all 
day for a Roman penny. This was worth about sixteen cents- 
of our money, and was what such laborers usually received for a 
day's work. 

About nine o'clock in the morning he went out again, and 
seeing others standing in the market-place doing nothing, he said,. 
" You can go into my vineyard, and whatever is I'iglit I will give 
you." At twelve o'clock and at three o'clock he did the same 
thing. 

Even as late as five o'clock in the afternoon he found men 
in the market-place who were doing nothing. He asked them, 
" Why do you stand here all the day idle ?" and they answered, 
"Because no man has hired us." He then told them, as he had 
the others, that they might work in his vineyard, and that he 
would pay them what was right. 

In that country they called the day over at sunset, and as 
tliat was usually six o'clock, they stopped their work then. So 



104 A CHILD'S STOKY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 

•\vlien it was time to stop work tliat evening, the master said to 
one of his head workers, " Call tile men in and jjaj them for 
what they have done, beginning with those who came last." 

The men who had worked but one hour came in, and each 
of them received a penny. Those who came to work at three 
o'clock were called next, and they also had a penny apiece ; and 
so did every man who had been at work in the vineyard that 
day. 

Now, when those who had been at work since earl}' morning 
heard that every one had been given the same money, they were 
angry. They thought they should be paid more than those who 
had only worked a part of the day, and they found fault with 
the man who hired them. 

" Friends," said he, " have I not given you all that I prom- 
ised you ? I have not wronged you, for you agreed to work for 
a penny a day. Take what belongs to you, and go home. Is 
it not right for me to do as I wish with my own money ? Are 
you angry because I want to 1)6 kind to these other men?" 

In this parable Jesus taught that the Father will always 
reward good, honest work; not alwa_ys according to the amount 
we have done, but according to our willingness to help. Just as 
a mother thanks her little daugliter for trying to help her, even 
though the little girl could not do much work, nor do it very well. 

Jesus now took his disciples apart from the others, and as 
they sat together, resting, he spoke to them once more of what 
was going to happen to him. " We are on the way to Jerusalem 
now," said he, " and there I shall be given up to the chief priests 
and scril)es, who have said that I should be put to death at once. 
But on the third day I shall rise again." 

It is strange that the disciples could not understand wliat 
their Master meant, but they did not, and even now they were 
woiiilering who would have the highest places in the kingdom. 
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The mother ox two of them, James and John, came to hun 
at this time, and asked that her two sons might have the highest 
pLaces, those next to Jesus himself. 

The ten other disciples were very angry with these two, when 
they heard what they had asked ; for they all wanted the same 
thing, and they thought their Master would probably give these 
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The Request for James and John 

places to those who had asked for them first. Very possibly they 
felt that they would be much more worthy of them than the two 
who had asked. At any rate they did not think James and John 
had any more right to them than they had. 

Aoain Jesus tried to teach them that the one who -would be 
the greatest must be the least. He must be willing to forget 
himself, and think of others, even as the Christ, their Master, 
who all his life worked for others instead of having others work 
for him. 
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After a sliort rest Jesus and the twelve started again on their 
journey. As they came near to Jericho they saw two Wind men 

sitting by the waysiile, 
Ijeytriny;. Thouu'li these 
men could not see what 
was going on, they coul d 
tell by the sound that a 
great many people ^vere 
passing. 

One of the two, 
n a m e d B a r t i m se u s^ 
asked what it all meant,, 
and they told him that 
Jesus of Nazareth was 
passhig by. Bartimteus- 
knew that name, and 
knew he had spoken to 
other l)lind men and 
given them sight. So 
now he called out. ■' Je- 
sus, son of David, have 
pity on me." 

He called so loudly 
that people tried to quiet him ; but he would not be quieted. 
Jesus stood still and cunnnanded that the l)lind man should be 
brought to him. Willing people called to Bartimanis, -'Be of 
good cheer ; rise, he is calliug 3'<m." 

Then they led lK)th hiui and his friend to the Saviour, who 
said to them, "What do yon want me to do for yon?" They 
answered, "0 Lord, we want our eyes opened." The Saviour 
touched tlieir eves and said, '• Your belief in me has made vou 
well." The blind eyes C(.)uld see now, and the two men followed 
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the Saviour, praising God for what had been done for them. 
And all the people, when they saw it, also praised God. 

The travellers, who were now a large company, arrived at 
Jericho. This Avas a bnsy city where there was a great deal of 
bnying and selling going on ; and as a certain share of the money 
taken in this way belonged to the Roman government, very many 
publicans lived in the city to collect this money. 

C)ne of the most noted of these ptiWicans was a man named 
Zaccheus. When he heard that Jesus was passing through the 
city he Avanted to see 
him. He was a very 
short man, and could 
not see over the heads 
of people, but he was so 
very anxious to see this 
Rabbi, of whom every 
one was talking, that he 
ran ahead and climbed a 
tree on the road along 
which he knew Jesus 
must pass. 

As the Saviour drew 
near, he looked up and 
saw the man in the tree. 
"Zaccheus," said he, 
^' make haste and come 
dowm, for I want to stay 
at your house to-day." 
What an honor for Zac- 
cheus ! He did not need 

to be called twice, but came down as quickly as he could, and 
with joy welcomed the Saviour to his home. 
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The people frowned, and muttered, '■ He has gone to be the 
guest of a man wlio iw a .sinner." Perhaps Zaccheus was a wicked 
man ; perhaps lie had not always been honest ; but the loving 
spirit of his guest made him want to be good and honest, and 
to becfin a different life riu,ht away. 

So he said, loud enough for all to hear him, '' Lord, half of 
my goods I will give to the poor, and if I have taken anything 
from any man dishonestly, I will give him back four times as 
much as I have taken." 

Jesus said to him, •' This day is salvation come to this house. 
I came to earth on purpose to seek and to save that which was 
lost." The Saviour knew that a man who was willing to do as 
much as this to undo his wrono; actions had started in the rio-ht 
direction. He was saved, for he would l3e a better man forever 
after this. 

But even though he had done Zaccheus so much good, and had 
made an hone.st man of liim, the people were displeased to think 
that Jesus should be friendly with a publican. Did he not claim 
to he their king? Was he not even now on the way to Jerusa- 
lem, where he would set up his throne ? That is what they 
thouglit and what they hoped. 

Knowing their thoughts, Jesus told them this parable. A cer- 
tain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a. 
kingdom ; then, after he had been made king, he expected to 
return. Before he left home he called to him his ten servants 
and gave to each of them the same amount of money, saj'ing, 
"Make the best use you can of it until I come back." 

Now his people did not like this nol;)leman. and sent this mes- 
sage to the far country. •' We will not have this man rule over 
us." No attention was paid to the message. The noljleman re- 
ceived his kingdom and returned. 

Again he called his servants, to whom he had given the money, 
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that he might find out what eacli one had been doing. The first 
man came gladly, for he had done his best with the money that 
had been given him. He passed it to his master, saying, " Lord, 
here is your money, and ten times as much more as yoTi gave 
me." To him the nobleman said : " Well done, good and faithful 
servant. Because you have been faithful over a very little, yuu 
shall now be rulei- over ten cities." 

The second man, too, was glad to come, for he had done his 
best. He said, " Lord, 
here is five times as 
much as you gave me." 
The nobleman praised 
him also, and said, 
" Well done, you shall 
be ruler over five cities." 

The next man came 
unwillingly, for he had 
done nothing with his 
master's money. He 
hung his head in shame, 
as he said : "Lord, here 
is your money which I 
have kept laid away in 
a napkin. I was afraid 
of you, for I know how 
strict you are, and how 
much you expect every 
one to do." 

" If you knew that 
I expected a great deal," said the nobleman, "why did you not 
try to make my money earn all it could, so that, when I came 
back, I could have received all that belonged to me ? " Then he 
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said to those that stood Ijy, " Take all that tlie man has away 
from him, and give it to tlie one who lias been the most faithful." 

In this parable the Christ himself is the nobleman, and heaven 
is the far-away country. Those to whom he was talking were the 
servants, and so are we, for the Christ has not j'et come back 
from the far-away country. We must make the best use of 
everything he has given ns if we want to hear him say to us, 
'• Well done, good and faithful servant." 

After the rest at Jericho the travellers were ready to climb the 
long hill that lay between them and Jerusalem. It took five or 
six hours to do this, and they gave themselves time enough to 
finish their journey before sunset, for it was Friday, and at simset 
the Jewish tSabljath began. 

Bethany was between Jericho and Jerusalem, and when they 
came to this little village Jesus and his disciples, leaving the rest 
of the party, went to the home where he was always welcome, 
the home of Martha and Mary. Tliere he quietly spent his 
Sabbath day, happy in knowing that he was among friends that 
loved him. 

The Passover did not begin until the next Thursday at sunset, 
but many Jews from the country had already arrived at Jerusalem, 
and were asking each other, " Do you think Jesus will come to 
the feast ? " They may have been answered by some of those 
who travelled part of the way with Jesus, who told them that he 
was even then at Bethany. 
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SATUKDAY 

On the evening of Saturday, for the Sabhath was over at sun- 
set, his friends at Bethany made a feast for him. As Martha 
was doing the woi'k. and Mary and Lazarus were both there, we 
think it was probably 
in tlieir home. 

A great many of the 
Jews Irad come to this 
feast for two reasons : 
The}' wanted to see 
Lazarus, who liad been 
brought back to life ; 
and they wanted to see 
Jesus, who could do so 
great a miracle. 

As the guests sat at 
the table, a delicious 
perfume began to fill 
the air, and looking at 
Jesus they saw what 
had made it. Mary had 
taken a beautiful box 
wdiich held a pound of 
very costly ointment, 
had broken this box and poured the ointment on the head and feet 
of Jesus, and was then wiping his feet with her long hair. 

Ever since the apostles had gone about with their Master they 
had lived like one family. All tlie money was kept in one bag, 
and was used to pay the bills for any or all of tlieni. Judas was 
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the apostle who took care of the money bag, and he was now the 
one who spoke hrst. 

He felt angry, and said, '' Why is this ointment being wasted? 
Why was it not sold and the money given to the poor ? " He 
said this, not because he cared for the poor, but because he was 
a thief, and if the money had gone into the bag, he could have 
had part of it for himself. 

Jesus said to Judas : " Let her alone ; why do you trouble 
the woman ? You will have the poor with you always, but you 
will not always have me. She has done well. What she has 
done will be told in memory of her wherever people learn about 
me. 

SUNDAY 

Early on the morning of our Sunday a company of people 
took palm branches in their hands and Avent out of the city to 
meet Jesus. At Bethany, too, a crowd had gathered to see the 
one whose name was on everj' one's lips. For all those Jews who 
were at the o-rave of Lazarus when the Master broutidit him back 
to life had often told the story of what they had seen. 

Jesus sent two of his disciples ahead to another village, say- 
ing : " When you get to a certain place you will find a colt tied 
by the door in a place where two roads meet ; a colt on which no 
man has ever sat. Untie him and bring him to me. If any man 
asks you why you are doing this, you must say, ' The Lord needs 
him,' and then the man will let him go." 

The disciples went as he told them, found the colt tied by the 
door, and untied him. A man who stood by said, " Why- are 
you letting the colt loose ? " The disciples answered, '' The Lord 
needs him." The owner said no more, and the friends of Jesus 
took the colt to their Master. After they had thrown their coats 
on its back to make the softest saddle they could for him, Jesus 
sat on the colt and rode to Jerusalem. 
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He was followed by the people avIio had l:)een waiting for 
him at Bethany and by the large company who had come from 
all the towns of Galilee and Judea to the Passover feast. It 
seemed as if his followers were enough to protect him from the 
Avicked plan of the Jews. Once again there were thousands of 
people who were ready 
to own him as their king 
and to crown him. 

How proud these 
men were to be in his 
company ! One tried to 



do more than another to 
honor him ! Some threw 
down their clothing to 
make a soft carpet on 
which he might ride ; 
others cut down branches 
of jDalra trees and car- 
peted the road with 
them. 

When the great com- 
pany came to the foot 
of the Mount of Olives 
both those that went 
before and those who 
followed after waved their branches, and with a loud voice sang 
praise to God for all the mighty works they had seen. And this 
was their song : " Hosanna to the Son of David ! Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord ! Hosanna in the highest ! " 

They soon reached the top of the mountain, and Jerusalem 
was in full sight. Every Jew loved Jerusalem, and Je.sus loved 
it dearly, even though he had never been Avell ti-eated there. 
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Nuw, as lie looked at the city, and thouglat what he could 
have done to save it, he felt so sad that he cried . " Jerusalem, 
if you had oidy kn(j\vn what was best for you ! But it is too late. 
The day is eouiiug when you and your children shall he destroyed, 
and tlicre will not be one stone left upon another." 

This really cauie true in less than fifty years after the ilea,th 
of the Christ. The li(.iuKins marched against the city, tore down 




Christ weeping over Jerusalem 



the walls, killed men, women, and children, and left nothing; but 
ruins heliind tliem. 

The procession moved on through the gates into the city. 
Tliough the i)eo})le of Jerusalem I'.xpected t(.i see a great UKiny 
strangers there during Passover week, they wondered wliat it 
meant to have this great army march through the citv. doing 
honor to a- man wlio was iioorlv dressed, and sittinu' on a. little 
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imtrained colt. 

The whole citv was inteivsted, and askcl, "Who is this?" 
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Tlie crowds witli Jesus answered, •' Tliis is Jesus, the prophet 
of Nazareth in Galilee." 

Now the rulers of the Jews were trouljled when they saw and 
heard all these things. They were afraid it would be impossible 
fur them to carry out their plans, if so many people had become 
the friends of Jesus. Some of them called out, " Master, tell 
your disciples to stop their shouting." But he answered. " If 
these should keep ciuiet, the very stones of the city would cry 
out." 

When the crowd arrived at the temple they separated, for not 
all were clean and ready to go into the tem])le. Jesus went in, 
and stayed there until evening, when, with the twelve, he went 
back to Bethany to spend the night. 

MONDAY 

Monday morning, on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus saw, a little 
way from the roadside, a fig tree. It seemed to be a strong, 
healthy tree, and he hoped to find some fruit on it, for he was 
hungry. But when he came to it he found nothing but leaves. 
Jesus said to it, " No man shall ever eat fruit from this tree 
again," and passed on. 

His heart was sad as he entered the temple, for there in the 
court of the Gentiles he saw the same sights that had troubled 
him three years before. Money-changei's were doing their work, 
and men were buying and selling cattle. He would not allow 
theui to carry on their business Avhile he was there, and drove 
them out again as he had before. As they saw how quickly he 
was obeyed, the scribes and Pharisees looked on in wonder and 
hatred. But they did not dare to touch him, so many of the 
people had become his friends. 

All day long Jesus worked in the temple. The lame and the 
blind came to him and were healed; hundreds of people crowded 
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about him to hear his words. When the chihh-eii who had seen 
the procession the day befori', and liad learned the song of the 
crowds, saw Jesus in the temple, the}' began to shout the same 
words, •• Hosann;i to the son of David." The priests and scribes 
did not like this, aiid said to Jesus, '-Do you hear what these 
children are saying ? " Jesus answered, '• Yes ; havQ j-ou not 
read that from little children often comes the most perfect 
praise ? " 

TUESDAY 

Monday night was spent in Bethany again. On Tuesday 
morning, as they went again to Jerusalem, the disciples noticed 
that the fig tree they had passed the day before was dried up from 
the roots and withered away. Peter said, " Master, see how 
quickly this fig tree has withered away." 

Jesus said, " If you have faith in God, you can do greater 
things than that." But he did not want them to think that they 
could ask God to destroy anything because they did not like it ; 
so he told them when they prayed to be siu'e and forgive all who 
had done them wrong, that the Father in heaven might forgive 
them. " But if you do not forgive, your Father in heaven will 
not forgive you." 

As soon as they came to Jerusalem, Jesus went into the 
temple. As he was walking through the coi^rts some of the 
Jews came to him, and asked, "What right have you to come 
here and do these things, and who gave you the right?" They 
meant such things as cleansing the temple and teaching there. 

Jesus said : " You answer my question, and I will answer 
yours. Was the baptism of John from heaven or of men." This 
means, was John really a prophet of God, or did he pretend to be 
one when he was not. 

The Pharisees did not know how to answer the question. 
" For," thought they, " if we say he was from heaven, he will 
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say, ' Why, then, did you not believe liim '.' ' But if we say he 
was from men, we fear the people, for every one thinks that John 
was surely a prophet." And so they answered, "We cannot tell." 
Jesus said : '• Neither will I tell you who gave me the right to do 
these things. 

" A certain man had 
two sons, and he said to 
the first, ' Go, work to- 
day in my vineyard.' 
The son answered, 'I 
will not,' but afterward 
he repented and went. 
The father went to the 
second son and said, 
' Go work to-day in my 
vineyard.' This son an- 
swered, ' I am going, 
sir,' but he did not go. 
Now which of those 
sons best pleased the 
father?" They an- 
swered, " The first." 

Jesus said : " The 
publicans and sinners 
are like that son, and 

they will enter the kingdom of heaven before you do. For John 
came to tell you what you needed to do, and you did not believe 
him and do it. The publicans and sinners did believe him ; you 
did not repent, but they repented." 

Then he told them another parable. There was a certain 
man who planted a vineyard and put a hedge or fence around it. 
Then he made a place where the grapes could be made into wine. 
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and built a tower where the workmen could stay to guard it. 
Everything was done to make it safe, and to make the work 
easy. He then rented it to men who were to take care of it, and 
went into a far country. 

When it was time for the fruit to be ready he sent his servants 
to get what belono-ed to him. But these men who had rented the 
vineyard had not worked, and they had no fruit to give. They 
took the servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
The owner sent other servants to look after things, and they were 
treated just as badly. 

Last of all he sent his son, saying, " Surely they will respect 
my son." But when these men saw the son coming thej" said 
amontr themselves: "Here is the son, who will sometime own this 
vineyard. Let us kill him and take it for ourselves." And they 
caught the son and killed him, and threw his body out of the 
vineyard. 

"What," said Jesus, "will the owner of the vineyard do to 
these wicked men ? " The scribes answered, "' He will destroy 
them, and rent his vineyard to other men who will do better." 
Jesus said, " That is what God will do to you, for lie is the Lord 
of the vineyard, and you are his servants, wlio are planning to 
kill his Son." 

He spoke another parable about a king who made a feast 
when his son was married, and invited a o-reat nianv a'uests. 
When the dinner was ready he sent his servants to tell those who 
were invited to come to the feast, ])ut the}' Avould not come. He 
sent still other servants to tell them that everything was ready, 
and it was time f(.)r them to be there. But the guests paid no 
attention. One went to his farm and another to his shop; by 
some the servants were verj- roughly treated, and at last were 
killed. 

The king heard of it and was so angry that he sent his armies- 
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to kill the murderers, and burn their city. Then he said to 
other servants : " The wedding feast is ready, but the guests 
who were invited were not worthy to eat it. Go out into the 
streets and call in every one you meet." 

This the servants did, bringing in the good and the bad. At 
the door every one was 
given a robe which he 
was asked to wear at 
the feast. 

When the king went 
in to see the guests he 
found one man wbo 
would not take the robe 
that was offered him, 
and was there in his old 
clothes. The king said, 
" Friend, how did you 
come here without a 
wedding robe ? " The 
man said nothing, for 
he had no excuse. 
Then said the king to 
his servants, " Tie him 
hand and foot, and 
take him away and 
punish him." 

The scribes and Pharisees knew that in all these parables 
Jesus meant to show them how unworthy they were. They 
could hardly keep their hands off of him, but they were afraid to 
touch him when he was among so many friends. They went out 
to think up some questions they might ask which would lead him 
into trouble, however he answered them. 
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Before long they sent some men to liim who pretended to l;»e 
very friendly, and said: '-piaster, we know that you are truly 

good, and will answer every 
question in the way that 
j^leases God, whether it 
pleases men or not. So 
we want to ask you this 
(question : ''Is it right to 
pay taxes to the Roman 
Emperor, or not ? Shall 
we pay them, or shall Ave 
not?" 

They spoke kindly, but 
Jesus was not deceived. He 
knew that, though they 
seemed so friendh', their 
hearts were full of hatred. 
He knew also why they 
asked that question. They 
did not see how he could 
answer it without making 
enemies. If he said •' No, 
do not pay the taxes," they could give him to the Romans to be 
punished. If he said " Yes, you ought to pay them," he would 
displease most of the Jews, who hated to paj the tax, and who 
thougiit they would never have to pay it after their king came. 

Jesus said : " Why do you tempt me ? Bring me a penny." 
Then, after they had given him one, he asked, " Whose face and 
title are these on the penny ? " They said, " Caesar's." Then 
.said Jesus, " Give to Cgesar the things that are Caesar's, and to 
God the things that are God's." 

After this wise answer they left him, and went away, trying 
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to think of some other question to aslv. They tried one after 
anotlier, but liis answers were all given in such a Avay that they 
could hnd no fault in theui. It seems strauye to us that the 
very ones who were looking so eagerly for their king should be 
so unwilling to accept him when he came. But they forgot that 
their king was to be poor and humble ; they thought of him only 
as a great soldier. 

It was only a little earlier, on this same day, that he reminded 
them of an old story that they all knew. When Solomon was 
building the great temple, the workmen came upon one stone 
of so queer a shape that, after trying it in a good many places, 
they decided that it was a mistake, and threw it a^vay. But 
Avhen the great work was almost done, the most important stone 
was missing. After long hunting they f(jund the one that they 
had thrown away, tried it, and found that it fitted ! They knew 
what he meant. They had treated him as worthless, but they 
would find that he was the Christ, the Son of God, and their 
great Judge. 

When he was asked, " What is the greatest commandment 
of all ? " Jesus answered : " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
And the second is like it : Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself." This was a wonderful answer, for if we do these things 
we shall never break one of the commandments. If we love God 
with all our heart we will never want to worship idols, or take 
his name in vain, or break his Sabbath. And if we love all 
those around us as well as we do ourselves, we will never want to 
do anything to hurt them or even to make them uncomfortable. 

Then he turned to the Pharisees and asked them this ques- 
tion : " What do you think of the Christ ? Who is he ? " They 
answered, " The son of David." " How can he be," said Jesus, 
"for David called him his Lord." No one was able to answer 
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liini ii word, nor did an}- one dare to ask liini any more ques- 
tions. 

Jesus turned to his disciples and to the people who crowded 
abont him, and said : '' The scribes and the Pliarisees teach you 
the law of ^Nloses, and that you must follow ; Ijut do not follow 
their actions. They teach, but do not themselves do as tliey 
teach ; they lay heavy burdens on other men's shoulders, hut 
they themselves wall not carry them ; they do all their deeds to 
be seen by men." 

Then he told these wicked scribes and Pharisees what he 
knew aljout them; that, instead of being good teachers for the 
people, they did them harm ; that, though they made a great 
show of loving God, their hearts were very wicked. Jesus was 
always loving and kind even to wicked people, if they were sorry 
for their sins, and were ready to try to do better ; but he spc )ke 
very hard words to these hypocrites, words that they could nf\er 
forget, words that have shown all the people in the world who 
have read this stor^- how deceitful these men were. And how 
angry it made them ! 

The fact that they were angry shows that they were not soiay 
for their sins, for if tlK\y had been willing to become l)etter men 
they would have l.)een grateful to the Saviour for showing them 
that they needed forgiveness, and for showing them the Avav to 
receive it. Their anger would ha^'e left them, as the}' thought 
over their lives, and they would have come to Jesus to he for- 
given, and would not have tried to kill him for telling them the 
truth. Some one said once that when two persons were disputing 
he could tell wliich was wrong liy seeing whicli one became angry 
iirst ; and it is certainly so very often. 

Jesus then went out of tlie temple. As he passed through 
the Com-t of the ^A^onlen, he saw the people putting gifts of 
money into the ))o.\es which were kept there for that use. Every 
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one was expected to give as much as he could, and there were 
many who were aljle to put in a good hirge sum. 

But as Jesus passed the box a verj' poor woman put in two 
mites. We ha^-e no money as small as a mite ; the two mites 
were only about half a 
cent, which was a very 
small gift. But Jesus said 
to his disciples : " Truly 
this poor Avidow has done 
UKjre than any one else 
here ; foi' tliough the rich 
have given more money 
than she has, they still 
have plenty left, while she 
has given all she had." 

Tliis teaches us that 
if we give away only what 
we do not need ourselves, 
it is not being really gen- 
erous, and the Lord will 
not be so greatly pleased 
with our gift. It is the 
giving until we have to go 
without something we would like to have, or the giving away 
something we would like to keep, that makes us really generous. 
And it is this kind of giving that our Saviour loves, and rewards 
with his blessing. 

A great many people think that those Avho give great sums 
of money should be thanked and praised, but that those wlio only 
give a little bit are not worthy of praise. But it is not the large- 
ness of tlie gift, Ijut the love that prompts it, that should be meas- 
ured. Even a child can give a gift with a great deal of love in it. 
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During tlic day, Philip and Andrew canie in to ask their 
Master if he wouhl talk with some (jreeks who were waiting in 
the (Jourt of tlie Gentiles. Of course, these Greeks were not 
allowed to go into the court where Jesus was teaching, and so he 
gladly went out to them. The Bible does not tell us what they 

said to him, but tlie an- 
swer that he ga\i' them 
makes us think that, 
perha])s, knowing the 
wicked plan of the 
Jews, they invited 
Jesus to go to their 
country, where lie could 
do his work and be safe. 
Jesus might have 
done this, and have 
saved his life, but lie 
did not. lie said to 
these Greeks : '' Unless 
a grain of wheat falls 
into the ground and 
dies, it does little gxjod ; 
but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit. lie that 
loves his life shall lose 
it; but he that loses 
his life in this world shall have the life that is everlasting. What 
shall 1 say? Shall 1 ask my Father to save me from this troid)le? 
No, 1 came to this earth for the |)urpose of saving the people, and 
if my deatli will make them believe that T am the Son of God and 
that what 1 liav(_'. tried to teac^h them is true, I am willing ttj die." 



Greeks seeking Jesus 
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Father, glorify th}' name. 



He stopped 
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speaking. What was that sound that every one heard ? Some 
said that it thundered ; others, that an angel had spoken to Jesus. 
But some of his dearest friends, who stood near him, heard a 
voice from heaven say, '' I have botli glorified it, and will glorify 
it aii-ain." 

Do you remember that when he was baptized a voice from 
heaven said, '' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am \vell 
pleased " ? And do you remember that other time, when he was 
on the monntain top with Peter, James, and John, that the voice 
said, '■' This is my beloved Son, hear ye him " ? It was this voice 
which spoke now for the third tiuie. Jesus said to those that 
heard it, " This voice came, not because of me, but for your own. 
sakes, that je might believe." 

Though they had just heard this proof that Jesus was the Son 
of God, many of the Jews would not yet believe him. Some of 
the rulers did believe in their hearts that he was the Christ, but 
they were afraid to say so, for fear that the Sanhedrin, the great 
council, would put them out of the synagogue. They loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of God, and they were afraid 
that they wonld lose some of the honor that the common people 
had been paying them, if they should join this poor, humble man 
from the little town of Nazareth, and his fisherman disciples. 

x4.s Jesus and his disciples went tlirough the temple gate on 
their way out this afternoon, the disciples, looking back with 
pride, said, " Master, see what beautiful stones these are, and 
what great buildings ! " The Master said, " Yes, they are l^eantiful 
buildings, but the time is coming when there shall not be left one 
stone upon another." 

The disciples said no more at the time, but as they sat down 
to rest on the way to Bethany, they asked, " Master, when are 
these things you spoke of coming?" He did not tell them the 
exact tiuie, but he said that before that happened there ^vould be 
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great trouble in the land. They, his friends, would be badly 
treated and put into prison, and some even killed. It would be 
hard to lie his followers, and soiiu_' would give up trying, so that 
they might have an easier life. Ihit he told them that it they 

would always try to 
follow him, no mattei 
how hard it was, they 
should be saved at last. 
He told them to be 
always ready, for they 
did not know when 
their Lord would call 
for them. He said nuich 
that we cannot yet un- 
derstand ; Ijut there is 
enough for us to know 
what he wishes us to do 
while we are waiting 
for his coming. 

He told them that 
if a man left his house 
in charge of his ser- 
vants, and went away, 
Watching wdtliout sayiug when he 

would come back, the 
servants, if tliey were faithful, would be always ready, and always 
on the watch for their master. 

So. in just the sa.me wav. our Master has left us, and a;iven us 
some work to do. We nuist be careful to do the work, and to be 
on the watch for liis coming, if we are faithful servants. But he 
says in another jilace, that it would not ]ilease the master to find 
that his sei'va-uts had stopped their work, and had been always 
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wondering' and ^ 
careful to do oiu' 



u'uessiiig when be would 
^vo^k, while we are 



standing at the duor, 
come. So we must be 
waiting. 

He told several other parables that would make them always 
remember the lesson. One was about ten virgins, or young 
women, who went out to meet a bridegroom. It was the custom 
at a Jewish wedding for the groom (tlie man who was to be mar- 
ried) to go with some 
of his friend.s to meet 
the bride at her home, 
where she was dressed 
in her wedding clothes, 
waiting for him. 

Then the young 
friends ijf both the bride 
and the groom, with 
torches and music, went 
with them to their new 
home. After all the 
wedding party had gone 
into the house, the 
doors were shut, and 
no one else could get in. 
Then the marriage took 
place, and the feast that 
followed lasted for many 
days. 

Five of the ten vir- 
gins in the parable Avere wise, for, not knowing how long they 
would have to wait for the l^ridegroom, they filled their lamps, 
and took some extra oil with them, for fear the lamps should 
burn out. The other five took only the oil that was in their lamps. 




The Ten Virgins 
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Tliey had to wait so long for tlie groom that every one of the 
ten virgins fell asleep. At midnight they were aroused by hearing 
some one call out, "The bridegroom is coming." Up they 
jumped, and looked to see if the lamps were all right. No, they 
had ifone out. As the wise maidens took the extra oil and filled 
their lamps, the other five said, "Give us some of your oil." But 
the wise ones answered : " No, we cannot do it. There is not 
enough for us and for you too. Go to those who sell oil, and buy 
some for yourselves." 

So the foolish virgins, who had not been careful to see that 
they had enough oil, went to those who sold, bought more, and 
filled their lamps. But before they were back at the house the 
bridegroom came. All those who were ready went with him and 
the bride, in the gay pr(jcession, to liis house. Then the iloor 
was shut. 

When the foolish maidens had filled their lamps, they, too, 
went to the bridegroom's house. But they were too late. They 
knocked on the door, l)ut no one would l(:;t them in, and they 
must go sadly away. 

In this parable Jesus is the bridegroom, we are the friends wIkj 
are waiting for his comin<>;. Love for him is the oil which we 
must burn in our hearts, which are the lamps. If we have not 
enough of this love to keep our hearts as bright as they should be 
until our Savioiu' is ready for us, we cannot enter his home to Ije 
with him. 

We do not know when lie will come, and we miTst be careful 
and watchful so that we may be ready. There will not be time 
to get ready after we know he is coming. AVe cannot borrow 
the oil of love from those around us, for, no matter how kind 
and loving our friends are, they are not so loving as our Saviour 
was, and, even if they were, they could not help us be loving if 
we were not willing to try ourselves all the time. 
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Another parable that he spoke "was very much Uke the one of 
the man who went into a far country and left his money for his 
servants to take care of. But in this case the servants did not 
all have the same amount of money, as they did in the other 
story. One had five 
talents (a talent is a 
Aery large sum of 
money) ; an(jther had 
two ; and a third had 
only one. 

But the servants did 
the same with this 
money. The one who 
had the five talents did 
business with it, and 
gained a great deal more 
money with it. The 
(jne who had the two 
tried as hard, and really 
did as well as tJie 
other, though the 
amount of money he 
gained was less. 

But the third one 
in this story, as in the 

other, did not try at all. He said he was afraid of his master, 
and so had hidden the money in the ground, where he could find 
U and return it when the master came home. And then he gave 
him back just the same money that he had recei^'ed. 

The lesson, too. was the same as in the other story. Though 
we cannot all do the same kind or amount of work, there is some- 
thing for every one to do, and he must do tlie best he can. 
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x\.n(.)tl]er jiarable was about the time when we shall all have 
finished our A\-ork on earth, and shall stand before our Father 

in heaven, to hear 
whether he thinks that 
work has been good or 
bad. He called the 
Father the King who, 
when his servants came 
before him, separated 
them, putting some on 
his right hand and some 
on his left. 

To those on the 

right hand he said : 

" Come, yon Ijlessed, 

if into the home which 

.;: ".■■ has l)een prepared for 

, ■ A- 3-011 ; for I was hungrj- 

and YOU fed me ; I was 

thirsty and you gave 

^^ ■ me drink ; 1 was a 

Our Judge stranger and you took 

me in ; I was naked 
and you clothed me ; I Avas sick and you visited me ; I was in 
prison and you came to see me." 

Then said those on the right hand: "Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and fed you ; or thirsty and gave you drink ? "\Ylien 
did we see you a stranger and took you in ? or naked and clothed 
you ? Or when did we see you sick or in prison, and visited 
you '.' " 

The King answered, '• Because you have done these things 
for nn' children on the cartfi \ou have done them for me." 
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Then turning to those on his left hand, the Kmg said : " You 
cannot stay here with nie, for I was hungry and you did not feed 
me ; I was thirsty and you gave me no drink ; I was a stranger 
and you did not help me ; naked and you did not clothe me ; 
sick and in prison, but you did not visit me." 

Then these people answered the King, saying : " Lord, when 
did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick in 
prison, and did not try to help you ? " And the King answered, 




The Conspiracy against Jesus 

" Because you did not do these things for my children on earth 
you did not do it for me." 

After he had finished this long talk with his disciples Jesus 
said to them, " There are only two days now before the Passover 
feast, when I shall be taken away from you." It was with sad 
hearts that they went back to Bethany that night. 

And now we come to a very sad part of the history. One of 
Jesus' own disciples, Judas Iscariot, decided to give him up to 
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the people who hated him so, if only lie could get some money 
for doing it. He had the purse and carried all the money, and 
loved it more than he loved his Master. 

There was a meeting of the Pharisees that same evening, 
Tuesday. They were very angry, and were planning what the\- 
could do with this Jesus, who dared to talk to them as he did in 
the temple that day. They were still determined to kill him, Init 
the}- did not know how to do it. for he seemed to have so man}' 
friends. 

They had just decided that it must be done secretly, and not 
until the feast was over, and the people from the country had 
gone home (for they were the ones who would defend him), when 
Judas came before them, and asked tliem, " How much will you 
give me if I tell you where you can find Jesus ? " They were 
glad to make any kind of a bargain with him, for they knew that 
he would show them a place where they could find Jesus alone, 
without any of his friends near him. So they offered Judas thirty 
pieces of silver, or about seventeen dollars. Judas agreed to do 
it for that sum of money, and left them. From that time he 
watched for a chance to sell his Lord. 



THUESDAT 

We do not know what Jesus did on Wednesday. The Bil^le 
says that he went every morning to the temple, and taught all 
day, and perhaps he did the same this day. But nothing is told 
of what he taught, or of anything that happened. A good many 
whc) have studied about it think that this Wednesday was an 
exception, and that he spent it quietly at Bethany with those 
who loved him so. We hope so, for it Avas his last quiet day. 

Thursday was the last day of the Passover feast, and in the 
evening the Passover lamb was eaten. Every Jewish family had 
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a lamb this day, Avliich the father took to the temple. There it 
was killed, and the priest burned the fat upon the altar. The 
father then took the rest of the lamb home, where it was roasted 
and eaten with bitter herbs. If a family was too small or too 
poor to eat a whole lamb, two or three families ate one together. 

We have seen l^efore that Jesus and his twelve disciples 
formed a sort of family, and they were to eat the Passover 
together at this time. So on Thursday niorning Jesus said to 
Peter and John, " Go to Jerusalem and prepare the Passover 
that we may eat it." The disciples said, " Where shall we go?" 
for they knew of no place where they would be welcome. 

Jesus answered : '• AVhen you come to the city you will meet 
a servant carrying a pitcher of water. Follow him into the 
house where he enters, and say to the master of the house, ' The 
Master wants your guest chamber for a place where he can eat 
the Passover with his disciples.' He will show you a large upper 
room, furnished Avith tables and couches. Use that room, and 
make the supper ready." 

Tlie two disciples w^ent to the city and found everything as 
the Master had said, and prepared the Passover supper. When 
evening came Jesus and the other disciples joined them. There 
seems to have been a little trouble about choosing their seats, and 
deciding who should have the seat of honor ; for they did not 
yet know the lesson their Master had tried so often to teach them. 
He taught them this lesson once again, in a way that they never 
forgot. 

Not only was there trouble about the seats, but no one was 
willing to take the part of the servant, and wash the dusty feet 
before they began to eat. We hav^e seen that this was one of the 
things that should be done, because the people then did not wear 
shoes and stockings as we do now, but only sandals, fastened on 
their bare feet. A walk of several miles over the dusty roads 
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would make tliem very uncomfortaljle, and if they had had a ser- 
vant, une uf the first thintjs he would ha^'e done for them would 
have been to wash their feet. 

Jesus waited until they were all seated, and it was certain 
that no one Avas willing to do this servant's work. Then, rising 
from the table, he took off his outer garment, got a basin of 
water, and began to wash their feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel Avhich he had put around his waist in the way the servants 
did. 

The disciples must have been very much surprised and 

ashamed to see their 
Master doing the work, 
but no one seems to 
have said anything un- 
til it came Peter's turn 
to be washed. Perhaps 
they were too much 
ashamed to speak. But 
Peter said, "• Lord, why 
do you wash my feet ? " 
His Master said, " You 
do not know now why 
I do it, but you Avill 
know some time." 

Peter was not will- 
ing to let it be done, 
and said, '• You shall 
never wash my feet." 
Then Jesus said, '• If 

Jesus washing the Feet of the Disciples x i , i 1 1 

1 do not wasli them you 
cannot love me, for my friends are willing to obe}^ me." 

Now Peter did love his Lord dearly, and, though it was not 
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right for him to hold back, even if he could not bear to have 
his Master do for him the work oi: a servant, yet he did so because 
of his love and respect for JesiTs. So, if being washed by his- 
Master showed that he truly loved him, he was more than willing 
that it should be done, and he said, " Lord, wash not only my 
feet, but my head and my hands." Jesus understood Peter. He 
knew that this disciple loved him, and was trying hard to be like 
his Master, loving and pure ; so he said, " He that is clean needs 
only to have his feet washed ; and most of you, my disciples, are 
clean, but not all." Judas was with them, and Jesus knew of 
tlie bargain he had made with the Jews ; that is why he said, 
" You are not all clean." 

After he had washed the feet of the twelve, Jesus put on his 
robe again, and sat down, saying : " Do you know what I have 
done to you ? You call me your Master and your Lord, and that 
is right. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
you ought to be willing to wash one another's feet ; for I have 
given you an example, that you should do to others as you would 
have them do to you. The servant is not greater than his mas- 
ter ; you will be happy when you have learned this lesson." 

The lesson was, not that every one must wash the feet of 
others, for that is not the custom now, as it was then ; but that 
we must be ready to do anything to help our friends, even the 
humblest, most disagreeable services. 

The time was now drawing near when the Saviour of the 
world must give up his life for the people. He looked troubled 
and sad as he said, " One of you is going to betray me." To 
betray means to give some one up to his enemies. AVas it not 
too bad that one of those men whom Jesus had most taught and 
loved should turn out to be so wicked ? 

The disciples looked at one another, wondering who it could 
be : first one and then another asked Jesus, " Lord, is it I ? " 
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Judas was one of tliuse who asked this question, but probably 
the rest of the disciples did not hear the answer, for Petei' 
motioned to John who was lying close to Jesus, with his head 
on the Master's Ijreast, to ask him who would do so dreadful a 
tliinn'. 

Tlien John asked, "Who is it. Lord?" Jesus answered, "It 
is the one to whom I shall give a sop, after I have dipped it." 
Dipi)ing the sop was another Jewish custom. On the table there 
Avas one large dish of food, and usually each one at the table put 
his fingers into this dish and took from it wha.t he wanted. But 
sometimes one persori would dip a piece of bread into the dish 

and then pass the bread, 
and what came out with 
it, to some one else ; that 
was the sop, and that is 
Avhat Jesus now passed 
to Judas. As he gave 
it to him he said, 
" What you are going 
to do, do quickly." 

The other uien at 
the table did not know 
what their Master meant. 
Some of theni thought 
that because Judas car- 
ried the money-bag he 
had l)een sent out to buy 
something for the feast, 
or to give something to 
the poor. But Judas 
knew what Jesus meant, 
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It was now dark nitrht. 
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After Judas liad gone out, and only those were left who truly 
loved the Master, came what we usually call "The Last Supper." 
Jesus took some t)f the bread 
that was on the table, and 
after he had thanked God 
for giving it to them, he 
broke it in pieces and gave 
it to his disciples, saying, 
"• Take this and eat it ; for it 
stands for my body, which 
will be broken for you." 
Then he took a cup of 
wine, and after a^-ain kav- 
ing thanks, passed the cup 
to his disciples, saying, 
^' Drink ye every one of this; 
for it stands for my bkjod, 
whicli is shed to wash away 
your sins." 

From that time until 
now, in the church service, 
people eat the bread and 
■drink the wine in memory 
of their Lord's death. We 
•call it the Communion Service, or the Lord's Supper. 

After this Jesus and his disciples sang a hynm. We can 
know what this hymn probably was, for the Jews always sang 
■certain Psalms after they had finished eating the Passover, and 
those were probably what were sung now. They were Psalms 
11')-] 18, and you can rend them yourselves in your own Bibles. 

After singing the hymn they left the house and went to the 
foot of the Mount of Olives, where there was a garden where 
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Jesus had uften been before. As they went along the Master 
talked to bis disciples, and said some of the words that have Ijeen 
the most precious to all who love him. He began by telling 
them that his death was to come very soon. 

'■ Little children," he said, '' I shall be with you only a little 
while longer. I am going where you cannot follow nre now; but 
sometime you will come to be with me. There is one thing that 
1 want you to be sure and remember, and that is, to love one 
another as I have loved you. If you do that, every one will know 
that you have learned from me." 

Peter said : " Lord, where are you going ? Why cannot we 
follow you now ? " His Master answered sadly, " This very 
night you and all the rest of my friends will leave me and will 
be ashamed to own that you ever knew me." Peter then said, in 
his quick way : " No, Lord, though every one else should be 
ashamed of you, I will not be ashamed. I am ready to go to 
prison, or I will die to save you." 

His Lord knew him better than he did himself, and said : 
■' You will die to save me, Peter ? I tell you that before the cock 
crows in the morning you will deny me three times ; you will say 
that you are not my friend, and never knew me." Peter could 
not believe that it would be so, and said earnestly, '' Though I 
should die with you, I will not deny you." All the rest of the 
apostles said the same thing. 

But we shall see that their Master knew them best, after all. 

Jesus tried to comfort his friends, for they were all feeling 
very sad. " Let not your hearts be troubled," said he ; •• you 
believe in God, believe also in me. T am going to my Father's 
liouse, and there is room there for jow, too. I will go and pre- 
])are a place for you, and then I will come again and take you 
with me, that where I am, there you will be also. I am the way, 
the truth, and the life. No man can come to the Father unless 
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he loves me, and comes in that way. He that learns what I have 
taught, a,nd keeps my commandments, is the one that loves me ; 
and lie that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will 
love him. 

•" I am the vine, you are the Ijranches ; unless the branches 
cling to the vine and draw their life from it, they cannot bear 
fruit ; neither can you 
do good works unless 
you cling to me. Re- 
member my command, 
that 3'ou love one an- 
other. The world will 
not love you, for the 
same reason that they 
have not loved me. 
They will put you out 
of the synagogue; they 
will put you in prison ; 
they will even kill you, 
because you cling to me. 
But. when the time of 
trouble comes, remem- 
ber what I have told 
you, and remember that 
you are not suffering 
any more than your 
Master did before you. 

I shall not be here to help you ; I shall be with my Father ; but 
if you ask the Father to help you for my sake, he will do it." 

With these words and many more Jesus comforted his loved 
friends, and told them what to do after he had left them. Then, 
liftino- up his eyes to heaven, he prayed to the Father, and asked 
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him to keep these men pure ; to help them remember what he 
had taught them, and to give them the power to go into the world 
and teacli other men what they had learned. He prayed, too. for 
all who should afterward Ije led to love and trust him, through 
these his friends. When their earthly work was done, as his was 

now, he asked that they 
might also be taken to 
live with the Father in 
heaven. 

They had now 
reached the little gar- 
den near the foot of the 
Moimt of Olives, where 
the}- were going. This 
o-arden was called Geth- 
semane. Jesus had of- 
ten taken his disciples 
there, and he loved it 
dearly. When they had 
come into the garden, 
Jesus said to the dis- 
ciples, '' Sit here, while 
I pray." Then, taking 
Peter, James, and John, 
he went a little farther 
i ^ ' on, and said to them : 

'' My soul i-i very sorrowful. This trouljle seems more than I can 
bear ; stay here and watch." 

He went on still fartlier ahjne, and fell on the ground, praying : 
''0 Father, if it Ije possible, save nie from this great sorrow. 
Yet, not my will, but thine, be done." The three disciples heard 
this much of the ])rayer ; but when their Master returned to them 
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for comfort, he found them, not watchmg, but fast asleep. They 
were his three dearest friends, but even they were not ready to 
help him now, when he so much needed their help. He said to 
Peter : " Simon, could you not watch with me one hour ? Y(ju 
will need to watch and pray, or you will fall into temptation ;. 
}'ou want to do right, but you are very weak." 

Again he left them to pray for strength ; again they heard 
him say, " Father, if this trouble cannot pass from me, and I 
must bear it, thy will be done." He came to his disciples once 
more, and found them sleeping. 

For the third time he left them and prayed in the same words,, 
while they slept. When he came ])ack the third time, he said to 
them, ''Sleep on now, and take your rest; for the time is conje 
when the Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of sin- 
ners." 

But their sleep for that night was over ; and in sleeping when 
they should have stayed awake they had lost their last chance to 
help their Master. It seems as if we woidd have stayed awake 
with our Master, if we had been there with them. But we do not 
know what we would have done, and we must not blame them. 
They were very weary ; the hour was late; and they had spent a 
hard and sorrowful day. 



'/ 



A CHILD'S STORY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 



FRIDAY 



Not very long alter Jesus had returned to liis disciples for the 
third time, perhaps ^'ery soon, they heard him say, '' Rise, let us 
be gi-iing ; for lie that will betray me is near." They "were on 
their feet before he finished speaking, and at the same moment 
saw Judas coming toward them, and with him a crowd of men 

armed with swords and 
Y ,i- sticks, and carr\inti; 

torclies. 

Judas liad been busy 
since he had left his 
friends in the upper 
room. He saw them 
leave the house, and fol- 
lowed them until he was 
sure where they were 
ij-oino;. He knew the 
garden well, for he had 
often been there Avith 
his Master and the other 
disciples. 

As soon as he was 
sure that the}- were 
going to the phice he 
knew so well, he rushed 
to tell the priests and 
the Pharisees, that now was the time to seize Jesus, for there 
was no one with him but a few disciples. The Jews cpiickly 
gathered together a band of men, armed them with swords and 
lira-vy sticks, and ])ut Judas at the head of this company. Then 
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Judas led the men to the place where he had so often sat and 
listened to his Master's words. 

He had given the men this sign, " The man whom I kiss is 
the one you want; hold him fast." As they drew near, Je^us 
walked toward them, 
and Judas kissed him, 
saying, "Hail, Master." 
Jesus did not push him 
away ; he did not even 
speak unkindly to him ; 
but, looking with eyes 
full of sorrow and pity 
at the man he had 
chosen for his friend, the 
Master said, " Judas, 
betrayest thou the Son 
of man with a kiss ? " 

The disciples, who 
were now wide awake, 
saw that their Master 
was in danger. They 
had two swords among 
them, and Peter said, 
" Lord, shall we strike 
them with our swords?" Without waiting foi' an answer, he 
struck a servant of the High Priest, and cut off his ear. Jesus 
said : " Put up your sword into its place, Peter. Do you not know 
that I can, even now, pray to my Father, and he would give me 
a great army of angels ? But I must finish my work. I must 
die to save the world." And he touched the ear of the man and 
healed it. 

Then, turning to the armed men, he asked, " Whom seek 
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ye?" "Jesus of Nazaretli," the}' answered. "I am he," said 
the Saviour. The men were so astonished to have liim give him- 
self up without trying to defend liiniself or let his apostles defend 
him, that they fell baekward. 

Again the Saviour asked, " Whom seek ye '' " and again they 
answered, '• Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus said : '• I have told you 
already that I am he. If therefore you seek me, let these, my 

friends, go. V\\i\ did 
3'(_)U eome out as against 
a. thief, with swcuxls and 
eluljs ? I sat with you 
every day in the temple, 
and you did not lay a 
hand on me." 

The}' now ti « )k Ik )ld 
of Jesus, bound him, 
and led him away. 
Though all the dis- 
ciples had boasted that 
the}' would never leave 
their Master, every one 
of thom ran oft' and left 
him alone with these 
cruel men. 

They took him first 
to the house of Annas, 
the High Priest, and 
then to Caiaphas. his 
son-in-law, who was the one who really did the work of the High 
Priest at this time. He was the man who had said that it was 
better that Jesus should die, a-nd was one of those who had tried 
tlie hardest to stop the teaching of the ('hrist. 




Jesus before Caiaphas 



THE LAST WEEK OF THE CHRIST'S EAllTHLY LH^'E 205 

Peter and John had l)y this time come l)ack to see what was 
being done with tlieir Master. Jt)hn, wlio was known at the 
pahice of tlie High Piiest, was allowed to go inside ; but Peter 
could go no farther than the outside door. John went out and 
spoke to the woman who had charge of the door, and asked her to 
let Peter go in also. As she showed him in the woman asked, 
■'Are you not one of this man's disciples?" "No, I am not," 
said Peter. Then he went in and stood at the fire with some of 
the servants to warm himself, for it was cold. 

All this time Jesus was standing before Caiaphas, who was 
asking him questions about his disciples and about his teaching. 
The Saviour said : " I have taught where every one who wished 
to do so could hear me ; I have said nothing in secret, but have 
taught in the synagogue and in the temple where all the Jews 
come together. Why do j'ou ask me what I have taught ? Ask 
those which heard me, what I have said to them." 

When he had spoken these words one of the officers which stood 
by struck him with the palm of the hand, saying, '• Why do you 
answer the High Priest so?" Jesus said : '• Did 1 say anything 
wrong ? If I did, tell us what it was ; Ijut if not, why did you 
strike me ? " 

The chief priests tried hard to find some one who could tell 
of some law which Jesus had broken, or of something wrong he 
had tried to teach. But they could not do it until, at last, they 
found two or three men who were Avilling to tell lies about him. 
But, as the stories of these men did not agree, there was nothing 
in them to prove the prisoner guilty. 

Caiaphas stood up, and looking at Jesus, asked, " Have you 
nothing to say about these stories which they tell of you ? " Jesus 
did not answer. The High Priest then said : " Answer me. Are 
you the Christ, the Son of God ? " Jesus said, " I am." Upon 
liearing these words, Caiaphas said to the rest of the council : 
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" We do not need to hear anything more, for we ourselves have 
heard wliat the man has just said. What do you think of 
hiiu ? " They all shouted, '"He is guilty; he must be put to 
death." 

Now all this happened before the sun rose, though by law the 
Sanhedrin coidd not try a prisoner until after sunrise. So they 
had to wait till that time before a vote could really be taken. 
Jesus was put in charge of some othcers, who treated him so 
badly that we cannot bear to think of it. They blindfolded him, 
then struck him, and asked, " Tell us who struck you " : they 
spit in his face ; they said everything tliey could think of to make 
fun of him and hurt his feelings. 

As soon as the sun rose, which was al:)out six o'clock, the 
officers led their prisoner into the regular courtroom. To get 
there they had to pass through the porch where Simon Peter was 
standing with some of tlie servants. W^hen we last saw Peter, he 
was warming himself at the fire ; but after he was warm he had 
gone out into the porch to wait until the trial was over. 

He had been there only a short time when a girl said to the 
others, '• This fellow is one of the men who were with Jesus of 
Nazareth." Peter, who knew that those who were around him 
were unfriendly to his Master, was afraid to own him. " I do 
not know the man," said he. About an hour later a man who 
had been watching Peter carefully, said, "This fellow nuist have 
been with Jesus ; for I saw him in the garden with him, and you 
•can tell ))y the way he speaks that he came from Galilee." Again 
Peter said, '• I do not know this man of whom you speak." 

Just then the cock crowed, and Peter, who but a few hours 
before had boasted that he would go t(i prison with his Master, or 
even die for him. rememl)ered what his Lord had said when he 
inad(> that boa-st, " I tell you that, before the cock crows, you 
will have denied me three times." 
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Now just at the moment wlien Peter lias said '■ 1 know not 
the man," Jesus, who was being led to the courtroom, passed 
througli the porch and heard what his friend and disciple said. 
As Peter raised his eyes, his Lord turned and lool^ed at him. It 
was the same loving face that had looked at him for the last 
three years, but 



years, 



with 
such a sad and grieved 
look that it almost broke 
Peter's heart. He never 
forgot that look. It was 
too late to 1)6 sorry, but 
he went out and wept 
1 jitter tears. 

The com't was ready 
to take the vote at once. 
The question was asked 
of Jesus : " Are you 
the Christ? Tell us." 
Jesus answered : " If I 
tell you, you will not 
believe me ; and if I 
ask you, you will not 
answer me, or let me 
go. The time is coming 
when the Son of man 
shall sit on the right hand of God." 
you the Son of God ? " He told them that he was, and that, 
at the end of the world, they would see him coming in power 
with the angels with him to be the judge. 

They said, " That is enough ; he has spoken blasphemy ; we do 
not need to hear anything more." The vote was then put, and 
it was decided that he should die. 
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Now, as they could not put liim to deatli without having per- 
mission from the Roman Governor, and as no other punishment 
l:>ut death Avould satisfy them, they made their plans to take Jesus 
at once to the Roman courtroom, where he should l)e judged Ijy 
Pilate, the Roman Governor. 

Pihite lived away from Jerusalem the most of the time, but 
he happened t(j l.)e in the city now, for so many strangers came 
to this Passover Feast every year, that he thought it was the 
safest plan to l^e on hand in case there was any trouble to settle. 
The whole nudtitnde rose and followed the officers who led Jesus 
through the streets to the courtroom which wets in Pilate's 
house. 

Judas had known all that was going on, and wdien he saw 
that tlie vote had been taken, and that Jesus must really die, he 
was sorry for what he had done, and tried to mido it. He l)rought 
back the money that had been given him for betraying his Lord, 
and ottered it to the chief priests and scribes, sajdng. "' I have 
been very wicked and have l^etrayed a man who has done no 
wrong." '-What is that to us?" said they; '"that is your 
business." 

They would not take back the money, and, much as Judas 
loved money, he did not want that which had cost his Master's 
life. Throwing it down on the floor, he went out of the room, 
very miseral^le and unhappy. By his mean act he had gained 
thirty pieces of silver, but in gaining it he had lost his own sold. 
He was never seen alive again. The Bible says he went out and 
hanged himself. 

The priests were not willing to put the money into the temple 
boxes, because, as they said, it was " the jirice of blood." So as 
they did not know" what else to do with it, they fiought a piece 
of land, which they used as a burial gi'ound for strangers, whom, 
they did not wish to bury in their own tombs. 
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charge 
bring 



Jesus was led into Pilate's house, but the priests and scribes 
stayed outside. It was Passover week, the week when they made 
a great show of being holy. Though they were wicked enough 
to want to kill a good man, they were not wicked enough to step 
into the house of a 
Gentile I So Pilate came 
out to them, askino- : 
^' What has the man 
done ? What 
have you to 
against him? " 

They answered, "If 
he were not a wicked 
man, we would not have 
brought him to you." 
Said Pilate, "Take him 
to your own court, and 
judge him by your law." 
The only thing they 
could prove in their own 
court, as we know, was 
that he called himself 
the Son of God ; but 
they knew that Pilate 
would laugh at such a charge as that, and so they had to make 
up some other story to tell him. 

They said : " We found this fellow trying to lead the people 
into disobedience, telling them not to pay taxes to Cajsar, and 
saying that he himself is their king. We think that he ought to 
be killed, but it is not lawful for us to put any man to death." 
Were they telling the truth ? Do you remember what Jesus did 
say "when they asked him about paying the taxes to Coesar ? 
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While Pilate was outside, talking to the people, Jesus stood in 
the courtroom. Pilate now went back to him, and asked him, 
" Are you the king of the Jews ? " Jesus said, '' Do you ask 
this question because you want to know, or because these people 
say that I am ? " " Am I a Jew ? " said Pilate. '• The chief 
priests of your own nation have brought you to me. What have 
you done ? " 

Jesus said : " I am not the kind of king that you mean ; if I 
were, my servants would fight for nie, and I should not be gi"\'en 
up to the priests. Mine is a very different kingdom ; it is not of 
this world." Pilate asked, " Are you, then, a king ? " " Yes," 
said Jesus, " I am a king. I came into the world for the purpose 
of ruling men ; I came to teach them the truth, and every one 
who is true believes my words. " " What is truth ? " asked 
Pilate. But, without waiting for an answer, he went back to the 
Jews who still stood outside, waiting patiently for him to return. 
Pilate had found no reason why they should want to harm this 
gentle, loving man, who showed so plainly that he did not want 
to make any trouble. So he said to the chief priests and scribes, 
'• I find no fault with the man." Thev cried out, " He is stirrino- 
up the people with his teachings throughout all Palestine fr(,)m 
Galilee to Judea." 

When Pilate heard them say •' Galilee," he saw a chance to 
clear himself from deciding what should be done. He was glad 
of the chance, and asked : " Is the man a Galilean ? Then he 
must be taken to Herod." Herod, the ruler of Galilee, was also 
in Jerusalem at this time, for he had come to the feast. He was 
very glad to see Jesus ; he had wanted to do so for a long time, 
because he had heard so much about him. He hoped that he 
should see him work some of his wonderful miracles, of which he 
had heard. 

Herod asked questions of Jesus, and the priests and scribes 
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told the same wrong stories about him that they had told Pilate. 
But the Saviour stood there, neither answering the questions nor 
denying the stories. Herod and his soldiers laughed at the idea 
of this prisoner being a king, and began to make fun of him. 
Then Herod sent for a king's robe, put it on Jesus, and sent liiin 
baclv to the Governor of Judea. 

Again Jesus stood before Pilate. Pilate went out once more 
to the people and said : " You have brought this man to me, and 
you say he is stirring 
up the people to disobey 
the Roman o'overn- 

O 

ment ; but I have ex- 
amined him, and so has 
Herud, and neither of 
us thinks that he has 
done anything worthy 
of death. Therefore I 
will have him whipped, 
and then let him go." 

The Jews showed 
that they were not sat- 
isfied. It was the cus- 
tom at the Passover 
feast for the governor 
to set one prisoner free ; 
and to please the people 
the choice was usually 
left to them. At this 
time there was a very wicked man in prison, named Barabbas, 
who was both a murderer and a robber. Pilate now said, " Whom 
do you want to have me set free, Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
the Christ ? " They all cried out at once, " Barabbas ! " 
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Pilate, who wanted to set Jesus free, spoke again, '" Wliat 
shall I do with him whom you call the king of the Jews?" The 
peoj^le cried out, " Crucify him ! " " Why, what evil has he 
■done ? " asked Pilate ; Ijut they only cried the louder, '■ Crucify 
him 1 " 

They meant, '■ Let him die on the cross," and that was the 
most cruel punishment ever known. The body was fastened to a 
heavy wooden cross Ijy great nails, which were driven through 
the liands and feet, and the pain was terrible. The cross was 
put in an upright position, and the prisoner was not taken down 
until he was dead. It was too dreadful a punishment for the 
most wicked man that ever lived. 

AVhen Pilate saw that they were determined, and that he 
•could not make them do what was right, he called for water, 
and, washing his hands before them all, said ; " I am not guilty 
of doing this great wickedness. You nmst take it upon your- 
selves." The Jews, glad to know that Pilate would let them 
have their way, said, " Let the blame rest on us, and on our 
children, forever." 

The l)lame did rest on them and their children, and punish- 
ment came very soon. Forty years later, Avhen the Roman army 
left their once beautiful city, not a single building was left stand- 
ing, and all the people who were not killed at the time were 
driven away from their homes. Many of them were taken captive 
by the Romans, and afterwai'd put to death. 

Then Pilate set Barabbas free, and sent Jesus away to be 
whipped, as was always done before a man was crucified. The 
.soldiers hurried their jirisoner away, and, after the}- had whipped 
him, began to make fun of him as Herod had done. Because 
]>urple is the king's color, they found an old purple robe, whicli 
tlicy put upon this king of the Jews. They made a crown out 
■of some thorns, and i)ressed it down upon his forehead until the 
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blood came. They bowed before him, as if he were a Icing, say- 
ing ; '• Hail, king of the Jews ! " They struck him on the head, 
and spit on him. 

When they had had all they wanted of this cruel mocking, 
they took him Ijack to Pihite. The Governor determined to try 
ont'c more to malvc the 
-Jews willinii' to let him 
.set Jesus free. He went 
out with him before the 
people, and said : '■ 1 bring 
him L>ut to you that }'ou 
may know that I find no 
fault in him. Behold the 
man I "' 

Jesus showed how much 
lie had already suffered ; 
■was it not enouo'h to sat- 

o 

isfy these wicked Jews ? 
No ; again they cried out, 
^'Crucify him!" Pilate 
said, *• Then take him and 
crucify Ijim ; for I find no 
fault in him." But both 
Pilate and the Jews knew 
that they could not put a 
man to death without the 
permission they wer<; try- 
ing so hard to get. 

The Jews then said, " We have a law, and Ijy our law he 
ought to die ; for he made himself the Son of God." Pilate was 
still more afraid. He did not dare to crucify the Son of God. 
He was afraid for another reason, too ; for, while he was in the 
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courtroom, his wife had sent this word to him, " Have nothing 
to do with that just man, for I have been troul:)]ed all day because 
of a dream that I had about him." 

So he turned again to Jesus, and asked, ■■ Who are you ? " 
The prisoner made no answer. "Will you not speak to me?" 
said the Governor. '• Do you not know that I have power to 
crucify you and to set you free ?" Then Jesus did speak. '• You 
could have no power at all against me, except it were given you 
from above. Those who gave me up to j'ou have sinned more 
than you have." Pilate then made up his mind to let Jesus go 
free. 

The Jews saw that he was about to do this, and cried : " If 
you let this man go free, }'0u are no friend to (Ja?sar ; for who- 
ever calls himself king speaks against Cajsar." Hearing this cr}-, 
Pilate changed his mind once more. If the Jews complained of 
him to the Emperor, another Governor might be })ut in his place, 
lie would rather do wrong than have that happen. 

Once more he tried' to make the Jews pity their suffering 
Christ. ''Behold your king!" said he; "shall I crucify your 
kinu:?" "We have no kino; but Ca?sar," shouted thev. What 
an answer from those very people Avho hated to be under the 
Roman power, and were so very unliapp}- because they were 
obliged to obey the Roman Emperor. 

There was nothing more that Pilate could do. unless he was 
willing to give up his position for the sake of doing what was 
ritjrht. That he was not willing to do. So he yjave the order that 
Jesus should be crucified. 
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It was nearly nine o'clock on Friday morning when Jesus was 
led out of the city to be ci'ucified. He had to carry his own 
cross a. part of the way, 
but later on a man whom 
they met was ordered 
to carry it for him. A 
great company followed 
him, and many of the 
women cried aloud. 
Turning to these, Jesus 
said : '• Daughters of 
Jerusalem, Aveep not for 
me, but weep for your- 
selves and for your chil- 
dren. The days are 
coming when you will 
wish that your children 
had never been jjorn, 
and tliat the mountains 
and hills would hide you 
from the trouble your 
eyes shall see." 

There were two thieves who were to be crucified this same 
day, and they also were in the procession. They marched out 
through the city gate to the place called Calvary, and there the 
cruel work was done. Jesus was nailed to the cross which stood 
in tlie middle, and the thieves were placed one on his right hand 
and one on his left. 

The Saviour did not speak until the cross was being lifted; 
then he said, " Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 
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Soldiers were left to guard the crosses ; but these men felt no 
pit}', and began at once to cast lots to see ^Yhat share each should 
have of the clothes which had been taken from the men who were 
Ijeing crucified. 

A title, or sign, had been written to })lace over each cross, 
telliny what the man's name was. and what wicked thing he had 
done. Over the cross of Jesns. Pilate had put this sign : •' Jesus, 
of Nazareth, the king of the Jews." This was written in thi-ee 
different languages, so that every one could read it. When the 
rulers of the Jews saw this sign, they were not willing to have it 
stay there, and went to Pilate, saj'ing : " The sign is wrong. 
Write not The king of the Jcavs, but that he said, I am the 
king of the Jews." But Pilate had done all he wanted to for 
them, and would not change it. 

People came from the city to see what was going on, and as- 
they passed by, mocked the Saviour, sa^'ing, "If you are the Son 
of God come down from the cross." The chief priests and scribes- 
smiled as they said : " He saved others ; himself he cannot save. 
If he is the king of Israel let him come down from the cross, and 
we will believe him. He trusted in God ; let his Father save him 
now, if he is the Son of God." 

The soldiers also mocked him. offering him sour wine, and 
saying: ''If you are the king of the Jews, save your.self." One 
of the thieves at his side repeated what he heard the others say,. 
" If you are the Christ, save j'ourself and us." The other thief 
was ashamed of him and told him to stop, saying, " It is right 
that we should be punished, for we have been wicked men. but 
this man has done nothing wrong." He then turned to Jesus and 
said, " Loi'd, you will remember me when yon come into your 
kingdom V " And Jesus answei'ed. " To-day shall thou be with lue 
ill Paradise." 

The enemies of Jesus wi're not the only ones who stayed near 
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him ; some women drew near the cross, and among them was Mary,. 
his mother. She stood by John, and as Jesus saw them standmg 
together, he said to his mother, "Behold your son;" and tO' 
John, "Behold your mother." John knew by this that liis 
Master wanted him to take 
care of Mary. From that 
liour he took tlie Mother 
of the Christ to his own 
home, and cared for lier. 

It was now a little after 
tweh'e o'clock, the time 
when the sun should have 
been shining more brightly 
than it had shone all day. 
But it began to be dark, 
and for three hours the 
darkness of night was over 
the land. The afternoon 
pissed away, and every 
moment brought greater 
pain to the Saviour. It 
was dark about him ; there 
was no one to comfort 
hinr ! It seemed as if even 



his Father had left him, 
and he cried, " My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken nieJ" 

Some of the ^jeople who stood by, Avlien they heard this cry, 
said, " He is calling for Elias ; let him alone ; let us see whether 
Elias will come to take him down." (One of the words he used 
was Eloi, which sounded a little like the word Elias.) 

A few minutes passed, and Jesus said, " I thirst." Some- 
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kind friend dipped a sponge in sour wine and pressed it to his 
lips. When he had taken it, he cried, " It is finished." Just a 
moment later he added, "Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit." His sufferings were all over now ; his earthly life was 
ended ; his spirit had gone to be with the Father. 

Just then there was a great earthquake ; the earth shook, 
great rocks were broken in pieces, a great noise was heard, and 
tlie graves were opened. The curtain in the temple, which sepa- 
rated the two rooms, and was never lifted except on the great 
Day of Atonement, was torn from top to bottom. 

When the soldier who was on guard at the cross saw what 
was done, he said, " Truly this was the Son of God." The peo- 
ple who had come from Jerusalem to see the crucifixion, were 
afraid, and returned to tlie cit}-. The friends of Jesus stood afar 
off, filled with sadness and wonder. 

Seven times Jesus had spoken while he was on the cross. 
These are called now '' The Seven Words from the Cross." They 
have been printed differently from the rest, in the last few pages, 
so that you may all see just what they were. Notice that there 
is not one word of anger against those who had made him suffer 
so, and that three of them were words of kindness. Could we be 
as loving and kind, if we were being made to suffer so ? 

There were two men in the Sanliedrin who had tried to save 
Jesus, for they believed all he said to them ; one was Nicodemus, 
and the other was a rich man by the name of Joseph. Soon after 
the Saviour died, Joseph went to Pilate, and begged that he might 
have the body. Pilate first called to him the soldier who had 
guarded the cross, to ask him whether Jesus was surely dead, 
for sometimes people who were crucified lived and suffered for 
many daj's. But the Jews had been -v'ery anxious that these 
bodies should not hang on the cross through that Sabbath, which 
was especially holy. So the soldiers had broken the legs of the 
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thieves so that they Avoiild die more quickly. But they had 
passed Jesus by, for tliey saw tliat he was ah-eadj- dead. The 
soldier whom Pilate called to him knew that it was really so, for 
he had liimself put a spear through his side. He had done this 
because, if they had made a mistake, aud Jesus was not dead, the 
soldiei's mio'ht lose their own lives. 

So Pilate gave the Ijody to Joseph. Joseph had a new tond> 
cur, out of the rock, which had never been used. Nicodemus 
lielped him carry the Ijod}', and, after wrapping it in pure white 
linen and some sweet- 
smelling spices, which ' ■ 1 
Nicodemus had brought 
with him, they lovingly 
laid it in the tomb, rolled 
a great stone against 
the door, and went 
a\\-ay. 

The women, who 
had been watching all 
day, waited till they 
saw where their Master 
was laid, and then went 
to their homes to pre- 
pare spices and joer- 
fumes. Nothing more 
could be done until after 
the Sabbath day. For 
the disciples were care- 
ful to do nothing on 
the Sabbath day that 

the Jews could find fault with ; and, too, they knew that God 
had commanded that no work should be done on that day, 
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when it could Ije helped ; Ijut that it shoidd l^e kept holy to 
God. 

Tlie Saiihedrin were not yet fully satisfied, and went to Pilate, 
to ask another fa^'or. " Sir, we reniemher that this deceitful 
man said, while he was yet alive, ' After three days, I will rise 
atrain,' " said these Jews to the Governor. '• What we want to 
ask now is that soldiers shall guard the tomlj where he is laid 
imtil after the third day, for fear that his disciples should come 
by night and steal the body away, and then say to the people. 
' He is risen from the dead.' That woidd be worse than anything 
that has happened yet." 

Pilate, who was willing that the tomb should be guarded, said, 
" You can have watchmen ; go and inake things as safe as you 
can." Off they went to the tomb, to see that everything was 
done right ; they left soldiers to guard it, and sealed the stone 
which was before the door in such a way that it could not be 
moved without breaking the seal. Any one who did that would 
be severely punished by the law. 

THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OF 
THE CHRIST 

THE RESURRECTION 

Very early on the morning of the third day, our Sunday, the 
women started to the tomb with their spices for the body of their 
Lord. They did not know that soldiers were keeping watch 
there, nor that the tomb was sealed. As they walked along they 
wondered how they could roll away the heavy stone. 

Great was their surprise when they reached the tomb, to 
find that the stone had ali-eady been rolled away, and that the 
tomb was empty. One of the women, named Mary Magdalene, 
ran back to tell Peter and John about it. " They have taken 
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away our Lord," said she, " and we do not know where they 
have laid him." 

The otiier two women had gone into tlie tomb, and as they 
stood there, wonderhig what this meant, two men stood by them 
in shining garments, wlio said : " Wliy do you look for the living 
in tlie liome of the dead ? Your Lord is not here, but is risen. 
Do you not remember wliat he said to you in Galilee, that the Son 
of man should be given 

up to wicked people ^ ' '' ■'M 

and be crucified, and 
the third day should 
rise again ? - Go and 
tell the disciples that 
their Master will meet 
tliem in Galilee." 

They did remember 
these words of Jesus, 
and now they under- 
stood what their Sav- 
iour had meant by 
them. They went away 
quickly to find the 
eleven disciples, in 
order to tell them the 
message which had been 
given to them. 

As soon as Peter 
and John heard the story of Mary Magdalene, they ran to the 
tomb. John could run the fastest, and he reached it first. He 
did not go into the tomb, but as he stooped down and looked in, 
he saw the clothes that had been wrapped about their Master. 
When Peter came he went in, and John soon followed him. 
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Then tliey saw for themselves that what Mary had told them 
was true ; the clothes were there, but the body of their Lord was 
not to be seen. 

They returned home, but Mary Magdalene, who had followed 
them back, did not leave the place. As she stooped down to look 
into the tomb, she saw two angels sitting, one at the head, and 

the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus 
had lain. 

They asked,'' Woman, 
why do you weep ? " She 
answered, " Becanse 
the}' have taken away 
mv Lord, and I do not 
know where they have 
laid hiui." She turned 
aroimd, and saw some 
one else standing behind 
her, who also asked : 
" Woman, Avhy do you 
weep ? For whom are 
you lookhig ? '" 

Her eyes were tilled 
with tears, and sujipos- 
L -. ^„. ., ing that she was talking: 

Mary at the Tomb to the gardener, she said, 

" Sir, if you have carried 
him away from here, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 
take him away." The voice spoke again, " Mar}'." 

Only one ])erson in the wide world had ever spoken her name 
as sweetly as that. 

Looking up she saw Jesus. -■ of:;o'.v 
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" Master," she cried, and went toward him. " Do not touch me," 
said he, *' I have not yet gone to heaven to Hve ; but I sliall go to 
be with my Father and 
your Fatlier, witli my 
God and your God. Go 
to my apostles, and tell 
them what I have said." 

The other women 
were still on the way 
to tell the apostles the 
angel's message when 
Jesus met them, and 
said, -AH hail." 
Tremblinsj;, thev fell 
down at his feet and 
worshipped him. See- 
ing that the}- were 
afraid, he said to them : 
^- Tell my brethren to 
go into Galilee, and 
there they shall see me. 
Do not be afraid." 

"What about the sol- 
diers who were ordered to keep guard over the tomb ? As they 
were watching, they heard a noise, and saw a strange sight. An 
angel, whose face was like lightning, and whose garments were as 
white as snow, rolled away the stone and sat upon it. The guard 
were afraid, and ran to tell the Sanhedrin what had happened. 

The Sanhedrin called another meeting in great haste, to decide 
what they should do about it, and this is what they decided. 
They gave the soldiers some money, and asked them to tell this lie : 
that, Avlien they were asleep, the disciples came and stole the body. 
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The soldiers were not willing to say this, for if the Governor 
heard that they had slept while on dnty they might lose their 
own lives. But the Jews said, " You need not be afraid ; we 
will make it all right with the Governor." So the soldiers took 
the money, and did as they were taught ; and even now many of 
the Jews belie\'e that thej^ told the truth. 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples, who were ver}' lonely 
and sad, and told them that their Lord was alive, and that she 
r.,-, — , had seen him. They 

I conld not believe her, 
nor did they believe the 
other women who came 
to them with the same 
story. 

That same da}", as 
two of the disciples were 
walking toward the vil- 
lage of Emmans, wdiich 




w^as about eight miles 
from Jernsalem, talking 
of all those things that 
had happened, a stranger 
joined them, and asked 
them Avhat they were 
saying that made them 
look so sad. The}- told 
him how their Master, 
who they thought was 
to be the king of Israel, had l:)een crucified by the rulers of the 
Jews. They spoke of the wonderful news that the women had 
brought to them, that ho was again alive. But they showed 
that they did not yet understand what had happened. 
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" How hard it is for you to understand all tliat the prophets 
said about 3'onr king," said tlie stranger. Then he showed them 
that what tlie prophets had said about the Iving had all come true 
in the life of Jesus. He talked to them all the way to Emmaus, 
and they were so delighted to hear him. that they asked him not 
to go farther that night, but to stay with them. 

The stranger accepted their invitation, and went into the 
house. As he sat at 
snpper with them, 
he took bread and 
blessed it and then 
broke it. As he 
did so they looked 
more carefully at 
him than they had 
before, and they 
knew that he was 
not a stranger. 
They saw that the 
face was that of 
one they knew; that 
it Avas Jesus, their 
Lord. 

But as soon as they found this out his place at the table was 
empty ; he had suddenly left them. 

The two men hurried back to Jerusalem to tell the apostles 
about it. Their hearts were filled with joy as they told their 
friends that the Master had walked with them, and had taught 
them how the sayings of the prophets had come true in his life 
and death, but that they had not known liim mitil he sat at the 
table with them, and broke the bread. The apostles said: "We 
know that he is living, for Peter has seen him." 
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Just then sonie one came into the room. They all looked up 
at once, for they heard a voice say, " Peace be unto you ; " and 
as they looked they were afraid. What did they see ? Could it 
be their Master, or was it a spirit ? 

A spirit could not talk, but they heard a voice saying: ''Why 

are you afraid ? Why do 
V-^,mj^m^—-"^:^-— W^'""lmf^"'^r '■ you wonder who is with 

you? Look at my hands 
and my feet ; do you not 
know whose they are ? 
Take hold of them and 
make sure ; a spirit has 
not flesh and liones as 
you see me have." 

They were so happy 
that they could not be- 
lieve that tlieir Master 
was really with theui 
until he said, '' Have 
3'ou anything to eat ? " 
They gave him a piece 
of Ijroiled fish and some 
honeycoml) ; and as he 
ate it he talked with 
them as he had l^efore 
his death. •' Do yon not 
remember," said he, " that when I was with you I told you that 
all this unist happen ? The law of Moses, the pro})hets, and the 
Psalius, all say that the (Jlirist must suffer, as I ha^'e suffered. 
As my Father sent me to teach you, so I now send you to teach 
the world." 

Now Th(jmas was not with the apostles when the Master 
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came. When he joined tlieni again, and they said to him, " We 
have seen the Lord," he did not believe tliera. He said : " I will 
not believe that he is living until I myself can see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into those prints, and 
my hand on the cut which the spear made in his side." 

It was a week later and tbe disciples were all together, plan- 
ning what they should do. The doors of the room in which they 
were sitting were shut. They were always shut in those days, 
for they did not dare to leave them open, for fear that the Jews 
who had stopped their Master's work, would try now to hinder 
them. 

As they talked quietly, they heard the words, " Peace be 
with you," and though the door had not been opened, Jesus stood 
among them. He went over to Tliomas and said, " Reach out 
your finger and touch my hands ; reach out your hand, and put 
it into my side." Without doing either, Thomas believed and 
said, ''My Lord, and my God." Then said Jesus: "Thomas, 
because you have seen me, you have believed ; happy are those 
people who have not seen me, and yet have believed ! " 

The disciples now went to Galilee for a few days, as their 
Lord had told them. One evening, when seven of them were 
together, Peter said, "I am going fishing." ''We will go with 
you," said the others, and they went into a boat. But though 
they were out all night, they caught no fish. 

In the morning Jesus came to the shore ; but they did not 
know that it was he. He called to them, " Children, have you 
caught any fish ? " and they answered, '' No." Again he called, 
" Throw your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you will 
find some." This they did, and the net was full. 

John remembered another time when such a thing as this had 
happened, and said to Peter, " It is the Lord." Peter thought so 
too, and, throwing on his coat, he jumped out of the boat and 



oon 



A CHILD'S STORY OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 



waded as fast as he could to the shore. The other disciples 
followed him in tlie boat, dragging tlieir net full of fishes. 

As soon as they liad come to tlie land, they saw a wood fire 
on the beacli. and some fish broiling on the coals, and some bread 
near by. When Jesus said, '' Bring the fish which yon have 

caught," Simon Peter 
ran to help the others 
drag the net to land. 
It was heavy, for there 
were one hundred and 
fifty large fishes in it. 
When they were landed, 
Jesus said, "Come 
now and eat breakfast." 
He broke the bread and 
passed it to them, then 
gave them some of the 
fish. 

After they had fin- 
ished eating. Jesus 
turned to Peter, and 
said, " Simon, son of 
Jonas, do you love me 
more than the others 
do?" When Peter 
answered. '• Yes. Lord, 
you know that I love you," he said, '"Feed my lambs." A 
second time he asked, " Simon, son of Jonas, do you love me 
more than the othei-s ? " Peter gave him the same answer, 
"Yes, Lord, you know that I love yon." Jesus said, "Feed my 
shee])." 

r)nce more Jesus asked, '• Simon, son of Jonas, do you love 
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me ? " Peter was grieved that his Master sliould ask the question 
fur the third time ; and lie said, " Lord, you know ail things ; you 
know that I love you." Once more Jesus said, " Feed my sheep." 

The -work of the Great Shepherd was done ; the sheep must 
have other leaders now, and that is what the Master wanted 
Peter to do for the rest of his life. He talked with him more 
about liis work; he told him that it would be hard, iind that 
at last he, too, would suffer a cruel death. 

Peter looked round, 
and, seeing John just be- 
hind them, said, " Lord, 
and what shall this man 
do?" Jesus did not 



tell him, but said : 
" What is that to you ? 
Follow me." And that 
is what our Master says 
to us now. He does not 
want us to look to see 
if some one else has 
work to do, and is doing 
it. He wants us to be 
sure that we ourselves 
are doing the work that 
has been given to us to 
do ; and that we are 
doing it as nearly right 
as we CMU. 

Jesus was seen by his apostles again, when, with about five 
hundred other disciples, they were upon a mountain in Galilee, 
where their Master had appointed a meeting. It was at this 
meeting that the great commission was given to the disciples, 
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•• Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature." 

Jesus may have given this conunand more than once, and it 
is certain that the same, in dilferent words, had been given to his 
followers over and over again. But this time he said it to all 
his friends, and added other words that have Ijeen precious to all 
his fi'iends ever since that time, " Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 



THE ASCENDED CHRIST 

Forty days had now passed since the Christ had risen fmui 
the dead, and his disciples were in Jerusalem. He had told iheai 
not to go away from that citv for a few days, for there the Father 
would send them the Holy Spirit. The disciples were m.it yet 
near enouoJi like their Master to do his work, and could do nothino; 
without the help of this Spirit. Jesus said, "After the Father 
lias given you the Holy Spirit, you shall have power to work and 
spread my Gospel to every part of the earth." 

They were in Jerusalem, waiting till this Spirit should be given 
to them, when, one day, the Saviour came to them, and led them 
out as far as Betlianj'. He lifted np his hands in blessing, and 
while he blessed them he was taken from them and carried up 
into heaven. A cloud came between him and them. "While they 
still were looking toward heaven, two men stood by them in white 
clothing, who said : " Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up into heaven ? This same Jesus, who is taken from you into 
hea\'en, shall come again in the same way that 3'ou have seen 
him go into heaven." 

The apostles went back to Jerusalem, and there, with the 
women and the other friends of Jesus, they waited and prayed 
th.it the Father woidd show them what to do. God soon sent 
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the Holy Spirit, and then they went out to teach, though they 
knew that they must suifer, as did their Lord. 

The earthly life of the Christ was ended, but he was not dead. 
He was living with the Father, and always watching over his dis- 
ciples, and giving them help and strength as they needed it. 
Christ was seen by men 
several times after he 
ascended into heaven, 
and we will speak about 
two of these times. 

One of the most 
active workers airainst 
the new religion, was a 
young Pharisee, named 
Saul. He w^as so eager 
to w'ork that he asked 
permission to go to other 
cities than Jerusalem 
and find and punish any 
of the followers of Jesus. 
One day, when he was 
travelling to Damascus, 
on this errand, he saw a 

wonderful sight. A 

light that was brighter 

than the sun at noontime 

shone around him, and he saw a glorious form, and heard a voice, 

which said, "Saul, why are you persecuting me?" '^ Who are 

you?" asked Saul. "I am Jesus whom you are trying to 

destroy," said the heavenly visitor. 

Saul had not wanted to Stop the work of the disciples of Jesus 
because he was a bad man, but because he thought it was right. 
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and tlii.s vision (jf the .Muster was the means of changing him from 
a persecutor of the followers of Jesus, to one of tlie most active 
and successful of his disciples. For many years Saul, oi' Paul, as 
he is usually called, travelled from country to country, telling of 
the Christ, and proving that he was really the king that the Jews 

had so long expected. 

He always told this 
story of the time that 
Jesus came to him on 
the road to Damascus, 
when he wished to show 
why he had Ijccome one 
of his followers, after 
he had for so long been 
so active against them. 
For many years he 
worked for him, and 
then at last he gave his 
life for the Master he 
had served so well. 

One more record 
there is in the New" 
Testament, of an appear- 
ance of the Christ to 
a disciple. John the 
youngest of the twelve, 
who is always called " the beloved disciple," because he was so 
much loved by his Master, was sent in his old age to a lonely 
island far away from any of his friends. 

While there he had a wonderful vision. First, Jesus, his 
Lord, came to him, but not in his earthly form. So wonderfully 
bright and glorious was the Saviour, that John " fell at his feet 
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as one dead." But liis Master came to him kindly, and spoke to 
liiiu words, and sliowed him sights tliat are too great for us yet 
to fully understand. Jolm wrote what he heard and saw, and 
we can read it in the last book of the Bible, " The Revelation." 

The Jews as a nation never Ijelieved in Jesus, and because 
the}" did not believe in him and what he taught, they were ter- 
riljly punished. Other nations were willing to believe in him, and 
now he is ruling over almost the whole world, and will reign for- 
ever ; for the Bil^le sa3's that at the name of Jesus every knee 
must 1dow% and every tongue must say that the Christ is Lord. 

Are you not glad to have such a king ? 
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